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Fifth  Gay  Murder  Here 
Similar  To  Kindred  Case 


Tony  Silvestre  Alix  Olson 

Phila.  Official 
Issues  Directive 
Banning  Bias 


Compiled  by  Denise  Sudell 

PHILADELPHIA  —  This 
city’s  managing  director  has  issued 
a  directive  to  all  agencies  under  his 
jurisdiction  reinforcing  bans  on 
discrimination  in  those  agencies  — 
including  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

According  to  the  directive  is¬ 
sued  by  W.  Wilson  Goode,  existing 
city  policy  prohibits  discrim¬ 
ination  against  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  all  agencies  that  are  in¬ 
cluded  as  part  of  the  Managing 
Director’s  Office  (MDO),  includ¬ 
ing  the  welfare,  health,  police, 
fire,  and  water  departments, 
among  others. 

“The  purpose  of  this  memoran¬ 
dum,”  Goode  wrote,  “is  to  rein¬ 
force  your  understanding  and  that 
of  your  supervisors  and  all  other 
employees  of  this  non-dis¬ 
crimination  policy,  and  to  direct 
that  it  be  enforced  in  all  of  the 
above-listed  categories  [including 
race,  sex,  etc.,  as  well  as  sexual 
orientation]  with  respect  to  all  em¬ 
ployees,  union  and  non-union, 
civil  service  or  excepted.” 

The  memorandum  was  not  spe¬ 
cifically  directed  toward  stopping 
agency  discrimination  on  the  basis 
of  sexual  orientation;  that  cate¬ 
gory,  however,  was  clearly  includ¬ 
ed  in  Goode’s  list  of  prohibited 
categories. 

No  provision  has  been  made  for 


Compiled  by  Michael  Glover 

CHICAGO  —  Demonstrators 
are  picketing  and  leafietting 
Dugan’s  Bistro,  a  mixed  gay  and 
straight  “ultradisco”  located  near 
the  affluent  Gold  Coast  section 
here,  charging  that  the  bar  uses 
selective  ID  checks  to  keep  blacks 
and  women  out. 

Organized  by  the  Committee  of 
Black  Gay  Men  of  Chicago 
(CBGM)  the  first  demonstration 
was  held  August  31  from  midnight 
to  2  a.m.,  with  estimates  of  the 
group  ranging  from  25-40  picket¬ 
ed.  Weekly  picketing  and/or  leaf¬ 
letting  has  continued  since  then, 
according  to  CBGM  co- chair  Her¬ 
bert  Jackson. 

“The  gay  community  in'  Chi¬ 
cago  has  for  a  long  time  ignored 
the  presence  of  black  gay  people, 
especially  black  gay  men,  and  for 
the  first  time  black  gay  men  are 
standing  up,  are  speaking  up,” 
Jackson  told  GCN.  “We  are 
emerging  as  black  gay  people,  and 
people  are  listening  to  us,  and 
they’re  realizing  too,  thaj  white 
gays  can  no  longer  speak  for  black 


disciplinary  action  against  agency 
employees  who  violate  the  policy. 
“One  reason  for  that,”  one  source 
told  GCN,  “is  that  the  city  really 
doesn’t  have  a  very  good  affirma¬ 
tive  action  plan  as  a  result  of  [for¬ 
mer  Philadelphia  Mayor  Frank] 
Rizzo.  There  really  isn’t  any  kind 
of  a  mechanism  [for  disciplinary 
action]  now,  even  with  race  or  sex, 
that  works.” 

The  source  said,  however,  that 
city  officials  are  revising  their  af¬ 
firmative  action  plan  to  include 
such  a  mechanism. 

City  officials  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment  by  press 
time. 

“We’re  happy,  of  course,  that 
it’s  happened,”  Tony  Silvestre, 
head  of  the  Pennsylvania  Gover¬ 
nor’s  Council  for  Sexual  Minor¬ 
ities,  told  GCN. 

“We’re  pleased  that  Philadel¬ 
phia  has  finally  joined  the  other 
large  cities  in  the  country  with 
some  kind  of  official  protection 
for  sexual  minority  people.  We 
hope  that  it  becomes  amplified 
through  additional  negotiation.” 

The  directive  follows  an  earlier 
affadavit  filed  by  Philadelphia 
Police  Commission  Morton  Solo¬ 
mon  which  stated  that  the  city’s 
police  department  would  no  long¬ 
er  reject  applicants  because  of 
their  sexual  preference  or  parental 
status. 


In  a  flyer  titled  “White  Gays  are 
Bigots,”  CBGM  charged  that  “the 
Bistro  and  other  bars  have  been 
blatantly  discriminating  against 
Blacks  and  womyn  for  years  .  .  . 
What  White  person  carries  five 
picture  ID’s?” 

“If  the  allegations  were  true,  the 
city  or  state  would  have  investi¬ 
gated  a  long  time  ago,”  replied 
Bistro  owner  Eddie  Dugan  to  Gay- 
Life,  a  local  gay  newspaper.  “We 
have  the  biggest  ratio  of  blacks 
and  women  of  any  bar  in  the  city.  ” 

Max  Smith,  founder  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Coalition  of  Black  Gays/ 
Chicago,  pointed  out  to  GCN  that 
“Dugan’s  Bistro  is  near  a  part  of 
town  called  the  Gold  Coast,  and 
it’s  named  that  because  it’s  where 
the  high-rise  elegant  condomini¬ 
ums  are. 

“The  wealthier  people,  who 
tend  to  be  white,  often  from  the 
suburbs  and  in  town  for  the  week¬ 
end,  or  looking  for  cocktails  after 
work,  go  into  the  Bistro. 

“They’re  people  who  possibly 
are  uncomfortable  with  black 


By  David  Morris 

BOSTON  —  The  body  of  the 
fifth  gay  murder  in  Boston  in  four 
months  was  found  in  his  apart¬ 
ment  on  Thursday  afternoon, 
October  2  in  a  condition  remin¬ 
iscent  of  another  murder  that  oc¬ 
curred  here  last  June. 

The  nude  body  of  John  Mc- 
Grail,  a  42-year  old  stockbroker, 
was  found  in  his  South  Boston 
apartment  tied  face  down  to  his 
bed.  He  had  been  bound  with  his 
own  neckties  and  his  head  was 
covered  with  a  pillowcase.  Ser¬ 
geant  Detective  John  Maillet  of 
the  Boston  Police  Department  told 
GCN  McGrail  had  died  of  stran¬ 
gulation  by  ligature. 

According  to  Boston  police  de¬ 
tective  Jack  Spencer,  part  of  a  coin 
collection  of  undetermined  value  is 
missing  from  the  apartment  and 
McGrail’s  1978  brown  Renault 
was  unaccounted  for.  McGrail’s 
apartment  had  been  ransacked  but 
it  is  not  known  whether  other  arti¬ 
cles  are  missing. 

There  was  no  evidence  of  forced 
entry  into  the  apartment,  the  door 
of  which  was  found  closed  but  un¬ 
locked,  and  Maillet  doubts  that 
robbery  was  the  primary  motive 


By  Mitzel 

When  Rep.  Robert  E.  Bauman 
(R-MD)  pleaded  not  guilty  last 
week  to  charges  of  sexual  solic¬ 
itation,  he  had  made  a  deal  to 
enter  a  six-month  alcohol  treat¬ 
ment  program  in  exhange  for 
having  all  charges  against  him 
dropped. 

Washington,  D.C.,  police 
charged  that  last  March  2, 
Bauman  paid  $50  to  a  16-year-old 
male  he  had  met  in  a  D.C.  gay  bar 
so  that  the  Congressman  could 
blow  him. 

Even  though  Bauman  pleaded 


people  to  begin  with,  but  beyond 
that,  have  adopted  what  I  perceive 
as  Bistro’s  management’s  interest 
in  maintaining  a  certain  atmo¬ 
sphere  at  the  bar. 

“The  atmosphere  should  be,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Bistro’s  management, 
affluent,  male  and  white.  It’s  both 
a  question  of  affluence  and  race.” 

An  employee  of  the  Bistro  re¬ 
sponded,  “They  [management] 
are  strict  on  the  door  because  it’s  a 
big  place,  and  they  don’t  like 
trouble.  If  there’s  people  that  are 
troublemakers  or  they  come  to  the 
door  drunk,  they  naturally  will  be 
asked  for  more  ID  than  other 
people. 

“Dugan  protects  his  customers; 
he  protects  them  from  fights  and 
thefts  that  way. 

“But  it’s  not  segregated.  Every¬ 
body  comes  in,  black  and  white, 
straight  people  and  gay  people.” 

After  receiving  two  formal  com¬ 
plaints  of  discrimination  at  the 
Bistro,  the  Chicago  Commission 
on  Human  Relations  (CCHR)  sent 
an  investigative  team  to  try  to  get 
Continued  on  Page  3 


for  the  killing. 

McGrail’s  car  has  since  been 
found  in  Boston,  but  there  is  no 
evidence  of  who  had  taken  it. 

According  to  a  preliminary 
medical  examiner’s  report,  issued 
on  Thursday,  October  9,  a  high 
level  of  alcohol  was  found  in  Mc- 
Grail’s  body.  The  examination 
found  no  physical  evidence  of  sex¬ 
ual  activity. 

On  June  5  of  this  year  the  nude 
body  of  Raymond  Kindred,  a 
33-year  old  Amtrak  employee,  was 
also  found  tied  face  down  to  his 
bed  with  neckties,  his  head  cover¬ 
ed  with  a  cotton  cloth.  Kindred 
had  also  died  of  strangulation.  His 
apartment,  like  McGrail’s,  had 
been  ransacked,  with  no  evidence 
of  forced  entry  (see  GCN  Vol.  7\ 
No.  47). 

According  to  Spencer,  McGrail 
left  his  mother’s  house  at  10:00 
p.m.,  Tuesday,  September  30  but 
police  report  he  was  last  seen  alive 
at  Herbie’s  Ramrod  Room,  a 
Boylston  St.  leather  bar  he  fre¬ 
quented.  He  was  not  seen  leaving 
with  anyone. 

Robin  MacCormack,  the 
mayor’s  liaison  to  the  gay  com¬ 
munity,  who  is  working  closely 


not  guilty,  he  announced  that  at 
the  time  of  the  alleged  soliciting  he 
suffered  from  “acute  alcoholism” 
and  was  therefore  not  responsible 
for  his  actions.  Yet,  while  in  court, 
Bauman’s  own  doctor  disputed 
the  idea  that  Bauman  was  an  alco¬ 
holic. 

Liquor  seems  to  move  public  of¬ 
ficials  to  terrible  acts.  In  another 
legal  proceeding  last  week  in  the 
capital,  Rep.  John  Jenrette,  while 
fighting  ABSCAM  corruption 
charges,  blamed  his  illegal  bribe¬ 
taking  on  Demon  Rum.  Billy  Car¬ 
ter,  fresh  from  his  own  inves¬ 
tigation  targetted  booze  for 
making  his  life  a  mess.  No  doubt 
Washington,  D.C.,  has  a  higher 
density  of  drunks  than  any  com¬ 
parable  piece  of  real  estate,  as 
Messrs.  Haldemann  and  Ehrlich- 
mann  used  to  complain. 

Jenrette’s  and  Bauman’s  “De¬ 
mon  Rum”  defenses  are  quaint 
and  touching  in  an  old-fashioned 
way,  something  I  think  only 
southerners  can  still  get  away  with. 
(I  prefer  the  hipper  defense  made 
in  Boston  in  the  case  of  a  drug 
smuggler  who  was  acquitted  by 
claiming  his  tour  of  duty  in 
Vietnam  made  him  do  it.)  But  the 
name  of  the  game  is  to  get  away 
with  it,  and  we  won’t  really  hit 
rock  bottom  until  some  future 
indicted  pol  goes  public  with  the 
lament  that  “de  debbil”  made  him 
do  it. 

Bauman’s  case  is  particularly 
intriguing  because  of  the  kind  of 
character  he  is.  He’s  a  consider¬ 
able  cut  above  your  usual  Bible- 
thumping  nut  right-winger. 
Bauman  is  a  slick  pol,  adept  at 
parliamentary  tricks,  and  a  wily 
creation  of  the  New  Right. 

Bauman  is  currently  President 
of  the  29,000  member  American 
Conservative  Union,  one  of  the 
more  vocal  organizations  pushing 
New  Right  reaction.  In  his  six 
years  in  the  Congress,  Bauman  has 
consistently  opposed  reproductive 


with  police  on  the  case,  told  GCN 
that  articles  in  the  Boston  Herald- 
American  describing  the  murder  as 
a  “sadomasochistic-style  slaying” 
and  implying  that  the  killing  ~was 
part  of  a  sex  act  are  unfounded 
speculation  on  the  part  of  the 
paper. 

Friends  of  McGrail  have  told 
GCN  that  although  the  victim  fre¬ 
quently  participated  in  sado-maso¬ 
chistic  sex,  the  circumstances  of 
his  death  are  grossly  different 
from  the  pattern  of  his  sexual  hab¬ 
its.  They  report  that  McGrail  was 
normally  the  active  partner  in  sex 
and  would  probably  not  allow 
himself  to  be  bound. 

They  also  point  out  that  the 
position  in  which  McGrail’s  body 
was  found  was  very  unlikely  to 
have  been  a  sexual  one.  According 
to  the  Boston  Herald- American, 
McGrail’s  right  leg  was  bent, 
toward  his  head  and  tied  to  his 
neck. 

McGrail’s  friends  also  doubt 
that  a  businessman  who  wore  a 
coat  and  tie  in  his  work  would  also 
use  his  neckties  for  bondage.  Mac¬ 
Cormack  told  GCN  that  rope  was 
found  in  the  apartment. 

Continued  on  Page  6 


freedom.  Recently,  Bauman  sup¬ 
ported  an  amendment  denying 
federally  funded  legal  assistance  to 
homosexuals.  Bauman  has  reg¬ 
ularly  advocated  continued  dis¬ 
crimination  against  gay  men  and 
lesbians  in  housing,  employment 
and  in  the  military. 

Because  of  the  success  he  has 
garnered  as  a  figure  in  the  New 
Right,  Bauman’s  career  is  a  splen¬ 
did  instance  of  the  hypocrisy  that 
riddles  the  New  Right.  Bauman 
has  exploited  popular  reactionary 
morality  for  political  gain  while  he 
himself  has  enjoyed  the  very  kind 
of  behavior  he  and  his  followers 
constantly  condemn. 

His  personal  sexual  hypocrisy 
follows  a  classic  pattern.  There  has 
long  been  speculation  that  the 
New  Right  is  riddled  with  many 
individuals  who  are  using  the 
current  backlash  against  social 
progress  simply  for  political  and 
financial  advancement;  they  them¬ 
selves  exploit  the  privileges  of  their 
position  to  do  whatever  they  will. 
The  classic  case  of  this,  in  fiction, 
is  Elmer  Gantry;  in  life,  Roy 
Cohn. 

The  history  of  American  polit¬ 
ical  sex  scandals  is  short  but  lively. 
In  earlier  days,  it  was  rare  that  any 
public  official,  when  caught  up  in 
a  sex  scandal,  had  to  answer  for  it. 
Sen.  David  Ignatius  Walsh 
(D-MA)  was  pinched  during  a 
police  raid  on  a  boy  whorehouse  in 
Brooklyn  during  World  War  Two 
—  a  peghouse  rumored  to  be  used 
by  pro-Nazi  spies  for  blackmail. 
Sen.  Walsh  was  at  this  time  head 
of  the  Naval  Affairs  Committee  in 
the  Senate.  Walsh  never  had  to 
make  any  public  accounting  of  his 
cocksucking. 

In  1964,  when  Walter  Jenkins 
was  arrested  with  a  trick  in  a  men’s 
room  stall,  he  was  bounced  out  of 
the  Johnson  inner  circle  (but  given 
a  cushy  job  running  Lady  Bird’s 
Austin  TV  monopoly).  Jenkins’ 
continued  on  page  12 


Black  Gay  Men’s  Group 
Picketing  Bar  In  Chicago 

gays.” 


News  Commentary 

Beyond  the  Bauman  Bust: 

Analyzing  Sex  and  Hypocrisy 
In  The  Corridors  Of  Power 


Hews  Notes _ 

quote  of  the  week 

“I  spent  my  season  in  hell  in  the  gay  world,  and 
there’s  nothing  gay  about  it.  I  never  understood  the 
term.  I  don’t  trust  any  term.  I  love  a  few  people,  some 
are  women  and  some  are  men,  and  it  is  all  much, 
much  more  complex  than  those  obscure  definitions 
would  allow. . . .  Back  when  I  was  young,  I  used  to 
know  guys  who  shot  up,  who  died  because  they  were 
afraid  they’d  fall  in  love  with  a  man.  That’s  society’s 
crime. 

“How  did  I  escape  that?  I  escaped  it  in  a  way  — 
well,  something  in  me  never  quite  believed  all  that. 
Maybe  because  I’m  black.  I  was  not  more  afraid  of 
being  gay  than  anything  else.  Love  is  where  you  find 
it,  and  there  are  as  many  kinds  of  love  as  there  are 
stars  in  the  Milky  Way. 

"What  are  you  going  to  do?  Hide  in  a  corner?  No 
one  has  the  right  to  dictate  who  I’m  going  to  love.” 

—James  Baldwin,  author  of  many  books  includ¬ 
ing  Go  Tell  It  On  the  Mountain,  Giovanni's  Room,  and 
Just  Above  My  Head,  quoted  in  the  Boston  Globe, 
October  6,  1980. 


pick  on  somebody  else 

MIAMI  —  Bob  Green,  ex-husband  of  anti-gay 
crusade  Anita  Bryant,  has  announced  that  the  former 
Anita  Bryant  Ministries,  in  its  new  incarnation  as 
Crusade  For  Morality,  will  no  longer  emphasize  coun¬ 
seling  lesbians  and  gay  males. 

Instead,  reports  the  Miami  Herald,  the  organiza¬ 
tion  will  focus  on  providing  counseling  for  hetero¬ 
sexual  couples  with  marital  problems  and  other  prob¬ 
lems  of  traditional  nuclear  families. 

The  new  service,  called  Shepherd’s  Care  Mini¬ 
stries,  will  offer  “Design  for  Successful  Living”  semi¬ 
nars  across  the  United  States  and  in  Latin  America. 
Staffers  will  also  conduct  a  training  institute  for 
pastors  and  other  church  workers  “to  prepare  them 
to  ‘meet  people’s  needs’,”  according  to  Mel  Kunz,  a 
staff  member. 

Although  the  Crusade’s  main  focus  will  no  long¬ 
er  be  on  “converting”  lesbians  and  gay  males,  says 
Kunz,  “gays  who  seek  counseling  will  not  be  denied 
it.” 

A  funding  letter  sent  out  to  those  on  the  Anita 
Bryant  Ministries  mailing  list,  explaining  the  organi¬ 
zation’s  name  change  and  asking  for  donations  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  4  ),  received  a  "disasterous”  re¬ 
sponse,  Kunz  told  the  Herald.  “The  total  financial  pic¬ 
ture  is  very  difficult  for  Crusade  For  Morality,”  Kunz 
said. 

Kunz  also  told  the  Herald  that  disagreements  be¬ 
tween  Bryant  and  Green  over  whether  ABM  should 
shift  its  emphasis  away  from  lesbian  and  gay  coun¬ 
seling  “played  a  part  in  their  marital  troubles”  during 
the  time  leading  up  the  the  divorce. 

Bryant  is  reportedly  “distressed”  over  the  shift 
in  focus  of  the  counseling  organization  that  once 
bore  here  name.  According  to  the  Herald  report,  Bry¬ 
ant,  who  is  currently  living  in  Oklahoma  with  three  of 
her  children,  is  seeking  $130,000  allegedly  owed  her 
by  Green’s  operation. 


more  on  ’BUR 

BOSTON  —  WBUR  radio’s  transmission  cables 
were  cut  early  Thursday  morning,  October  2,  causing 
the  station  to  be  off  the  air  from  5:30  to  9:30  a.m. 
Station  General  Manager  Jane  Christo  had  the  tires 
of  her  car  slashed  the  next  evening. 

The  vandalism  took  place  within  days  of  the 
picket  of  WBUR  by  a  group  of  Latinos,  blacks  and 
lesbians  and  gay  men  who  are  angry  about 
programming  cuts  which  affect  their  communities 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  12).  The  group  claims  it  is  not 
responsible  for  the  vandalism. 

Oscar  Jackson,  a  black  man  who  was  hired  to  do 
an  all-night  jazz  show  as  part  of  the  new  program¬ 
ming  which  went  into  effect  September  15,  has  quit 
in  protest  against  the  management’s  treatment  of 
him.  Jackson  walked  off  the  air  and  shut  down  the 
station  at  3  a.m.  Wednesday,  October  1,  when  he  dis¬ 
covered  upon  reading  to  listeners  the  program  run¬ 
down  for  the  next  24  hours  that  someone  else  was 
scheduled  to  do  his  show  for  the  rest  of  the  week.  He 
claims  that  the  management  had  not  informed  him 
that  he  was  being  fired. 

In  the  meantime,  the  group  is  encouraging  all 
concerned  listeners  and  contributors  to  WBUR  to  call 
or  especially  to  write  Jane  Christo,  WBUR  Station 
Manager,  630  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston,  MA 
02115  (617)  353-2790;  Dean  Donis-Dondis,  School  of 
Public  Communication,  Boston  University,  630  Com¬ 
monwealth  Ave.,  Boston  02115,  (617)  353-3488;  or  Mel 
Miller,  Trustee  of  Boston  University,  Bay  State  Ban¬ 
ner,  25  Ruggles  Street,  Roxbury,  MA  02119  (617) 
442-4900. 

According  to  group  member  Jose  Masso,  a  large 
number  of  angry  listeners  have  already  called  or 
written,  and  he  believes  that  station  management  will 
soon  be  forced  to  bargain  with  the  group. 


campaign  musical  chairs 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Independent  presidential 
candidate  John  Anderson’s  liaison  to  lesbian  and  gay 
voters  has  defected  to  Jimmy  Carter’s  national  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  outreach  program,  reports  Larry  Bush, 
Washington  reporter  for  the  San  Francisco  Sentinel. 

Bob  Wechter,  who  served  on  Anderson’s  nation¬ 
al  field  staffifromlMayito  September,  said  he  made  the 
shift  because  Anderson’s  new  campaign  managers 
are  unsympathetic  to  a  lesbian  and  gay  outreach  ef¬ 
fort,  despite  the  candidate’s  strong  stand  on  lesbian 
and  gay  issues. 

Wechter  charged  that  members  of  the  Anderson 
staff  were  “forcing  me  to  compromise  my  sense  of 
how  to  deal  with  the  gay  community”  by  pressuring 
him  to  keep  a  low  profile  ancf  to  move  his  base  of 
operations  to  the  less-visible  city  of  Los  Angeles. 

Carter’s  new  program,  to  be  spearheaded  by 
Wechter  along  with  Virginia  Apuzzo,  a  lesbian  who 
co-chaired  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus  at  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  National  Convention,  will  rely  on  lesbian  and 
gay  political  clubs  across  the  country  to  determine 
the  best  method  of  reaching  lesbian  and  gay  voters  in 
their  communities.  Logistical  support  will  come  from 
Carter  campaign  officers. 

Wechter  charges  that  the  Anderson  campaign 
planned  a  national  desk  to  work  with  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community,  but  that  the  desk  was  scuttled  in  part 
because  of  media  expert  David  Garth,  recently  placed 
in  charge  of  the  campaign,  who  he  says  is  unsym¬ 
pathetic  to  lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

Bush  reports  that  the  National  Gay  Task  Force 
(NGTF),  which  traditionally  has  avoided  a  partisan 
role,  is  considering  making  an  open  endorsement  of 
Carter  and  That  NGTF  co-executive  directors  Lucia 
Valeska  and  Charles  Brydon  will  personally  sign  let¬ 
ters  urging  that  Carter  be  endorsed. 


don’t  blame  them 

MEMPHIS  —  The  Conference  ’80  Planning  Com¬ 
mittee,  responsible  for  the  fifth  Southeastern  Con¬ 
ference  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  held  here  in  early 
August,  has  called  for  an  international  boycott  of 
Holiday  Inns,  Inc.,  because  of  alleged  discrimination 
by  Holiday  Inn’s  executive  offices. 

The  committee  charges  that  Holiday  Inn  execu¬ 
tives  “used  every  possible  means”  to  have  the  con¬ 
ference  cancelled  during  the  week  preceding  the 
event  because  of  vociferous  opposition  from  local 
fundamentalist  groups,  reports  GAzE,  this  city’s 
lesbian  and  gay  paper. 

The  fundamentalists,  led  by  Rev.  Britt,  demon¬ 
strated  during  the  conference;  Britt  reportedly  also 
cancelled  a  ‘Christian  Education  Convention,’  which 
in  past  years  was  held  at  the  city’s  Rivermont  Holiday 
Inn,  because  of  the  hotel’s  hosting  of  the  lesbian  and 
gay  conference. 

According  to  GAzE,  a  letter  issued  by  Holiday 
Inn’s  executive  offices  following  the  conference  said 
that  the  conference  owed  Holiday  Inns  “a  debt  of 
thanks  for  having  the  conference  at  our  hotel. . . 
Holiday  Inns  further  stated  that  extraordinary  costs 
had  accumulated  due  to  “added  security  personnel” 
and  to  “cancellations  of  rooms  and  planned  meet¬ 
ings  at  the  Rivermont,”  apparently  referring  to  Britt’s 
convention. 

“They  are  blaming  us  for  the  actions  of  these 
fundamentalist  trouble-makers,”  one  committee 
member  told  GAzE,  “and  we  are  not  going  to  accept 
that  blame.” 


a  place  in  society 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A  recorded  telephone 
message  sponsored  by  the  National  Socialist  White 
People’s  Party,  an  American  Nazi  organization,  sug¬ 
gests  that  homosexuals  do  indeed  have  a  place  in 
society,  according  to  the  Memphis  lesbian  and  gay 
paper  GAzE. 

The  paper  reports  that  the  message,  recorded  by 
the  organization’s  Douglas  Knight,  refers  to  a  recent 
federal  court  decision  allowing  the  Gay  Activists’  Al¬ 
liance  to  advertise  in  Metro  buses  in  the  Washington 
area,  calling  the  ads  themselves  “revolting”  and  sug¬ 
gesting  that  the  decision  means  that  the  American 
“system  has  come  one  step  short  of  actually  endors¬ 
ing  homosexuality.” 

“In  any  decent  society,”  the  message  says,  “not 
only  would  this  perversion  not  be  tolerated,  but 
homosexuality  would  be  outlawed  altogether . . .  How 
much  lower  can  the  system  possibly  sink? 

“This  doesn’t  mean  that  the  National  Socialist 
White  People’s  Party  does  not  feel  that  homosexuals 
do  not  have  a  place  in  society  —  for  that  they  most 
certainly  do.  We  feel  that,  among  other  things  of 
course,  that  Hitler  was  right  in  his  attitude  toward 
homosexuals. 

“In  National  Socialist  Germany,  one  would  not 
find  homosexuals  running  amuck  in  the  streets,  at¬ 
tempting  to  spread  their  disease  and  the  toleration  of 
it.  In  National  Socialist  Germany,  identified  by  the 
pink  triangle,  one  would  find  flagrant  homosexuals 
confined  in  concentration  camps.  We  think  that  this 
is  still  a  pretty  good  idea _ White  power!” 


charge  counter  charge 

SAVANNAH,  GA  —  An  Army  board  has  charged 
a  lesbian  soldier  with  fraud,  further  delaying  a  deci¬ 
sion  on  whether  she  may  remain  in  the  military.  On 
October  6,  at  a  meeting  at  which  officers  of  the  board 
were  expected  to  recommend  Private  Second  Class 
Carol  Nichols  for  separation  or  retention  in  the  Army 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  12),  they  charged  that  she  had 
lied  at  the  time  of  her  enlistment  by  answering  “no” 
to  the  question  “Have  you  ever  had  a  homosexual  ex¬ 
perience?” 

According  to  Nichols’  attorney,  Peter  Emmons, 
Nichols  told  the  U.S.  District  Court  here  last  month 
that  she  was  a  lesbian  at  the  time  of  her  enlistment. 

Nichols  has  15  days  in  which  to  prepare  a  de¬ 
fense.  A  decision  by  the  board  whether  or  not  to  re¬ 
commend  discharge  is  beingj>ostponed  indefinitely. 

a  controversial  issue 

ANCHORAGE,  AK  —  The  Anchorage  Welcome 
Service  has  refused  to  accept  a  paid  advertisement 
for  the  publication  Gay  Alaska  in  its  Anchorage  Blue 
Book,  reports  Portland,  Ore.’s  NW  Fountain. 

Blue  Book  editor  Joan  Tovsen  reportedly  denied 
the  magazine  any  advertising  because  it  is  “con¬ 
troversial.”  Although  Gay  Alaska  does  not  publish 
pornography  or  fiction,  Tovsen  thinks  the  magazine 
is  unfit  for  inclusion  in  the  Blue  Book  because  “gay 
rights  is  a  controversial  issue.” 

The  welcome  service  provides  the  Blue  Book  to 
new  residents  of  the  city  as  a  means  of  informing 
them  of  goods,  services,  and  businesses  in  the  city. 
Gay  Alaska  editor  Eugene  Haberman  charges  that 
part  of  the  funding  for  the  book  comes  from  public 
sources,  a  charge  which  Blue  Book  editors  deny. 


destroying  the  family 

NEWARK,  iNJ  —  The  Rabbinical  Alliance  of 
America  is  calling  for  the  ouster  of  a  Supreme  Court 
judge  who  ruled  that  a  divorced  mother  livjng  in  a 
lesbian  relationship  cannot  be  denied  custody  of  her 
children  simply  because  of  her  sexual  orientation. 

Judge  William  D’Annunzio  ruled  in  August  that 
Rosemary  Dempsey,  a  law  student  former  National 
Board  member  and  New  Jersey  state  coordinator  for 
the  National  Organization  for  Women,  could  not  be 
denied  custody  of  her  two  children  on  the  sot© 
grounds  that  she  was  living  with  her  lover,  Margaret 
Wales  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  5). 

Now,  according  to  a  report  in  the  Militant,  the 
Rabbinical  Alliance  is  attempting  to  have  D’Annunzio 
removed.  Abraham  Hecht,  president  of  the  Alliance, 
said  D’Annunzio  is  “aiding  those  who  would  destroy 
the  institution  of  the  family  in  America.” 


insulting  kissing 

LONDON  —  Two  gay  men  have  been  arrested  for 
kissing  at  a  picket  of  the^movie  Cruising  outside  a 
theatre  in  Piccadilly  Circus  here.  According  to  the 
British  group  Gays  Against  the  Film  Cruising,  the  two 
men  were  charged  with  “insulting  behaviour  likely  to 
cause  a  breach  of  the  peace”  and  “obstructing  the 
highway.” 

The  organization’s  press  release  on  the  Septem¬ 
ber  28  incident,  which  gives  no  further  details  on  the 
arrests,  states  that  “the  charges  represent  a  very 
basic  attack  on  the  rights  of  gay  people.  The  result  of 
a  conviction  for  ‘insulting  behavior’  for  kissing  would 
prevent  open  displays  of  affection  by  gay  people  in 
any  situation  where  it  could  be  claimed  that  ‘the 
public’  might  be  insulted  —  even  when,  as  on  the 
picked  itself,  no  complaint  had  been  made.” 

According  to  the  organization,  a  total  of  five  gay 
men  have  been  arrested  during  the  ongoing  London 
pickets  against  the  film.  The  others  have  been 
charged  with  “obstructing  the  highway”  and  in  one 
case,  “obstructing  the  police.” 

The  organization  says  that  “we  have  been  hold¬ 
ing  a  peaceful  picket,  displaying  placards  on  which 
we  have  reproduced  reviews  of  the  film  handing  out 
leaflets  explaining  why  we  are  picketing  the  cinema.” 

The  press  release  points  to  “a  growing  number 
of  arrests  within  the  gay  community”  in  Britain  — 
arrests  which  members  of  the  organization  feel  are  a 
form  of  harassment  of  lesbians  and  gay  males. 
Among  the  incidents  mentioned:  the  arrest  of  ten  gay 
men  in  separate  incidents  at  London’s  Gay  Pride 
March  in  June  (five  of  whom,  who  pleaded  “not 
guilty,”  have  been  acquitted);  a  series  of  raids  on 
lesbian  and  gay  clubs  in  Manchester,  where  people  of 
the  same  sex  who  were  dancing  together  were  report¬ 
edly  arrested  for  “licentious  dancing,”  and  in 
London;  and  an  increase  in  “cottaging,”  or  restroom, 
arrests  of  gay  men. 

“The  police-have  also  misused  information  given 
by  gay  people  in  response  to  requests  for  help  in 
solving  murder  cases  involving  gay  victims,"  charges 
the  organization.  “These  events  have  led  most  of  the 
gay  movement  to  reconsider  relations  with  the  police. 
. . .  At  recent  meetings  convened  to  discuss  relations 
with  the  police,  most  lesbian  and  gay  organizations 
have  adopted  a  position  of  non-cooperation  with  the 
police  similar  to  that  adopted  recently  by  the  black 
community.” 
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Asian  Group  Asks  Bar 
To  Stop  Playing  Song 


By  David  Morris 

BOSTON  —  An  organization 
here  has  charged  that  the  playing 
of  the  popular  song  “Turning 
Japanese”  by  The  Vapors  in  a 
local  gay  disco  promotes  racist  at¬ 
titudes. 

Members  of  Boston  Asian  Gay 
Males  and  Lesbians  (BAGML) 
told  GCN  they  were  offended 
when  they  learned  that  patrons  of 
the  bar  “jumped  up  and  down  and 
made  slant  eyes”  while  dancing  to 
the  song.  The  phrase  “turning 
Japanese”  is  reportedly  British 
slang  for  “masturbating  and  the 
lyrics  to  the  song  have  been  inter¬ 
preted  as  referring  to  masturba¬ 
tion. 

One  member  of  the  group,  who 
asked  that  his  name  not  be  used, 
told  GCN ,  “The  media  would 
never  dare  play  a  song  equating  the 
facial  features  of  black  people  to 
masturbation.  They’re  doing  it  to 
Asian  people  because  they  can 
snub  Asians.  The  media  are  liberal 
only  when  they  have  to  be.” 

Another  member  of  the  group, 
who  says  other  members  disagree 
withhis  opinion,  told  GCN,  “The 
media  are  prepared  to  let  popular 


taste,  however  offensive  and  how¬ 
ever  racist,  dictate  their  decisions, 
decisions  based  on  the  functioning 
of  their  enterprises  as  competitive, 
capitalist  units,  rather  than  on  any 
sensitivity  to  members  of  the  gay 
community.” 

BAGML  members  explained  to 
GCN  that  they  were  not  accusing 
the  management  of  the  bar  or  its 
patrons  of  racism  but  that,  regard¬ 
less  of  intent,  the  consequences  of 
the  song  and  the  gestures  of  the 
dance  are  harmful  to  Asians.  They 
said  the  song  encourages  racism  as 
an  acceptable  form  of  entertain¬ 
ment.  They  added  that  the  song 
equated  being  Asian  with  mastur¬ 
bation. 

At  a  meeting  on  Tuesday,  Octo¬ 
ber  7,  members  of  BAGML  asked 
the  manager  of  the  bar  in  question 
to  “work  against  conditions  that 
encourage  racist  behavior”  by  not 
playing  the  song.  They  said  the 
playing  of  the  song  destroys  the 
value  of  a  gay  bar  as  a  refuge 
where  different  kinds  of  people 
can  feel  comfortable. 

BAGML  members  reported  to 
GCN  that  the  manager  replied  he 
would  continue  playing  the  song 


because  of  the  frequent  requests 
for  it.  He  is  reported  to  have  said 
the  bar  caters  to  all  groups  and  to 
stop  playing  the  song  would  be  un¬ 
fair  to  patrons  who  like  it.  He  told 
the  group  he  would  stop  playing 
the  song  only  if  all  the  other  discos 
and  radio  stations  in  Boston  did 
the  same. 

The  disco  manager  was  not 
available  for  comment. 

The  manager  reportedly  said  he 
thought  the  song  was  in  poor  taste 
but  not  necessarily  racist. 

A  compromise  was  reached 
when  the  manager  told  the 
BAGML  members  he  would  have 
employees  ask  patrons  to  discon¬ 
tinue  the  “slant  eyes”  gesture  and 
would  evict  those  patrons  who  re¬ 
fused.  The  BAGML  members  say 
they  appreciate  the  gocfd-faith  ef¬ 
fort. 

In  addition,  BAGML  is  asking 
supporters  to  make  “negative  re¬ 
quests”  for  the  song,  asking  that  it 
not  be  played.  They  plan  to  ap¬ 
proach  other  gay  bars  in  Boston 
and  are  considering  protesting  a 
“Turning  Japanese  Party”  sched¬ 
uled  to  take  place  October  19  iri  a 
Providence,  R.I.  gay  bar. 


Men  Meet  in  Maine  Conference 


By  Dick  Harrison 

MID-COASTAL  MAINE  — 
During  the  weekend  of  Sept.  19- 
21,  nearly  50  men  from  northern 
New  England  and  the  Maritimes 
gathered  for  what  was  billed  as  a 
“festive  retreat  for  gay  and 
bisexual  men  of  all  ages.”  The 
theme  of  the  weekend,  “Getting 
In  Touch,”  was  chosen  to  stress 
the  need  for  the  men  of  these 
regions  to  reach  out  to  each  other  v 

Organized  as  a  result  of  a  work¬ 
shop  on  rural  gays  at  the  7th 
Maine  Lesbian/Gay  Symposium, 
the  plans  evolved  from  a  weekend 
for  rural  lesbians  and  gay  men  to 
one  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  It 
was  felt  by  the  men  in  the  planning 
committee  that  there  was  a  need 
for  men  to  gather  to  address  issues 
which  women  had  been  addressing 
for  some  time  —  those  especially 
which  seemed  to  divide  them  ra¬ 
ther  than  unite  them  as  a  move¬ 
ment. 

“Getting  In  Touch”  was 


Day  weekend,  but  because  of 
adverse  publicity  which  resulted  in 
harassment  of  the  lodge  owner 
where  it  was  to  be  held,  the 
gathering  was  cancelled  at  the  last 
moment.  Through  members  of  the 
planning  group,  another  location 
was  secured. 

The  majority  of  the  participants 
were  from  Maine,  but  there  were 
more  than  a  dozen  men  from  New 
Hampshire,  New  Brunswick, 
Nova  Scotia,  and  Massachusetts. 
Many  of  the  men  were  living  rural 
lifestyles  —  the  independence  of 
the  Mainer  was  evident  listening  to 
conversations  about  their  home¬ 
steads,  when  the  first  frost  occur¬ 
red,  or  how  many  cords  of  wood 
they  planned  to  bum  this  winter. 
It  was  evidently  not  a  gathering  of 
“city  folk.” 

The  sponsors  of  the  weekend 
were  all  from  Maine.  They  in¬ 
cluded  Mid-Coast  Gay  Men  from 
the  Belfast/Rockland  area,  and 
DownEast  Gay  Alliance  (DEGA) 


originally  scheduled  for  Labor  from  the  Bar  Harbor  region. 


Black  Men  Picket 


Continued  from  Page  1 
into  the  disco  on  Friday,  October 
3.  Presenting  only  state  of  Illinois 
driver’s  licenses,  the  investigators 
were  admitted. 

The  bar  check  included  black 
men,  black  women,  and  a  Latina 
woman  investigator. 

On  the  basis  of  the  bar  check, 
the  Commission  found  no  evi¬ 
dence  of  discrimination.  However, 
CCHR  Public  Information  Offi¬ 
cer  Carlos  Clarke  told  GCN, 
“Anything  could  have  happened; 
they  could  have  known  we  were 
coming.  We  will  continue  check- 
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mg. 

Herbert  Jackson  responded  that 
the  Human  Relations  Commission 
was  an  ineffective  group.  “I  don’t 
think  they  want  to  make  any  kind 
of  waves.” 

“We  have  also  filed  a  complaint 
with  the  state  liquor  people,” 
Jackson  added. 

Illinois  Liquor  Control  Com¬ 
missioner  Irene  Bahr  told  GCN 
that  a  recent  case  involving  the 
Bistro  went  to  an  appellate  court. 
“There  was  the  question  of 
whether  a  woman  was  barred  be¬ 
cause  she  was  a  woman  or  she 
didn’t  have  sufficient  identifi¬ 
cation.” 

The  court  ruled  she  did  not  have 
sufficient  identification,  reported 
Bahr.  Chief  investigator  Eric  Wis- 
ette  could  not  be  reached  for  com¬ 


ment  on  any  current  complaints. 

W.hile  actions  at  the  Bistro  con¬ 
tinued,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Co¬ 
alition  of  Metropolitan  Chicago 
completed  work  September  9  on 
the  recommendations  of  its  Com¬ 
mittee  to  Study  Discrimination. 
Resolutions  passed  concerned 
ageism,  the  physically  challenged 
sexism,  and  racism. 

More  complaints  were  lodged 
against  Dugan’s  Bistro  than  any 
other  bar  in  the  city,  the  Coalition 
reported.  “In  all  cases,  the  form 
that  racial  discrimination  has 
taken  has  been  the  requesting  of 
several  identification  cards  by 
doorkeepers  at  these  liquor  estab¬ 
lishments.” 

CBGM  media  coordinator  Lar¬ 
ry  Baker  told  GCN,  “We  want  a 
uniform  carding  policy.  I  see 
whites  going  in  there  (Dugan’s  Bis¬ 
tro)  that  I  know  are  underage. 

“They  can  just  walk  in,  yet 
every  time  1  go  in  there  I  have  to 
pull  out  a  passport;  I  got  to  pull 
out  two  or  three  other  photo  IDs. 

“I  can’t  stand  it;  I’ve  been  over 
21  for  years.  And  women,  oh,  a 
lesbian,  they  give  hell  to.” 

Coalition  cochair  Delilah  Ken¬ 
ney  told  GCN  that  when  the  Coali¬ 
tion  first  authorized  the  discrimi¬ 
nation  study  in  September  1978, 
most  of  the  bars  and  the  Tavern 
Continued  on  Page  7 


Willie  Sanders 


Sanders  Freed 


Of  Rape  Charges 


Northern  Lambda  Nord  (in 
Aroostook  County  and  neigh¬ 
boring  New  Brunswick)  did  not 
officially  sponsor  the  gathering, 
but  several  members  participated 
in  the  planning. 

Eight  workshops  /  discussion 
groups  were  held.  These  included 
legal  issues  facing  gay  men,  led  by 
a  gay  attorney;  homosexuality  and 
spirituality,  discussed  by  two 
clergy  —  a  Catholic  priest  who  is 
involved  with  Dignity/Maine,  and 
a  Unitarian  minister  who  is  openly 
gay  in  his  church.  An  informa¬ 
tional  workshop  was  held  dealing 
with  gay  health  —  alcoholism, 
drug  abuse,  and  sexually  trans¬ 
mitted  diseases.  Members  of  two 
gay  groups  in  Maine  discussed 
their  experiences  in  “Organizing  a 
Gay  Group.” 

Some  of  the  most  lively  and 
interesting  discussion  occurred  in 
the  four  other  workshops.  A 
workshop  on  feminism  evoked  a 
questioning  of  “male  privilege” 
and  how  we  as  men  need  to  recog¬ 
nize  this  “advantage”  —  and  be 
willing  to  relinquish  it. 

A  discussion  on  coming  out  was 
introduced  by  a  graduate  student 
who  is  doing  his  thesis  on  gays  on- 
the-job  —  how  they  are  oftentimes 
played  off  against  one  another  by 
straight  co-workers;  how  gay  men 
will  “pair  off’  to  work  with 
women,  since  that  makes  the  en¬ 
vironment  more  “comfortable” 
for  them,  appearing  to  be  in  a 
heterosexual  grouping.  The  major 
part  of  the  discussion,  however, 
centered  around  the  ever-present 
conflict  —  to  be  out  or  not  to  be 
out. 

There  was  also  a  variety  of  opin¬ 
ions  in  a  discussion  about  gay 
couples  —  from  the  monogamous, 
strictly  faithful  relationship  to  the 
completely  “open”  one. 

At  a  workshop  o  gay  parents,  a 
large  percentage  of  the  men  were 
fathers.  Of  the  1J  or  so  partici¬ 
pants,  about  one-third  had  chil¬ 
dren. 

As  a  result  of  this  first  gay  men’s 
gathering,  another  may  be  plan¬ 
ned  £>r  the  late  spring,  1 98 1 ,  at  the 
same  location.  A  winter  gathering 
was  also  suggested,  which  would 
be  held  at  a  heated  lodge. 

(Anyone  interested  in  informa¬ 
tion  about  any  future  gatherings 
may  write  “Getting  In  Touch”  in 
care  of  one  of  the  three  Maine  gay 
groups,  whose  addresses  are  listed 
in  the  GCN  Gay  Guide.) 


By  Lee  Swislow 

BOSTON  —  Willie  Sanders  is 
free.  The  39-year  old  black  man 
was  acquitted  by  a  jury  on 
October  3  of  the  last  rape  case 
pending  against  him. 

Sanders  had  been  charged  with 
four  of  the  eight  rapes  committed 
in  Allston-Brighton  in  the  winter 
of  ’78-’79.  In  the  spring  of  1979  a 
defense  committee  was  formed, 
which  argued  that  Sanders  was  ar¬ 
rested  simply  to  satisfy  community 
pressure  for  police  action.  How¬ 
ever,  they  said,  there  was  no  real 
evidence  against  Sanders  and  the 
police  used  manipulative  tech¬ 
niques  in  getting  some  of  the  rape 
victims  to  identify  him  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  8,  No.  2). 

Sanders  was  acquitted  of  the 
first  rape  in  November,  1979.  The 
second  case  was  dismissed  in  May, 
1980  and  the  third  in  September. 

Sunny  Robinson  has  been  work¬ 
ing  with  the  Willie  Sanders  De¬ 
fense  Committee  since  the  spring 
of  1979.  “When  I  heard  the  ver¬ 
dict  I  felt  an  overwhelming  sense 
of  relief  as  opposed  to  celebration. 
I  was  glad  to  have  won,  but  it 
should  never  have  happened  —  he 
should  never  have  been  arrested. 
The  enormous  problem  of  street 


safety  for  women  has  never  been 
addressed.  Whoever  did  commit 
those  rapes  is  still  on  the  streets  of 
Brighton  and  there  is  no  indication 
that  the  police  ever  did  any  serious 
investigation.” 

Robinson  felt  the  defense  com¬ 
mittee  was  very  important  in  help¬ 
ing  Sanders  win.  “We  provided 
extra  people  to  do  a  lot  of  small 
but  necessary  tasks.  We  raised 
money.  And  we  raised  the  issue  — 
we  developed  wide  support  in  a 
variety  of  groups.  We  also  showed 
the  criminal  justice  system  it  was 
being  watched.  There  was  a  large 
group  of  people  in  the  court  every 
day  saying  —  you  will  not  mess 
with  this  man.” 

Sanders  incurred  about  $50,000 
of  legal  costs  during  his  struggle. 
The  defense  committee  plans  to 
stay  together  to  raise  the  $12,000 
still  owed. 

The  committee  is  also  trying  to 
organize  an  educational  program 
for  sometime  in  November  of  the 
racist  use  of  the  rape  charge  and 
the  implications  for  the  women’s 
and  black  communities.  “We 
want  to  talk  about  how  to  move 
forward  in  the  fight  against  rape, 
but  to  do  it  in  an  anti-racist  way,” 
said  Robinson. 


N.H.  Group  Plans 
Protest  Vs.  Falwell 


By  Eric  E.  Rofes 

CORCORD,  N.H.  —  Lesbian 
and  gay  activists  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  have  organized  a  “silent 
protest  vigil”  against  funda¬ 
mentalist  preacher  Jerry  Falwell, 
to  coincide  with  Falwell’s  “I  Love 
America”  rally  on  steps  of  New 
Hampshire’s  State  Capitol  on 
Monday,  October  13.  The  vigil, 
which  is  planned  to  take  place 
between  1 1  a.m.  and  12:30  p.m.  at 
the  same  time  and  site  as  Falwell’s 
rally,  has  been  organized  by  Dig¬ 
nity/Integrity  here. 

Jim  Bretz,  a  member  of  Dig¬ 
nity/Integrity  and  an  organizer  of 
the  vigil,  told  GCN  that  “our 
organization  is  not  planning  on 
disrupting  Falwell’s  rally  —  that’s 
why  its  a  silent  vigil.  He  has  the 
microphone  and  he’s  able  to  out- 
shout  us.  But  we’ll  be  there,  on  the 
same  steps,  to  give  our  view¬ 
point.”  Bretz  urged  people  joining 
the  vigil  to  bring  signs  and  ban¬ 
ners. 

Bretz  went  on  to  say,  “We  felt 
this  was  a  fundamentalist  coming 
into  our  home  territory  and  telling 
us  there’s  no  such  thing  as  a  gay 
Christian.  Dignity/Integrity  felt 
that  as  a  Christian  organization, 
we  should  make  some  kind  of 


statement  at  the  rally.” 

Falwell  has  invited  church 
groups  and  schools  from  all  over 
New  England  to  attend  his  rally. 
In  a  mailing  sent  to  private  schools 
throughout  New  England,  Falwell 
stated,  “I  am  writing  to  you  be¬ 
cause  I  know  that  you  believe  in 
freedom  for  our  Christian  schools 
and  will  stand  with  us  in  our  fight 
against  abortion,  homosexuality, 
pornography,  intrusion  by  gov¬ 
ernment  in  the  affairs  of  local 
churches,  etc.”  Falwell  claims  to 
have  invited  all  governors  and 
elected  officials  in  New  England  to 
this  rally. 

“Because  Falwell  has  invited 
people  from  outside  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  to  this  rally,  we  urge  all 
people  in  New  England  to  join  us 
at  the  vigil,”  Bretz  told  GCN. 
“Because  of  the  issues  Falwell’s 
talking  about  —  against  abortion, 
gay  rights,  the  ERA  —  everyone  is 
welcome  at  our  protest.” 

At  a  recent  “I  Love  America” 
rally  in  Madison,  Wisconsin,  Fal¬ 
well  was  disrupted  by  300  protest¬ 
ors  who  heckled  his  speech  shout¬ 
ing,  “Sieg  Heil!”  and  carrying 
signs  stating  “Ayatollah  Falwell” 
and  “War  Mongers  are  Not  Pro- 
Life.”  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  11)^ 
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Community  Yokes 


share  our  joy 

Gay  Community  News, 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  at  the 
convention  of  the  Texas  Democratic  Party  this 
weekend  in  Houston,  the  delegates  voted  to 
include  a  plank  in  the  state  platform  which  not 
only  incorporated  the  sexual  orientation 
language  of  the  national  platform,  but  also 
called  for  the  repeal  of  Section  21 .06  of  the  Texas 
Penal  Code,  the  statute  criminalizing  homosex¬ 
ual  activity.  This  historic  event  was  the  result  of 
an  intense  political  organization  and  community 
education  effort  directed  by  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Democrats  of  Texas  in  cooperation  with  the 
Dallas  Gay  Political  Caucus,  the  Austin 
Lesbian/Gay  Political  Caucus,  and  the  Houston 
Gay  Political  Caucus. 

This  platform  position  was  a  major  step  in  our 
ultimate  goal  of  repealing  this  statute  and 
establishing  a  precedent  for  other  state  parties 
with  regard  to  gay  rights. 

We  know  that  you  share  our  joy  and  sense  of 
accomplishment. 

Sincerely, 

Terry  Tebedo 

Vice  President,  Dallas  Gay  Political  Caucus 
Dallas,  TX 


just  desserts 

Dear  Editor, 

Here’s  a  hearty  second  to  your  response  to  the 
disgruntled  Integrity  member  (Sept.  20).  As  a 
long-time  volunteer  worker  on  two  gay  news¬ 
papers,  I  can  certainly  testify  that  there’s  nothing 
more  frustrating,  discouraging  and/or  infuriat¬ 
ing  than  what  we  on  the  Vegas  Gay  Times  staff 
have  come  to  refer  to  as  “planners”  —  people 
perfectly  willing  to  contribute  suggestions  and 
criticisms  but  not  copy.  I’m  not  sure  just  why  it  is 
that  announcing  the  formation  of  a  gay  news¬ 
paper  immediately  creates  images  in  the  minds  of 
the  community  of  a  professional  staff  of  eager 
reporters  busily  covering  every  possible  nook  and 
cranny  in  town,  from  the  City  Commission  to 
Penney’s  restroom,  but  the  actuality  certainly 
bears  little  relation  to  the  dream. 

I  think  every  volunteer  newspaper,  gay  or 
otherwise,  eventually  makes  adjustments  to  the 
reality  of  the  situation.  The  staff  members  cover 
what  they  feel  to  be  important.  The  resulting 
publication  will  inevitably  neglect  certain  groups. 
But,  1  suspect,  if  there’s  no  one  in  those  groups 
interested  enough  to  cover  their  own  activities, 
it’s  pretty  well  axiomatic  that  no  one  else  is  going 
to  be  interested  either.  Just  desserts? 

Sincerely  yours, 

Lamont  Downs 
Las  Vegas,  NV 

solidarity  with 
sydenham 

Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers: 

As  an  activist  in  the  movement  for  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  and  as  a  candidate  for  the  New  York 
State  Assembly,  64th  A.D.,  I  am  writing  to  urge 
all  lesbian  and  gay  individuals  and  organizations 
to  seek  ways  of  expressing  your  support  for  the 
black  community  of  Harlem,  where  the  racist 
Mayor  and  city  officials,  in  compliance  with  the 
city  banks,  are  trying  to  shut  down  Sydenham 
Hospital. 

For  more  than  a  week  the  black  community 
has  been  occupying  Sydenham  to  keep  the  city^ 
from  shutting  the  hospital  down.  In  spite  of  an 
unprovoked  and  vicious  attack  by  NYC  police  in 
which  many  innocent  people  were  savagely 
beaten,  the  people  of  Harlem  are  holding  strong. 
Their  message,  that  health  care  is  a  right  and  not 
a  privilege,  is  ringing  loud  and  clear. 

Those  of  us  who  have  been  fighting  for  our 
rights  as  lesbians  and  gay  men  can  easily  see  the 
significance  of  the  Sydenham  struggle.  We  know 
the  devastating  effects  of  the  cutbacks  which  are 
being  leveled  against  the  poor,  especially  the 
black  and  Latin  people  of  this  city.  We  know  too 
that  militant  struggle,  such  as  the  struggle  at 
Sydenham,  is  the  only  effective  way  of  fighting 
back.  As  a  movement  which  has  always  under¬ 
stood  that  racism  hurts  us  all,  it  has  been  our 
tradition  to  fight  against  it  and  to  reach  out 
whenever  possible  to  those  who  are  fighting  back 
against  the  same  bigoted  system  which  denies  us 
our  fundamental  rights  in  this  country. 

The  struggle  at  Sydenham  against  police  bru¬ 
tality  and  a  system  which  puts  profits  first  and 
people’s  needs  last,  needs  our  support.  We  have 
a  unique  opportunity  to  let  the  black  people  of 
New  York  know  that  our  movement  gives  its  full 
and  unconditional  support  to  their  struggle. 
Expressions  of  support  and  telegrams  of  protest 
sent  to  the  Mayor  will  help  solidarize  our  struggle 
with  all  those  who  are  fighting  back  against  the 
racist,  sexist  and  anti-gay  forces  who  seek  to 
divide  and  weaken  our  collective  struggle  for 
political  and  economic  justice. 

Yours  in  the  struggle, 

Preston  Wood 
New  York,  NY 


mystery  of  the 
missing  maxine 

Dear  GCN, 

In  your  Sept.  27  issue  in  the  Calendar  of 
Coming  Events  there  was  mention  of  a  Maxine 
Feldman  concert  on  Sept.  25  at  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity. 

Well,  after  traveling  around  on  the  damned  T 
and  walking  several  blocks  with  several  wrong 
directions,  I  got  to  Sleeper  Hall  (which  turned 
out  to  be  a  men’s  dorm)  and  finally  to  871  Com¬ 
monwealth  Ave.  (the  place  mentioned  for  the 
concert). 

Lo  and  behold!  There  was  no  one  there  except 
for  some  very  confused  women  (like  myself)-  No 
Maxine,  no  tickets  sellers,  not  even  a  sign. 

What  the  hell  happened?  Nobody  knew.  I  had 
tried  calling  254-5643  (the  information  number 
given  in  the  calendar)  earlier  that  day  only  to  get' 
a  woman  who  knew  hardly  anything  (much  less 
the  exact  location,  not  even  the  date).  “The 
concert’s  tonight?”  she  asked. 

Well,  to  say  I  was  pissed  is  the  understatement. 
Fill  me  in,  please.  What  did  happen  to  the 
concert?  Was  the  notice  a  misprint? 

Sincerely, 

Lor  Jackson 
Roslindale,  MA 

Editor’s  Note:  Maxine  Feldman’s  free  concert 
has  been  rescheduled  for  Oct.  16  at  8:00  p.m.  at 
Sleeper  Hall,  Boston  University.  The  University 
rescheduled  it  when  they  realized  that  William 
Kunstler  was  speaking  at  BU  that  same  night. 
Unfortunately,  they  never  notified  GCN.  Please, 
remember  to  tel l  us  when  your  group  decides  to 
reschedule  or  cancel  an  event  you  have  listed  in 
our  calendar!  The  lesbian  /gay  grapevine  isn’t 
always  dependable. 

a  long  way  to  go 

Dear  Editor: 

Considering  your  recent  series  of  articles  on 
the  plight  of  Cuban  refugees,  I  thought  you 
would  be  interested  in  the  following  excerpt  from 
an  article  in  the  Monday,  Sept.  29  Washington 
Post.  The  context  is  that  of  a  staff  writer’s  “in- 
depth”  interview  of  a  Cuban  refugee  (pseudo¬ 
nym:  Armando)  who  is  having  many  problems 
adjusting  to  life  in  the  United  States: 

During  a  talk  one  night  with  Armando’s  new 
roommates,  the  four  men  present  said  that  most  of 
all  they  had  been  shocked  by  American  attitudes 
toward  male  homosexuals.  In  Cuba,  homosexuality 
is  frequently  punished  with  a  prison  sentence  and 
rarely,  if  at  all,  openly  discussed. 

While  spending  time  at  Fort  McCoy,  Wis.,  after 
arriving  from  Cuba,  they  said  they  had  been  stunned 
by  the  tolerance  of  the  American  military.  “Many  of 
the  Cuban  ex-prisoners  had  become  homosexuals  in 
jail.  The  first  weeks  there  were  waves  of  marriages 
among  them"”  said  one  man  who  had  spent  39  days 
at  McCoy.  “Every  day  there  were  at  least  two  or 
three  homosexual  weddings  in  the  camp.” 

“With  the  bedsheets  they  made  wedding  dresses, 
very  clever.  They  used  toilet  paper  to  make  garlands 
and  flowers  for  their  head,”  recalled  Armando,  who 
was  there  for  five  weeks.  “There  were  special  honey¬ 
moon  quarters,  those  were  bunkbeds  separated  with 
sheets  for  privacy.  The  American  soldiers  just  stood 
around  and  laughed.  It  was  incredible.” 

It  is  interesting  how  we,  as  readers,  are  made 
to  feel  that  our  attitudes  in  the  United  States 
toward  homosexuality  are  especially  liberated;  in 
the  eyes  of  the  straight  Cuban  refugees,  too 
much  so.  And,  of  course,  we  are  given  no  basis 
for  believing  gay  Cubans  are  other  than  flaming 
queens  who  have  the  audacity  to  pretend  as 
though  they  can  actually  marry  one  another  in 
vile  ceremonies.  Finally,  how  ironic  it  is  that 
these  Cuban  men  chose  to  see  the  military  as 
being  so  tolerant.  Perhaps  they  are,  compara¬ 
tively.  But,  couldn’t  the  Matlovitches  of  our 
Armed  Forces  tell  them  a  thing  or  two! 

We’ve  still  got  a  long  way  to  go. 

Sincerely, 

Robert  Ellgas 
Washington,  DC 

calling  all  artists! 

During  Artweek/Boston  (Oct.  18-26)  GCN  will 
be  visiting  the  studios  of  as  many  gay  artists  as 
possible.  We  are  interested  in  interviewing  and 
seeing  the  works  of  gay  artists.  If  you  would  like 
to  be  included  in  our  visits  please  call  Rob 
Schmieder  at  GCN  426-4469.  If  you  have  a 
resume  or  reproductions  of  your  works  that  we 
could  you,  please  let  us  know. 


Reminder 

Bylines/Datelines 

In  August  1979,  in  response  to  suggestions 
from  our  readers,  we  developed  the  following 
policy:  datelines  appear  in  all  news  stories  to 
identify  immediately  the  location  of  a  news 
event.  Bylines  (such  as  “By  Lisa  Nussbaum”) 
indicate  that  the  writer  filed  the  story  from 
the  city  in  which  it  took  place.  In  the  case  that 
the  story  is  written  in  a  city  other  than  the  one 
indicated  by  the  dateline,  we  use  the  words 
“Compiled  by.” 


attica  mini-law 
library 

Dear  Editor: 

For  people  like  ourselves,  who  live  life  subject 
to  discrimination  in  every  feasible  route,  we  have 
probably  discovered  that  the  most  effective  way 
to  better  our  conditions  and  ease  some  of  the 
burden  of  life  is  to  reach  out  and  offer  assistance 
to  one  another  as  best  we  can.  For  this  reason, 
we  submit  this  article  to  you,  hoping  you  will 
place  it  in  your  newspaper  and  that  all  your 
readers  who  possibly  can,  will  assist  us  in  our 
endeavor. 

We  are  inmates  confined  to  a  segregation  unit 
in  the  Attica  State  Prison.  To  all  of  us,  the  most 
important  "aspect  of  life  is  freedom.  Due  to  our 
confinement  and  financial  situation,  the  only 
avenue  to  freedom  is  via  access  to  the  courts 
through  utilization  of  the  prison  Law  Library. 
And  more  than  often,  we  find  this  avenue  to  be 
futile. 

We  have  no  meaningful  access  to  the  prison 
Law  Library,  due  to  our  confienment  in  this 
unit.  We  have  sought  redress  of  this  situation 
through  the  federal  court  on  a  1983  Class  Action; 
however,  this  action  has  been  pending  for  five 
years,  without  solution  or  solution  in  sight.  In 
this  respect,  delaying  the  case  and  denying  us  our 
right  as  an  outcome  of  the  case  appears  to  be  the 
single  objective.  Not  only  is  the  court  extremely 
hesitant  in  solving  this  matter,  but  what’s  worse 
is  that  the  prison  administrators  see  what  our 
situation  is,  claim  they  can  appreciate  it,  but 
make  no  attempt  at  all  to  help  us  in  any  way, 
shape,  or  form.  Our  hope  and  struggle  for  their 
cooperation  has  proven  to  be  a  waste  of  time, 
effort,  paper,  and  postage. 

Since  we  cannot  go  through  them,  we  have  de¬ 
cided  to  go  around  them.  We  have  been  appeal¬ 
ing  to  legal  and  prison  organizations  in  the  hope 
of  receiving  assistance  from  them  in  the  way  of 
material  contributions.  The  responses  to  this 
appeal  have  been  somewhat  encouraging,  and  in 
many  cases,  very  altruistic.  But  the  struggle  goes 
on. 

The  contributions  sought  by  us  break  down 
into  two  categories:  Legal  material,  such  as  any 
law  book  dealing  in  constitutional  or  criminal 
law,  a  legal  periodical,  self-help  litigation 
manuals,  appellate  briefs  (pro  and  con),  mem¬ 
orandums  of  law,  standard  forms  of  motions 
and  units,  ANY  of  the  federal  advance  sheets  as 
they  are  replaced  by  the  handbound  volumes,  or 
just  a  promise  to  copy  one  or  two  major  cases 
now  and  then  so  that  the  filing  system  we  have 
created  can  be  kept  up  to  date  (we  also  ask  that 
we  be  thought  of  before  any  legal  material  is 
thrown  away,  for  anything  that  you  throw  away 
may  be  invaluable  to  us.)  We  are  also  in  need  of 
clerical  supplies,  such  as  typing  paper,  onion  skin 
paper,  carbon  paper,  legal  size  pads,  large 
(9”x-12”)  envelopes,  pens,  “stamps”,  manilla 
folders,  and  typewriter  ribbons. 

We  pray  that  you  will  be  as  concerned  with  the 
right  that  we  are  seeking  to  obtain  and  protect, 
and  offer  us  a  contribution  of  any  dimension.  All 
contributions  can  be  sent  directly  to  the  inmate 
coordinator  of  our  project,  in  behalf  of  all  the 
brothers  and  sisters  who  are  confined  to  our  unit, 
under  the  cover  of  “Legal  Mail”,  at  the 
following  adress: 

Kenneth  Cender,  Inmate  Coordinator 
D.I.N.  79-A-1820 
Mini-Law-Library  Project 
Attica  State  Prison 
P.O.  Box  149 
Attica,  N.Y.  14011 

Your  contributions  will  surely  be  sincerely 
appreciated.  Thank  you. 

In  the  Struggle 

Kenneth  Cender,  Inmate  Coordinator 
July  25,  1980 

poison  to  the 
establishment 

Dearly  Beloved  GCN: 

For  quite  a  few  decades  I  have  gone  along 
unaware  of  the  rising  tide  of  the  gay  movement. 
Now  65, 1  find  this  whole  class  of  fellow  humans 
thinking  along  the  same  lines  I  did  way  back  in 
my  most  active  years. 

But  there  seems  to  be  an  awful  lot  of  beating 
about  the  bush.  There  seems  to  be  such  great 
hesitancy  about  entering  into  the  subject  of 
religion. 

Religion  is  the  very  core  of  the  whole  rising 
confrontation. 

So  I  am  very  glad  our  recognition  of  this  has 
gotten  as  far  as  it  has.  It  is  very  important  to 
make  the  right  start. 

Tom  Paine  has  been  poison  to  the  Establish¬ 
ment  for  200  years.  His  book  on  religion.  The 
Age  of  Reason,  cannot  be  answered  by  the  estab¬ 
lished  churches,  nor  can  they  entirely  suppress  it. 

It’s  well  worth  looking  up. 

John  L.  Coffin 
Madison,  WI 
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Speaking  Out _ _ 

Don’t  Mourn,  Organize 


By  Michael  Bronski 

In  the  past  four  months  five  gay  men  have  been  murdered  in  Boston.  Raymond 
Kindred  was  killed  in  June,  strangled  and  tied  to  his  bed.  Three  days  later  Leonard 
Riendeau  was  stabbed  to  death  in  his  Beacon  Hill  apartment.  On  the  evening  of  Boston’s 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  March,  Charles  Kimball  was  shot  to  death  in  the  Fenway.  John  J. 
Fuorli,  just  two  weeks  later,  was  bludgeoned  to  death  in  his  South  End  apartment.  This 
past  week,  John  McGrail  was  found  strangled  and  tied  to  his  bed  in  a  manner  that  was 
identical  to  the  Kindred  killing  four  months  before. 

I  had  a  passing  bar  acquaintance  with  McGrail.  When  I  heard  of  his  death  last  Sat¬ 
urday  I  was  very  upset,  and  then  depression  set  in.  It  was  only  after  a  day  or  so  that  I  finally 
realized  that  it  was  not  just  his  d-'ath  —  although  the  murder  of  any  gay  person  affects  us 
all  —  but  the  series  of  murder;  over  the  last  four  months  that  was  finally  getting  to  me. 

After  Kimball  was  killed  i  r'enway,  a  group  of  neighborhood  gays,  The  Fenway 
Gay  Alliance,  painted  a  memorial  —  “A  gay  man  was  murdered  here  on  June  22,  1980” 
—  on  the  walkway  where  he  had  died.  In  my  frequent  Fenway  cruisings  I  had  seen  the 
tribute  and  been  moved  by  it:  but  it  never  struck  me  with  the  force  and  power  of  McGrail’s 
death.  It  was  the  difference  be'  -t  a  metaphoric  reminder  and  a  threat.  I  felt  a  loss,  a 
personal  loss  even  though  we  hardly  have  been  considered  friends,  at  McGrail’s 
-  death.  But  even  more  strongly,  1  warned:  this  is  what  happens  when  you  go  out,  when 
you  go  to  bars,  when  you  are  queer.  i 

Five  deaths  in  four  months  are  not  random  or  coincidental.  Clearly  the  first  and  the 
fifth  are  connected  —  the  neckties  used  as  bondage,  the  pillowcase  over  the  head  —  but  it 
would  be  foolish  to  think  that,  even  if  perpetrated  by  different  killers,  the  other  three  were 
not  part  of  a  pattern.  Feminists  have  shown  us  that  the  violent  crime  of  rape  serves  the 
social  function  of  keeping  women  n  their  place.  The  same  is  true  of  these  killings.  The 
murder  of  John  McGrail  was  t  of  Herbies  (a  Boston  bar)  all  of  last  weekend:  not  a 

source  of  gossip  but  of  anxiety.  Lcopie  felt  a  shock  of  recognition:  safety  is  an  illusion. 

At  first  the  police  and  the  papers  denied  that  there  was  any  connection  between  the 
murders  (although  finally,  because  of  the  overwhelming  similarities  between  the  Kindred 
and  McGrail  murders,  they  had  to  admit  the  obvious  truth).  Reading  through  newspaper 
clippings,  the  reason  for  this  became  clear.  Every  article  mentioned  the  proverbial 
neighbors  who  said  with  unfailing  regularity:  “often  seen  taking  men  into  his  apartment;” 
“had  the  reputation  for  bringir  grangers  back  to  his  home;”  “was  often  seen  in  the 
company  of  unfamiliar  men.”  Subtly,  the  evidence  was  being  introduced  that  the  victims 
had  only  themselves  to  blame,  j.  >/c  mg  for  Mr.  Goodbar  meets  Cruising. 

The  murder  of  John  McGrail  only  added  to  this  myth.  It  was  well  known  that  he 
frequented  leather  bars  and  was  into  the  S&M  scene.  The  fact  that  he  was  bound  and 
gagged  during  or  after  his  death  only  confirmed  the  media’s  earlier  image.  The  ever  vigilant 


Boston  Herald  American  quickly  latched  onto  the  “fact”  that  the  murderer  is  a  “  ‘sado- 
masochist’  whose  ‘signature’  is  the  way  he  binds  victims  with  neckties.”  It  took  only  one 
more  day  before  they  ran  another  say-nothing  article  entitled  “Sadomasochist-style 
Slayings  Viewed  by  Harvard  Psychiatrist,”  and  in  the  grand  Hearst  tradition  coined  the 
term  “necktie  killer.”  The  killings  were  connected  by  the  way  the  victims  “asked  for  it.” 

The  introduction  of  S/M  is  a  red  herring  used  to  intimidate  and  confuse  people.  S/M 
and  murder  have  nothing  in  common.  The  first  is  a  form  of  consensual  sexuality;  the 
second  is  an  act  of  brutality  forced  upon  an  unwilling  victim.  The  police  and  the  media 
have  no  idea  what  John  McGrail’s  sexuality  or  sexual  habits  were.  To  imply  that  his  death 
was  due  to  his  involvement  in  some  form  of  sado-masochism  is  to  prey  upon  popular  fear 
and  ignorance.  It  also  obscures  the  fact  that  McGrail  —  and  the  other  victims  —  were 
killed  because  they  were  gay. 

While  the  Herald  is  busy  with  naming  and  mythologizing  the  “necktie  killer”  not  one 
word  has  been  uttered  about  the  outcry  against  the  film  Cruising.  Nbt  four  months  before 
the  first  killing,  homosexuals  claimed  the  film  would  cause  an  outbreak  in  violence  against 
gays.  Seven  months  later  we  have  five  dead  gay  men  —  at  least  two,  if  not  more,  killed  by 
the  same  person.  This  is  not  to  say  that  the  murders  were  committed  by  someone  who  had 
seen  the  film  —  such  strict,  one-on-one  analogies  are  never  entirely  accurate.  However,  the 
culture  which  created  the  film  also  allows  these  murders. 

And  what  is  the  moral  to  all  of  this?  Some  would  say  it  is  to  avoid  the  bars,  stop 
cruising,  lay  low  for  the  time  being.  The  murders  of  these  men  strike  terror  into  the  hearts 
of  all  gay  people.  To  give  in  to  this  fear  is  to  capitulate.  Our  strength  lies  in  our  refusal  to 
be  intimidated. 

We  can  fight  back  by  being  vigilant,  by  forging  networks  of  communications  between 
ourselves  and  within  environments.  The  death  of  these  five  men  is  a  tragedy,  but  we  will 
gain  strength  if  we  can  understand  the  situation  clearly  and  act.  To  deny  our  sexuality  or 
sexual  habits  can  only  lead  to  further  violence  against  us. 

If  we  are  to  be  free  we  must  be  free  on  our  own  terms,  without  fear,  without 
compromise.  The  death  of  John  McGrail  is  a  warning.  Not  to  be  afraid,  but  to  fight  for 
our  right  to  live. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St,,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Community  Voices 


gay  rights  at  umass 

Dear  GCN, 

The  fight  to  protect  the  rights  of  gay  and 
lesbian  rights  at  UMass  is  not  a  new  one.  While 
some  people  think  that  it  started  last  April,  it 
really  started  many  years  ago.  A  couple  of  years 
ago,  a  student  conduct  code  was  proposed.  The 
anti-discrimination  section  did  not  contain  an 
anti-discrimination  policy  for  gay  and  lesbian 
people,  besides  others.  Before  a  student  assembly 
meeting  I  gave  a  speech  on  why  the  anti-discrim¬ 
ination  clause  should  be  expanded  to  include  gay 
and  lesbian  people,  and  also  protect  people 
against  discrimination  based  on  past  prison 
record,  military  status,  and  student  standing 
(part  or  full  time).  This  was  overwhelmingly 
accepted.  The  conduct  code  proposal  became 
stalled  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  committee. 
When  1  last  looked  into  it,  it  was  still  under 
consideration.  Now  some  people  claim  that  a 
wdtered-down  version  is  an  idea  that  originated 
last  April.  If  I  had  not  learned  from  past 
experience,  I  would  think  this  was  a  common 
error,  but  the  order  of  wording  is  too  familiar, 
for  I  wrote  it.  It  is  my  belief  that  there  may  be 
reasons  that  only  Vietnam  War  military  status  is 
included,  and  prison  records  has  been  deleted 
altogether.  What  they  are  saying  is  that  they  can 
accept  gay  and  lesbian  people,  but  can’t  accept  a 
past  prison  record,  or  bad  discharge  record 
created  before  Vietnam.  Well,  those  things 
should  not  make  a  difference  to  anybody.  So  I 
challenge  those  who  can  add  those  things  to  do 
so  or  account  for  the  reasons  they  will  not.  I  ask 
all  gay  and  lesbian  people  to  not  forget  our 
struggle  has  a  history,  and  if  we  lose  that  history 
we  weaken  the  struggle  and  discount  people  who 
suffered  and  took  chances  to  get  us  here  today. 
We  owe  thanks  to  those  who  came  before  us;  let 
us  not  forget. 

Matthew  J.  Strazzula 
Belmont,  MA 


A  Prison  Project  is  now  being  formed 
to  support  GCN  in  its  longstanding 
effort  to  get  free  subscriptions  to  the 
paper  in  to  lesbian  and  gay  prisoners  and 
also  to  get  books  for  them  to  read  and 
penpals  to  write  to.  (Every  other  week 
there  is  a  prisoner  penpal  list  on  the 
Classifieds  page.)  Volunteer  help  is 
always  appreciated  in  this  and  other 
parts  of  the  project  (including  doing 
outreach  to  women  prisoners  and  re¬ 
searching  and  informing  prisoners  of 
their  mailroom  and  visiting  rights).  If, 
you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a  contri¬ 
bution,  it  will  be  much  appreciated. 
Thank  you. 


dss  needs  gays 

Dear  Editors; 

The  Department  of  Social  Service  Area  Board 
of  Area  37  (representing  Brookline,  Allston, 
Brighton,  Jamaica  Plain  and  Mission  Hill)  has 
requested  to  the  Area  Office  and  the  Central 
Office  that  an  openly  gay  person  be  hired  to 
work  with  gay  people  in  need  of  social  services 
through  DSS.  We  have  not  yet  received  a  reply 
from  the  Central  Office.  The  Area  Director, 
however,  has  agreed  to  be  open  to  the  idea  of 
hiring  someone  to  work  with  gay  people  should 
someone  present  her/himself.  It  is  not  yet  clear 
to  what  extent  this  worker  would  work  only  with 
gay  people. 

I  would  encourage  anyone  with  these  skills  and 
this  interest  to  apply  for  the  position  even  though 
it  is  not  firmly  established  as  a  position  yet.  It  is 
important  that  people  know  that  gays  are  repre¬ 
sented  among  all  people,  including  poor  people 
with  children.  I  would  also  encourage  other 
members  of  Area  Boards  to  make  this  request  to 
their  Area  Offices. 

In  Solidarity, 

Jan  Van  Zandt 
Board  Member,  Area  37 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


close  scrutiny 

Dear  Editor, 

In  regards  to  the  letters  in  GCN  Sept.  6,  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  7)  which  made  reference  to  the 
dealings  of  the  National  Lesbian  and  Gay  Com¬ 
munications  Network;  I  felt  that  some  points 
were  brought  up  which  should  be  investigated  by 
GCN,  if  not  by  the  entire  community. 

I  recently  attended  a  showing  of  the  “docu¬ 
mentary”  of  the  March  on  Washington  which 
was  billed  as  a  benefit  for  the  future  development 
of  the  film.  The  NL&GCN  was  largely  involved 
with  this  showing.  Though  the  turnout  was  a 
relatively  small  part  of  the  community,  I  think 
these  people  have  the  right  to  know  a  little  more 
about  the  cause  they  were  supporting. 

Also,  I  was  looking  forward  to  dealing  with 
the  NL&GCN  in  the  future,  or  at  least  I  was  until 
reading  those  letters  from  K.  Davenport  and  L. 
Arnold. 

I  don’t  feel  like  I  am  in  a  position  to  satisfac¬ 
torily  investigate  this  matter  myself;  therefore  I 
am  suggesting  to  GCN  and  to  the  entire  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Community  that  this  issue  deserves 
close  scrutinization  and  further  investigation. 
Sincerely, 

George  E.  Smith 
Boston,  MA 


a  sense  of  wonder 

Dear  Editor, 

The  convention  report  was  really  marvelous;  I 
enjoyed  it  and  was  really  impressed  by  your  in¬ 
sightful  coverage.  Sometimes  it  seems  that  only  a 
person  relatively  unfamiliar  with  a  phenomenon 
can  find  enough  sense-of-wonder  in  themselves 
to  “see  it  new.”  I  can  think  of  only  one  other  con 
report  that  I  thought  captured  the  diversity  and 
made  as  many  obvious-but-surprising  observa¬ 
tions,  and  that  was  another  newspaper  article  by 
a  woman  named  Maxine  Sidran.  Ms.  Sidran 
wrote  for  a  local  Madison  newspaper  and  came 
to  our  local  convention  (WisCon)  in  order  to 
cover  a  few  hours  of  it,  and  like  you  ended  up 
covering  a  great  deal  more  than  originally  in¬ 
tended. 

Anyway  thank  you,  not  only  for  a  wonderfully 
entertaining  article,  but  also  for  the  free  plugs 
you  gave  JANUS.  1  have  already  gotten  one  sub¬ 
scription  in  the  mail  from  Los  Angeles  as  a  result 
of  your  mention  in  GCN.  I’m  glad  too  that  you 
were  able  to  use  one  of  the  pieces  of  art  I  sent  to 
you. 

Best, 

Jeanne  Gomoll 
JANUS 
Madison,  WI 

bagly  thanks 
boston 

Dear  Editor: 

The  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY)  would  like  to  thank  publicly  the 
numerous  individuals  and  groups  who  gave  their 
time  and  effort  to  help  make  Carnival  ’80  a 
success. 

The  enthusiastkuresponse  we  received  was  an 
inspiration  to  us  in  our  first  year  of  existence.  All 
of  us  at  BAGLY  became  very  much  aware  of  the 
good  feelings  that  can  result  from  cooperation 
within  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

The  funds  raised  from  the  carnival  allow 
BAGLY  to  continue  the  vital  task  of  providing 
services  and  programs  for  the  Boston  area’s 
young  gays  and  lesbians.  It  is  only  with  the 
ongoing  support  of  the  rest  of  the  community 
that  we  are  able  to  do  so. 

Lor  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth, 

Sincerely, 

Ben  Klein 
Boston,  MA 

GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community 
Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters 
should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED.  Anonymous  letters  will  not 
be  published,  but  names  will  be  withheld 
upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addres¬ 
sed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


free  speech 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters: 

Your  Oct.  4  “News  Analysis  of  Primary  Re¬ 
sults”  appears  to  be  an  attack  not  only  on 
Cardinal  Medeiros’  letter  but  also  on  the  right  of 
a  person  to  speak  publicly  on  the  issue  of  abor¬ 
tion. 

Whether  or  not  I  agree  with  the  prelate’s 
statement,  I  defend  his  right  to  say  anything  at 
any  time  —  a  right  guaranteed  by  the  Bill  of 
Rights. 

I  am  under  the  impression  that  in  both  the 
Jewish  and  Protestant  faiths,  there  are  members 
who  condemn  abortion  and  that  this  matter 
crosses  religious  or  ethnic  lines. 

Similarly,  in  the  Catholic  faith,  as  Fr.  Drinan’s 
support  of  Barney  Frank’s  candidacy  demon¬ 
strates,  American  Catholics  are  divided  on  this 
subject. 

Peter  Martin 
Washington,  DC 

straight  to  hell 

Dear  Editor: 

I  am  writing  this  letter  hoping  it  finds  its  way 
into  the  Community  Voices  column  of  your 
paper.  I  have  been  incarcerated  for  approxi¬ 
mately  five  years  now  and  if  it  wasn’t  for  your 
free  subscriptions  to  prisoners,  I  wouldn’t  have 
any  idea  of  what’s  going  on  in  the  free  world.  On 
behalf  of  many  incarcerated  gays  as  well  as  my¬ 
self,  “thanks  a  lot.” 

I  ran  an  ad  (also  free  to  prisoners)  in  your 
paper  recently  and  I  did  not  receive  one  letter 
from  a  gay  person.  As  a  matter  of  fact  all  I  re¬ 
ceived  was  a  letter  from  some  church  saying  I 
was  going  to  hell  for  being  gay!  Hey!  That  was 
it!  I  encourage  the  gay  community  to  be  more 
concerned  about  gay  people  behind  bars  whereas 
there  are  a  lot  of  gay  people  who  really  need 
some  one  to  correspond  with.  Its  gets  awful 
lonely  behind  these  bars. 

Truly, 

Charles  Whittington 
83803  L.S.P.  C.B.C. 

Angola,  LA  70712 

nobody’s  perfect 

To  the  Editor  of  GCN: 

I  was  disappointed  to  see  the  “No  Name 
Calling”  letter  to  the  editor  in  your  last  issue. 
The  writer  of  that  letter,  like  many  of  us,  has 
differences  with  Dr.  Bruce  Voelier"  But  fair  is 
fair  .  .  .  and  criticism  should  be  balanced  with 
recognition  of  the  many  fine  achievements  that 
Bruce  has  to  his  credit.  He  has  helped  us  all  again 
and  again.  And  we  have  no  right  to  expect  him  to 
be  perfect.  He’s  a  good  person  with  his  own  style 
and  he  needs  our  support  as  we  need  his. 

Michael  C.  O’Grady 
New  York,  NY 
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Murder 


DISCUSS  YOUR  AUTOMOBILE  NEEDS 
IN  A  RELAXED  ATMOSPHERE  . . . 


ROBERT  ARON 

CONSULTANT  AND  SALES  REPRESENTATIVE 

Please  call  for  an  appointment 

617/924-8100 

PETER  FULLER  OLDSMOBILE 

43  N.  BEACON  ST.  ON  THE  SQUARE 
WATERTOWN,  MASS. 

Convenient  to  all  Public  Transportation 


Announcing  the  opening  of  a  private  practice  of  medicine 
for  the  gay  community 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  m.d. 

RON  VACHON,  physician  assistant 

Gay  Medicine/Sexually  Transmitted  Problems 


1755  Beacon  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 


By  Appointment  Only 
232-1459 


Affordable 
Legal  Services 

General  Practice  of  Law 
for  the  Gay  Community 

Scott  M.  Donahue 

Attorney  at  Law 

21  Mount  Vernon  Square 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02108 
Tel.  (617)723-7065 


-PEERLESS- 

Roofing,  Tar  & 
Gravel.  Asphalt 
Shingles,  Slate  & 
Gutters.  Chimneys. 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Remodeling 

547-7346 


THE  TRAVEL  CENTER 

for  gay  travel 

GAY  OWNED 
AND  OPERATED 
FREE  destination 
guides  to  bars,  etc. 
with  each  reservation 

24-HR  Answering  Service 

326-6366 


6fp£N  LE^dF 


NOT  JUST  A  PLANT  STORE 


Flowers  Wired 

TELEPHONE:  247-3500 
DICK  GREENLEAF 

478  COLUMBUS  AVE. 
SOUTH  END,  BOSTON 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T  V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
prices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa¬ 
tion  a  specialty.  Mass.  Tech.  Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 
Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tol.  523-2187 


85ft  Wash,  conditioner,  cut  and  D^,  son 

*8  OFF  blow  dry.  With  this  ad.  Reg  20 


Distinctive  hair  designs 


269  Newbury  Street.  Boston,  MA  02116  Phone:  261-1453 


TAPESTRY. 


FEMINIST  COUNSELING  &  EDUCATION 
FOR 

LESBIANS.  LESBIAN  &  GAY  COUPLES, 
FAMILIES.  AND  CHILDREN 
(Alsu  groups,  career 
and  work  consultation) 

Call  for  brochure  or  appt: 

(617)  661-0248 

20  Sacramento  Street,  Cambridge  02138 

Sliding  Fee  Scale  Medicaid  Accepted 


healthy  teeth 


they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


FisherTravel  367-8833 


I  tkivol  A..-  \  1 
( k  lrry  A  i  »sl  »♦  h 

II)  OxHk»S  silt  4*1 

Hoslun  MA  1 1/|  M 


AGENTS  FOR: 
Bermuda  Holidays 
Caribbean  Holidays 
Hans  Ebensten 


Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 

N  Y.  Theatre  Weekends 

Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 


fPATHWKTCl 


THIRD  ANNUAL  WORKSHOP  FOR 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COUPLES 
FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  7  TO 
SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  9 
PR0V1NCET0WN,  MASS. 
CONTACT 

FRANK  H.  RING,  A.C.S.W. 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

_ _ 617-965-1311 _ _ 


HARMONIUM 

MOVERS 


Fully  Licensed  and 
Insured 

Storage  •  Piano  Rigging 
Apt  •  Home  •  Office 
FREE  ESTIMATES 
MOVING  GUIDE 
Express:  N.Y.,  Phila.,  D.C. 

254-2200 


YELLOW  MONKEY 
GUEST  HOUSE 

One  of  Ogunqult’s 
Finest  &  Friendliest 
Guest  Houses 
Efficiencies,  Decks 
Ocean  Views  Available 

OPEN  THRU  OCT  12 
RUN  BY  VICTOR  &  PETER 
44  MAIN  ST,  OGUNQUIT,  ME 
(207  646-9056 


UJOMCN'S 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  C€NT€R 

o  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  lesblon  heolth 

Issues.  Menopause. 
Herbol  healing. 
Others 

Open  House  Regularly  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  Shouts — Available  for 
Groups 

luomen-uuorlter,  ouurted  and  controlled 
639  Moss.  Rve..  Cambridge  547-9302 


pil§|ifim 


Rooms  from  $10.00 
We  welcome  men  and  women 
336  Commercial  Street 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

487-0319 
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Maillet  and  MacCormack  stated 
that  although  the  medical  examin¬ 
er’s  report  has  not  yet  been  issued, 
police  found  no  obvious  signs  of 
sexual  activity  on  the  body. 

Persons  acquainted  with  Mc- 
Grail  describe  him  as  a  cautious 
and  intelligent  man  who  did1  not 
usually  use  alcohol  or  other  drugs 
heavily  and  who  therefore  could 
not  easily  have  been  tricked  into  a 
dangerous  situation.  They  report 
that  his  sexual  contacts  were  lim¬ 
ited  to  a  small  number  of  friends 
and  that  he  didn’t  pick  up  strang¬ 
ers. 

MacCormack  described  the 
murderer  or  murderers  of  Kindred 
and  McGrail  as  “somebody  that 
was  able  to  ingratiate  himself 
enough  with  people  to  get  taken 
home.” 

Maillet  said,  “Whoever  it  was 
was  extremely  persuasive.” 

Of  the  five  gay  men  murdered 
here  in  the  past  four  months,  four 
were  killed  in  their  own  homes  and 
four  were  between  the  ages  of  42 
and  47.  One  victim  was  stabbed, 
another  beaten  to  death  and  two, 
McGrail  and  Kindred,  were  stran¬ 
gled.  Charles  Kimball  was  shot  to 
death  in  The  Fens,  a  popular  out¬ 
door  cruising  area.  None  of  the 
killers  has  been  found  and  police 
report  no  new  developments  in  any 
of  the  cases. 

Meanwhile,  there  are  reports  of 
a  strained  and  anxious  atmosphere 
in  some  Boston  gay  bars.  One  ob¬ 
server  told  GCN  that  since  it 
happened,  McGrail’s  death  has 
dominated  the  conversations  at 
Herbie’s. 

'An  employee  at  another  bar  in 
the  area  told  GCN,  “All  the  cus¬ 
tomers  around  here  are  very  upset. 
Why  can’t  they  do  something  here 
in  the  neighborhood,  in  the  Com¬ 
bat  Zone?  Customers  who’ve  been 
coming  in  here  for  20  and  30  years 
are  scared  to  come  in  the  bars.” 

Robin  MacCormack  stressed 
the  need  for  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity  to  report  any  information 
with  any  possible  relevance  to  the 
murder  cases.  He  told  GCN  that 
even  minor  details  that  might  seem 
unimportant  at  first  could  prove 
significant.  “We  need  all  the  help 
we  can  get,”  he  said. 

Information  can  be  given  either 
to  Detective  Maillet  and  Dets. 
Jack  Spencer  and  Charles  Mc¬ 
Manus  of  the  Homicide  Unit  or  to 
gay  liaison  MacCormack.  Both 
can  be  reached  at  (617)  247-4470. 

MacCormack  assured  GCN  that 
any  information  given  to  him  will 
•  be  kept  in  the  strictest  confidence 
and  that  the  informant’s  ano¬ 
nymity  will  be  assured. 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  noods 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 
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Guild,  composed  mostly  of  bar 
employees,  withdrew  from  the 
Coalition. 

“They  hate  taking  any  kind  of 
stand,”  Kenney  explained. 

That  same  fall  many  of  the  bars 
and  other  gay  businesses  formed  a 
new  organization,  the  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Business  Association. 

CBGM’s  Larry  Baker  charged 
that  the  Coalition  first  stalled  ac¬ 
tion  on  the  discrimination  report, 
and  now  “are  taking  on  this  atti¬ 
tude  that,  okay,  we  did  the  report, 
but  we’re  not  going  to  do  anything 
about  it.” 

Kenney  granted  that  work  on 
the  report  had  gone  slowly,  but  she 
was  proud  of  the  results.  As  for 
plans  for  action  based  on  the  dis¬ 
crimination  resolutions,  she  told 
GCN,  “We  are  not  a  politically 
active  group.  We  are  a  coalition  of 
area  organizations  and  businesses, 
trying  to  get  all  the  groups  together 
to  start  communicating.” 

The  CBGM  flyer  also  accused 
GayLife  publisher  and  bar  owner 
Chuck  Renslow  of  owning  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Gay  Rights  Task  Force 
(IGRTF),  of  slanting  GayLife  cov¬ 
erage  to  please  bar  advertisers,  and 
of  crossing  their  picket  line  to 
enter  the  Bistro. 

Renslow  told  GCN  he  crossed 
the  picket  line  because,  as  chair  of 
the  Metropolitan  Business  Asso¬ 
ciation,  he  had  to  find  what  was 
going  on  at  the  Bistro. 

Responding  further,  Renslow 
explained  that  when  GayLife  re¬ 
ceives  complaints  about  bars,  they 
ask  the  bar  to  respond,  and  print 
both  the  complaint  and  the  re¬ 
sponse  in  the  same  issue,  allowing 
readers  to  draw  their  own  conclu¬ 
sions. 

As  for  ownership  of  IGRTF, 
Renslow  says  he  is  only  a  member 
and  has  held  benefits  for  IGRTF  at 
some  of  his  bars. 

IGRTF  cochair  Bill  Kelley  told 
GCN  the  ownership  charge  “was 
obviously  absurd,  since  no  one  can 
own  an  organization.”  Kelley 
added  that  he  personally  happened 
to  work  for  one  of  Renslow’s  com¬ 
panies,  “but  I  was  not  always  the 
co -chair  of  IGRTF.”  ; 

IGRTF  Treasurer  Max  Smith 
confirmed  to  GCN  that  Renslow’s 
benefit  contributions  were  less 
than  $150  out  of  an  annual  IGRTF 
budget  of  approximately  $6,000. 
However  Smith  added  that  “the 
impression  is  fairly  widespread  in 
the  gay  community  that  Renslow 
controls  the  group.” 

Renslow  told  GCN  that  he  re¬ 
garded  the  Committee  of  Black 
Gay  Men’s  charges  as  libelous,  and 
had  instructed  his  attorney,  Adam 
Bourgeois,  to  make  a  formal  de¬ 
mand  on  CBGM  to  disavow  or  re¬ 
tract  its  statements  about  Rens¬ 
low. 

CBGM  co-chair  Jackson  said 
that  the  three  CBGM  members  re¬ 
ceiving  the  letters  from  Bourgeois 
had  not  yet  responded.  “The  three 
gay  lawyers  we  have  asked  to  help 
prepare  a  response  have  declined, 
pleading  conflict  of  interest  be¬ 
cause  of  business  or  personal  rela¬ 
tionships  with  Renslow.  So  now 
we’re  looking  outside  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  for  a  lawyer.” 
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‘Puk 

Carpentry 

Electric 

Plumbing 

Locks 


JAMES 
GARCELON 


7  Moultrie  St. 

DORCHESTER.  MA.  02124 
(617)  282-3B64 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

Pamela  Westrom  DM I) 
311  COMMONWEALTH  AVE. 
BOSTON,  MA  02115 

DAY^/EVES  527-8097 


The  Idea  / 


Restaurant 

for  gay  women,  men, 
and  their  friends. 


21  Huntington  Avenue. 

Copies  Square.  Boston.  MA 
1^,1  Ail  247-8249  __ 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work»reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 
Mass.  Assoc.  Els.  Member 
American  Assoc.  Els.  Member 


APPOINTMENTS:  Days  &  Eves. 
734-5777 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  £3 
BROOKLINE,  MA  02146 


LESBIAN/GAY  IS  HEALTHY 

At  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  we  look  out  for 
our  brothers  and  sisters. 

Gynecology,  colds,  VD,  hypertension,  nutrition,  podiatry, 
counseling:  For  young  &  old. 

By  lesbian  &  gay  male  medical  providers. 

By  appointment  Mon.-Fri.  days  and  Mon.  and  Tues. 
evenings.  Walk-in  VD  session  Wed.  6:30-8  p.m. 

NOW  OPEN  BY  APPOINTMENT  THURSDAY  EVENINGS! 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

1 6  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  „  (617)267-7573 


Johnn  M.  Aloia,DMD 

general  dentistry  in  a 
relaxed  environment 


311  Commonwealth  Av. 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
266-9135  by  appointment 
Evening  hours  available 


Handyman 

& 

Moving 


Call  Dave 

442-5711 

After  6  PM 


landscape 

designs 

complefe  landscape  service 

small  garden 
and  courtyard 
designs 

Landscape  design  by 

JOE  DAGATA 

628-1125  leave  message 


BERNARD  ].  O'ROURKE,  JR. 

PRESIDENT 


CITY  TRAVEL,  INC. 

Domestic  &  International  Travel 


58  HIGH  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02110 
61 7  426-0001 


Gourmet  Sandwiches 
Italian  Pie 


The  food  is  excellent  . 
Flourchild’s  is  no  best  res¬ 
taurant,  it’s  better  than  that. 
R.  Nadeau,  Real  Paper 


42  Charles  St. 
for  carry  out  call 
523-9768 


HAIRCUTS  TO  GIVE 
SE  NSE  OF  WKIJ45KING 

CORNER  OF  NFWBLRY  AND  HFRFFORD  STREETS 
BOSTON.  MA  021 16  TELI.PHONL  266-0300 


FINE  SCREEN  PRINTING 

T-SHIRTS,  BANNERS, 
POSTERS,  SIGNS 

617-426-4031 

RALPH  BULLOWA 


TWELVE  CENTER 

Guest  House 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

Spacious  Rooms  &  Cottage 

Close  to  all  PTown’s  attractions 

Roger  Baker  Jon  Richardson 

Tel:  617/487-0381 


David  Seil  Associates  Inc. 

Psychiatric  and  Psychologic  services  for  adults 
Individual,  Couple,  and  Group  therapy 
Psychologic  testing  and  career  counseling 


David  Seil  M.D.,  Director 


Located  in  Back  Bay  and  South  End 


536-2665 


TILES 

-A  REFINED  SELECTION- 


380  Boylston  Street  2nd  floor 

BOSTON 

437-0400 


John  P.  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

|  Cindy  Rizzo,  J.D. /David  R.  Lund  Legal  Assistants 

Relationship  Contracts  Immigration 
Wills  Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

Incorporations  Real  Estate  Transactions 

Corporate  Matters  Estate  Planning 

2  Park  Square*Boston,  Massachusetts  02116«617-426-2020 


SOMA. 


Neuromuscular  Integration 
SOMA  provides: 

•  Greater  Energy  •  More  Youthful  Appearance 

•  Balanced  Posture*  Easy  Relaxation 
through  a  1 0  session  body  therapy  program 

Peter  L.  Stickel,  Certified  SOMA  Practitioner 
384  Marlborough  St.*Boston.  MA*6t  7/266-8122 


WE’D  LIKE  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU! 

We  at  Tri  T ravel  want  to  be  able  to  serve  all  your  travel 
needs.  We  measure  our  success  by  the  satisfaction 
of  our  customers.  Therefore,  we  feel  it’s  important  to 
hear  what  you,  our  customers,  have  to  say.  By 
answering  and  mailing  this  coupon  (with  no  obliga¬ 
tion),  you  can  help  us  to  help  you  better. 

What  destinations  interest  you  for  package  tours? 

What  destinations  interest  you  for  individual  travel? 

Are  you  now  planning  any  travel  for  which  you’d  like 

help  or  advice?  _ 

Name:  _ 

Address: _ 

City/State/Zip: _ 

Phone:(Home) _ 


(Bus.) 


IKI  IHAVCL,  INU  BEACON  DIVISION 
312  STUART  STREET,  BOSTON,  MA  Tel.  357-9700 
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Life  in 

GI0SS 

Houses 

The  Biography  of  a 
Gay  Priest 

By  Pat  M.  Kuras  and  Fr.  Michael  DePetrillo 

Michael  DePetrillo  was  born  and  raised  in  Providence, 
Rhode  Island.  He  grew  up  in  a  traditional,  middle  class, 
Italian  family  where  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  played  a 
central  part.  As  a  youngster,  Michael  took  part  in  cus¬ 
tomary  family  devotions,  such  as  attending  Sunday  Mass, 
participating  in  novenas  to  patron  saints  and  marching  in 
religious  processions.  In  his  hometown,  Michael’s  neigh¬ 
bors  were  also  Italian  Catholic  families,  as  deeply  religious 
as  his  own.  With  this  setting,  the  Catholic  Church  and 
young  Michael’s  parish  also  took  on  a  social  significance  in 
the  way  of  providing  church  bazaars  and  other  neighbor¬ 
hood  festivities. 

Michael  attended  parochial  schools.  The  religious  devo¬ 
tion  which  he  enjoyed  as  a  child  entered  a  more  formal  set¬ 
up  as  he  spent  eight  years  as  a  pupil  of  C.N.D.  Sisters,  a 
religious  order  of  Notre  Dame  nuns.  It  was  at  this  time  that 
Michael’s  religious  education  began  in  earnest.  Here,  he 
befriended  some  of  the  parish  nuns  and  priests.  He  became 
an  altar  boy,  assisting  priests  in  celebration  of  the  Mass,  and 
he  also  joined  the  church  choir. 

In  the  later  years  of  attending  his  co-ed  grammar  school, 
Michael’s  admiration  for  nuns  and  priests  grew  strong.  In 
his  young  social  life,  which  was  deeply  religious,  Michael 
was  in  daily  contact  with  nuns  and  priests.  He  admired 
them  for  their  sincerity  and  dedication  as  they  helped 
others  fulfill  their  religious  needs.  They  were  his  idols  and 
Michael  wanted  to  emulate  them,  in  much  the  same  way 
that  his  peers  hero-worshipped  and  mimicked  sports  fig¬ 
ures  or  rock-and-roll  stars.  By  the  eighth  grade,  Michael  was 
entertaining  thoughts  of  becoming  a  priest. 

In  the  late  ’50s  Michael  began  classes  at  LaSalle  Acad¬ 
emy,  an  all-male  high  school  that  was  staffed  by  the 
Christian  Brothers.  It  was  about  this  time  in  his  life  that 
Michael  became  “more  keenly  aware”  of  his  own  homosex¬ 
uality,  as  well  as  the  possibility  of  homosexuality  existing  in 
others.  However,  his  thoughts  of  his  sexual  orientation 
were  vague  and  he  went  through  the  motions  of  hetero¬ 
sexual  dating,  even  having  a  steady  girlfriend  for  a  year- 
and-a-half. 

Although  his  life  remained  deeply  religious,  Michael  was 
not  isolated  from  other  social  activities.  He  describes  him¬ 
self  as  having  been  a  typical  teenager  of  the  late  ’50s.  He 
wore  pegged  pants  and  ducktail  haircuts.  The  Catholic 
Youth  Organization  (CYO)  had  weekly  sock  hops  and  teen 
dances  featuring  rock-and-roll.  Michael  loved  to  dance 
and,  for  a  time,  his  greatest  dream  was  to  go  to  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  appear  on  Dick  Clark’s  American  Bandstand .  In 
high  school,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Glee  Club,  the  school 
band  and  the  Science  Club.  He  enjoyed  movies  and  drive- 
ins  (often  necking  and  petting  with  his  steady  girl).  He 
liked  bowling  and  volleyball,  but  shied  away  from  more 
jock  sports  like  football  and  baseball.  In  retrospect,  Michael 
said  that  “there  was  nothing  to  distinguish  me  from  my 
peers  except  I  was  a  little  more  studious  and  a  little  more 
religious.”  As  a  teenager,  he  had  the  usual  spats  with  his 
parents  —  they  thought  he  should  study  more,  rather  than 
run  off  with  friends  to  dance  and  “twist  the  night  away.” 

Michael  had  his  own  circle  of  friends,  kids  that  were  very 
much  like  himself.  He  didn’t  hang  around  with  any  of  the 
school  jocks  (although  he  recalls  seeing  some  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Brothers  showing  favoritism  towards  the  young  ath¬ 
letes,  walking  along  school  corridors  with  their  arms  around 
the  boys’  shoulders  and  being  very  chummy).  Michael  was 
accepted  by  the  jocks  as  an  all-right  type  of  guy,  but  there 
were  some  boys  that  were  persecuted.  Michael  remem¬ 
bered,  “The  butch  guys  would  make  fun  of  the  sissies.  1 
would  cringe  at  that.  1  disliked  it,  but  never  said  anything 
[to  stop  their  teasing].” 

Michael  had  a  gay  cousin,  Joe,  an  effeminate  young  man 


who  was  a  talented  musician.  Joe,  along  with  a  gang  of 
friends  (also  gay),  would  often  ask  Michael  to  join  them  in 
going  to  movies  or  concerts.  Michael,  confused  with  his 
own  identity  and  quite  aware  ofjoe’s,  would  always  refuse. 
However,  during  his  college  years,  Michael  remembered 
that  it  was  Joe  who  lent  him  a  copy  of  The  Well  of  Loneli¬ 
ness,  the  first  gay  book  Michael  ever  read,  one  that  helped 
him  recognize  and  come  to  terms  with  his  own  homosex¬ 
uality.  For  although  Michael  endured  the  charade  of  dating 
girls,  he  was  always  far  more  attracted  to  his  male  peers. 

By  the  time  of  his  high  school  graduation,  Michael  was 
hesitant  at  joining  the  priesthood.  In  the  early  ’60s,  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  was  very  strict.  (This  was  before 
Vatican  Council  II  advised  change  and  sought  relevancy, 
and  thereby  “modernized”  the  Church.)  He  did  not  want 
to  give  up  the  “worldly  activities”  of  movies  and  dances  by 
going  into  the  seminary.  Yet,  becoming  a  priest  was  one  of 
his  greatest  ambitions.  (If  he  did  not  become  a  priest,  he 
would  have  liked  to  have  become  either  a  teacher  or  a  social 
worker.) 

Unsure  of  what  to  do,  Michael  consulted  his  parish 
priests,  men  who  had  been  his  friends  and  advisors  for  all 
his  life.  They  suggested  that  Michael  go  to  college  for  two 
years;  then,  if  he  was  still  considering  the  priesthood,  he 
could  go  into  the  seminary  which  would  count  as  his  final 
two  years  of  college.  Furthermore,  the  priests  suggested 
that  Michael  should  be  a  priest  in  a  diocese  other  than  his 
own,  their  primary  reason  for  this  being  that  they  felt  a 
priest  could  be  more  effective  in  his  ministry  if  he  served 
the  Church  in  a  place  that  was  not  near  family  or  friends.  As 
a  result  of  this  advice  and  his  yearning  to  be  a  priest, 
Michael  entered  a  seminary  in  Ottawa,  Canada.  His  experi¬ 
ences  there  were  typical  of  most  Roman  Catholic  seminaries 
in  the  early  ’60s.  Michael  described  what  it  was  like: 

Life  in  the  seminary  was  extremely  strict  and  run  simi¬ 
lar  to  the  military.  We  lived  according  to  a  rigid  daily 
schedule  from  the  moment  we  woke  up  to  the  time  we 
went  to  bed.  For  instance,  the  bell  rang  for  rising  every 
morning  at  5:30.  Everyday  we  had  to  go  to  daily  medi¬ 
tation  and  Mass  before  breakfast  [There  was  no  excuse 
for]  absenteeism  from  classes.  There  were  fixed  recrea¬ 
tion  periods  and  specific  study  periods.  Lights  out  at 
10:30.  No  radios,  no  TV,  no  record  players,  no  smok¬ 
ing  and  no  talking  were  allowed  in  the  individual 
rooms.  There  was  to  be  no  talking  to  one  another  in 
areas  other  than  the  designated  recreation  room. 

We  had  to  wear  cassocks  (long  black  robes)  at  all 
times.  Hairstyles  had  to  be  short;  moustaches  and 
beards  were  unheard  of.  No  jewelry  of  any  kind,  except 
a  watch,  was  allowed.  We  had  to  ask  permission  from 
the  rector  (official  head  of  a  seminary)  for  every  little 
thing.  For  instance,  if  we  wanted  to  get  a  haircut  or  buy 
something  at  a  drugstore,  we  had  to  ask  permission. 

We  were  absolutely  forbidden  to  visit  t  nch  other  in 
one  another’s  room.  If  we  wanted  to  borrow  a  book  or 
some  other  article  from  a  fellow  seminarian,  before  we 
did  so,  we  would  have  to  ask  permission  from  [the 
rector  or]  some  priest  on  the  dormitory  floor.  We  had 
to  promise  to  stand  at  the  threshhold  of  the  door, 
never  to  set  foot  in  the  room  or  close  the  door  behind 
us,  and  we  couldn’t  hold  the  conversation  beyond  the 
intended  purpose  [of  why  we  had  come  to  visit].  We 
had  to  get  away  from  the  other’s  room  as  soon  as  our 
business  was  finished. 

If  we  were  ever  caught  socializing  in  one  another’s 
rooms,  especially  if  we  dared  to  shut  the  door  behind 
us,  this  could  be  seen  as  grounds  for  immediate  expul¬ 
sion  for  each  party  concerned. 

Michael  said  that  the  faculty’s  explanation  for  such  a 
strict  rule  was  that  the  rule  “was  to  preserve  the  peace  and 
order  of  the  seminary  and  to  enhance  a  setting  [one  of  quiet 
and  solitude]  that  would  be  conducive  for  strengthening 
the  individual  seminarian’s  relationship  with  God.” 
However,  Michael  quickly  pointed  out  that  the  seminarians 
didn’t  believe  the  priests’  explanation:  “We  always 
suspected  that  the  faculty  was  afraid  there  would  be 
homosexual  activity  if  guys  got  together  in  their  rooms 
behind  closed  doors  .  .  .  We  really  wished  they  would  have 
been  truthful  with  us  and  given  us  the  real  reason,  as  it  was 
so  obvious  to  us.”  The  clergy,  Michael  explained,  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  live  a  totally  asexual  life.  He  said  that  “the  minute 
a  guy  enters  the  Roman  Catholic  seminary,  it  is  presumed 
by  his  superiors  that  he  will  not  engage  in  any  kind  of  sex¬ 
ual  activity  (including  masturbation)  and  lead  a  celibate 
life.”  This  ruling  on  celibacy  persists  today. 

During  his  early  seminary  years,  Michael  also  came  into 
contact  with  a  phenomenon  known  as  “particular 
friends,”  or  PFs.  For  an  explanation  of  the  PF  syndrome, 
some  further  background  information  is  needed.  At  the 
seminary,  the  only  social  gathering  spot  was  the  recreation 
room.  The  room  had  pinball  and  pool  tables,  there  was  a 
television  set,  and  a  radio  would  always  be  tuned  to  the 
top-40  rock-and-roll  station.  Here, -young  seminarians 
could  socialize  freely,  and  Michael  remembers  many  of  the 
fellows  would  play  guitars  and  others  would  sing  along. 
(Peter,  Paul  &  Mary  and  Bob  Dylan  were  big  favorites.) 

Also,  the  seminarians  had  two  free  periods  in  the  week  (a 
few  hours  one  weeknight  and  on  Sunday  afternoon)  when 
they  could  leave  the  campus.  Michael  said  that  the  seminar¬ 
ians  would  always  have  to  ask  permission  to  leave  on  free 
periods.  They  always  had  to  give  the  names  of  who  they 
would  be  with  and  tell  what  they  planned  to  do  once  they 
left  campus.  They  could  only  indulge  in  “approved  activi¬ 
ties.  ’  ’  (For  example,  if  a  group  of  seminarians  wanted  to  go 
into  town  to  see  a  movie,  they  had  to  be  sure  that  the  movie 
wasn’t  on  the  Church’s  condemned  list.) 

The  PF  syndrome  involved  seminarians  who  seemed  par¬ 
ticularly  close.  That  is,  if  two  seminarians  constantly  spent 
their  free  time  together,  their  superiors  would  be  wary  ol  it . 
The  two  PFs  in  question  would  eventually  be  called  into  the 


rector’s  office  and  lectured  on  how  the  seminary  was  meant 
to  be  “a  big,  happy  family”  and  that  all  the  seminarian; 
should  “mix  and  mingle  together”  and  not  contain  them¬ 
selves  to  having  only  “one  particular  friend.”  Michael  said 
that  the  seminarians  “always  felt  and  believed  that  [the 
rector  and  priests]  thought  the  PFs  might  be  gay.”  H< 
maintains  that  the  rule  about  not  visiting  behind  closed 
doors  and  the  warnings  against  PFs  was  the  faculty’s  way  ol 
‘  ‘  trying  to  cover  up  their  fear  that  the  guys  might  have  beer 
homosexual  and/or  in  love  with  one  another.  We  [the  sem¬ 
inarians]  always  felt  that  we  knew  the  real  reason  for  dis¬ 
couraging  PFs  and  the  real  reason  was  not  necessarily  what 
the  faculty  was  telling  us.” 

In  the  early  ’60s,  were  any  of  these  seminarians  gay; 
Michael  answered  with  an  immediate  “yes.”  However,  it 
was  a  very  “subtle”  gay  scene.  He  was  not  aware  of  any  gay 
sexual  activity  taking  place  at  this  seminary,  although  ro¬ 
mantic  homosexual  passion  was  prevalent.  Many  of  the  ac¬ 
cused  PFs  were  men  who  indeed  had  crushes  on  one  an- 
o.  'ier.  The  seminarians  were  aware  of  which  two  were  con- 


October  8,19?* 

Most  Rev.  Thonaa  .... 

Pishop  of  . 


Dear  Blabop  . 

’/e,  the  parishioners  of  3t.  Lavrenco,  wish  to  express  our  deep 
concern  re^ardinc  our  parish  Deacon,  Rev.  Mr.  Michael  DePetrillt.-.  It  is 
our  understanding  that  you  feel  "there  is  a  cloud  of  homosexuality  hanging 
over  Fr.  Mike's  head,"  and  for  this  reason  you  have  decided  against 
ormnation. 

We  have  been  well  aware,  since  February  of  197**,  of  this  accusation 
of  homosexuality  concerning  Fr.  Mika.  We  respect  the  openness,  honesty, 
ar.d  Dhristian  responsibility  vitn  which  Fr.  Mike  doalt  with  his  situation 
and  with  us  in  reference  to  this  issue.  We  believe  we  are  Christian  enough 
*o  face  the  iseuo  with  bin  in  an  open,  mature,  responsible  and  intelligent 
fashion. 

We  support  Fr.  Mike  because  he  has  not  tried  to  cover  up  the  issue  in 
any  way,  nor  has  he  sought  to  hide  behind  false  reasons  in  order  to  save 
face  or  run  away  from  a  difficult  situation. 

The  undersigned  parishioners  of  St.  Lawrence  believe  Fr.  Mike  has  not 
teen  treated  with  the  Justice  due  him  as  a  person  and  as  one  ordained  in 
Major  Crdoro.  Your  decision,  as  we  understand  it,  has  placed  Fr.  hike's 
future  in  Jeopardy.  During  the  past  sixteen  months,  Fr.  Mike's  ministry 
to  the  entire  parish  has  been  exemplary  and  Chrint-like  in  every  way.  His 
deep  spirituality  and  pastoral  and  liturgical  leadership  as  a  Deacon  has 
been  a  real  inspiration  to  our  parish.  He  has  been  a  true  witness  of  Christ 
in  the  love  he  has  brought  and  shared  with  us. 

So  that  justice  may  be  extended  to  our  Deacon,  we  urgently  request  that 
you  consider  the  following  proposals: 

1.  that  you  re-span  his  case  and  that  duo  process  be  made 
available  to  hin. 

2.  that  Fr.  Kike  be  restored  to  us  as  an  active  Deacon  with  full 
duties  because  we  are  in  desperate  need  for  his  minis  trios 

at  this  tim:. 

We  sincerely  pray  that  you  will  accept  our  proposals  in  good  faith,  and 
in  a  spirit  of  charity  and  reconciliation,  and  we  respectfully  request  an 

"•-rent  r'-ply. 

Sincerely  your*. 


The  members  of  St.  Lawrence  Parish 
as  signed  in  endorsement  of  this 
letter 


(this  letter  contained  approximai 

sidered  “a  couple,”  which  sometimes  brought  on  petty 
jealousies  and  tiffs.  Michael  said  it  was  easy  to  see  “who 
hung  around  with  whom,  who  was  effeminate,”  etc.  Yet 
Michael  stressed  that  “the  dynamics  of  gay  behavior  were 
subtle.  ’  ’  It  was  understood  that  men  were  attracted  to  other 
men,  but  such  thoughts  and  perceptions  were  not  voiced 
aloud. 

According  to  Michael,  the  gay  seminarians  engaged  in 
romantic,  albeit  platonic,  courtships.  There  was  a  standard 
dating  ritual  to  show  another  man  that  you  were  interested 
in  him.  For  example,  the  gay  seminarian  would  invite 
another  seminarian  to  dinner  off  campus.  He  would  sug¬ 
gest  a  restaurant  in  a  downtown  location,  one  that  was  well- 
known  for  its  “romantic”  atmosphere  (candlelight,  soft 
music,  etc.).  At  dinner,  the  gay  seminarian  would  remark 
to  his  friend  on  how  enjoyable  it  was  to  have  dinner  with 
him  alone.  There  was  never  any  big  coming  out  scene  to 
one  another. 

Gay  seminarians  remained  very  closety  to  themselves  and 
each  other.  Michael  explained  that  they  “never  talked 
openly  about  being  gay,  but  the  tell-tale  signs  were  all 
there.”  These  romantic  couples  in  this  seminary  had  to 
include  others  in  their  circle,  for  fear  that  the  faculty  would 
label  them  PFs  and  step  in.  Although  the  threat  always 
lurked  in  the  background,  to  the  best  of  Michael’s  know¬ 
ledge,  “no  one  was  expelled  for  engaging  in  homosexual 
activity.” 

However,  there  were  instances  in  which  some  young  men 
were  asked  to  leave  the  seminary.  Those  who  were  asked  to 
leave,  had,  what  the  faculty  deemed,  “an  artistic  or  crea¬ 
tive  temperament.’’  Michael  was  this  type  of  seminarian. 
Michael,  who  had  always  enjoyed  music,  played  the  dulci¬ 
mer  and  autoharp.  Along  with  other  musically-inclined 
seminarians,  he  formed  a  folk  group  that  entertained  at 
hospitals,  orphanages  and  homes  for  the  aged.  Because  of 
his  artistic  pursuits,  the  faculty  suggested  that  Michael 
‘  ‘would  be  very  unhappy  in  the  priesthood  as  a  creative  per¬ 
son”  and  should  leave  the  seminary. 

This  was  a  popular  scapegoat  rationale  of  the  faculty. 
Although  it  was  never  spoken  in  so  many  words,  the  rector 
and  priests  of  seminaries  “equated  the  world  of  the  artist 
with  the  world  of  the  homosexual.”  As  Michael  actively 
displayed  his  musical  talent;  he  was  persuaded  by  the  staff 
to  leave  this  particular  seminary. 

Michael  moved  on  to  a  seminary  in  Connecticut  in  the 
late  ’60s.  This  was  an  unusual  seminary  in  that  it  focused 
on  “delayed  vocations,  ’  ’  that  is,  it  was  a  seminary  in  which 
many  men  coming  into  it  were  making  the  priesthood  their 
second  career.  These  seminarians  were  from  a  variety  of 
backgrounds  and  ages.  They  were  mature  in  that  they  had 
experienced  far  more  than  a  young  seminarian  twenty  years 
of  age. 

Seminary  life  here  was  more  relaxed.  (This  was  long  after 
Vatican  Council  II.)  Permissions  were  no  longer  needed, 
there  were  no  curfews,  and  seminarians  had  much  more 
free  time  to  recreate  off  campus.  It  was  also  at  this  time  that 
Michael  came  out. 


“I  entered  into  a  relationship  with  a  seminarian  five 
years  old  than  myself.  Through  him,  I  got  to  know  all  the 
other  gays  on  campus  and  was  well-aware  of  the  sexual  ac¬ 
tivity  that  was  going  on.  The  gay  scene  there  was  quite  ob¬ 
vious  to  both  gays  and  straights  alike.  The  straight  guys 
didn’t  complain  about  the  gay  guys.  [Some  straight  semi¬ 
narians  themselves  were  dating  women.  Celibacy  seemed  to 
be  the  exception,  not  the  rule.]  The  faculty  was  aware  of 
what  was  going  on  —  they  had  to  be,  there  was  a  lot  of  gay 
activity.  They  seemed  to  tolerate  the  presence  of  gay  semi¬ 
narians  on  campus,  and  the  only  time  we  got  any  kind  of 
reprimand  was  when  the  matter  seemed  to  be  getting  out  of 
hand .  ”  By  this,  Michael  means  that  many  of  the  gay  semi¬ 
narians  were  campy  and  outrageous.  They  referred  to  other 
men  with  feminine  pronouns;  they  could  be  dishy.and 
sometimes  got  carried  away  with  high-pitched  screaming. 

In  the  early  ’70s,  Michael  entered  another  seminary  in 
Maryland  to  complete  his  final  years  of  theological  study. 
Like  the  previous  seminary  he  attended  in  Connecticut, 
Michael  explained  that  this  seminary  had  few  external  rules 
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to  govern  daily  behavior  —  class  attendance  in  many 
courses  was  optional  and  daily  attendance  at  chapel  services 
was  stressed  but  not  enforced.  This  seminary  was  noted  for 
j  being  “progressive”  and,  at  that  time,  it  was  geared 
towards  “relevancy”  and  “updating”  the  ministry  for  the 
’70s. 

In  this  same  time  era,  the  modern  (post-Stonewall)  gay 
movement  was  getting  into  full-swing.  Of  the  300-plus  stu¬ 
dent  enrollment  at  this  seminary  in  Maryland,  Michael  said 
that  he  ‘  ‘got  to  know  at  least  more  than  half  of  that  number 
as  being  gay.”  The  gays  here  were  divided  basically  into 
two  camps.  One  camp  included  closety  gays  who  were  out 
only  to  themselves  who  got  very  defensive  around  straight 
seminarians  and  faculty;  the  closety  crowd  sneered  at  the 
more  open  gays.  The  second  camp  included  the  open  gays 
(Michael’s  crowd)  who  enjoyed  going  to  gay  restaurants 
and  dancing  at  gay  bars.  At  the  Lost  &  Found,  a  gay  disco  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  there  was  a  standard  joke  among  the 
bar  workers  that  if  anyone  ever  collapsed  on  the  dance 
floor,  that  person  could  be  assured  of  being  saved  as  there 
were  always  plenty  of  gay  priests  available  on  the  floor  to 
administer  the  “Last  Rites!” 

This  particular  seminary  was  not  an  unusual  case. 
Michael  said  that  “there  was  a  clearly-defined  network  of 
gay  seminarians  and  priests  among  practically  every  semi¬ 
nary  and  religious  house  in  the  Baltimore-D.C.  area.” 
Gays  were  involved  with  seminarians  from  their  own  or 
other  campuses.  Sometimes,  they  were  involved  with  gays 
outside  of  religious  life.  (Meanwhile,  some  straight  semi¬ 
narians  at  this  Maryland  seminary  were  dating  women  just 
as  some  had  been  doing  at  the  Connecticut  seminary.) 

A  unique  factor  of  the  Maryland  seminary  was  the  num¬ 
ber  of  openly  gay  faculty  members.  Michael  remembered 
that  these  priests  counseled  both  gay  couples  and  indi¬ 
viduals.  He  said  that  “most  of  these  gay  priests  were  an 
invaluable  help  to  the  gay  seminarians  because  they  as¬ 
sisted  us  to  attain  a  healthy  self-image  and  to  affirm  in  our 
own  being  that  it  was  okay  to  be  gay  and  to  be  a  priest  at  the 
same  time.” 

Upon  graduating  from  this  seminary,  Michael  was  or¬ 
dained  to  the  Deaconate  (last  major  step  before  priesthood) 
and  served  his  deacon  internship  in  northern  Virginia.  This 
suburban  parish  was  comprised  of  a  large  number  of  mili¬ 
tary  families  (Fort  Belvoir  was  nearby)  and  government  em¬ 
ployees  who  commuted  daily  to  their  offices  at  the  Penta¬ 
gon. 

Michael ’s  pastor  was  a  friendly ,  warm  and  compassionate 
man  in  his  early  ’50s;  they  had  a  very  strohg  rapport.  The 
pastor  gave  Michael  a  great  deal  of  freedom  in  ministering 
to  the  parishioners.  Michael  was  the  spiritual  leader  of 
several  parish  organizations:  Young  Adult  Club,  Folk 
'Group,  Altar  Boys,  Ladies  Guild  and  the  Social  Concerns 
Committee.  He  worked  will  with  the  parishioners  and  a 
mutual  respect,  trust  and  love  grew  between  them.  (At  this 
time,  the  Leonard  Matolovich  case  was  getting  attention. 
The  people  of  Michael  s  parish  were  aware  of  homosexuals 
bcitg  oppressed  by  institutions-  it  was  a  hot  topic  of  dis¬ 


cussion  in  this  fairly  liberal  parish.  Michael,  at  this  time, 
was  also  “out”  to  some  parishioners.  His  homosexuality 
was  “no  big  deal”  to  them,  as  they  were  very  pleased  with 
hisdeaconal  ministries  at  the  parish.) 

Michael  coordinated  weekly  “rap  sessions”  with  some  of 
the  teenage  and  college  students  of  the  parish  and  when¬ 
ever  the  question  of  homosexuality  arose,  he  dealt  with  the 
issues  at  hand  in  a  very  open  and  affirmative  manner. 
During  this  time,  Michael  was  also  involved  with  the  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  chapter  of  Dignity,  in  which  he  found  a  sup¬ 
portive  community  of  fellow  gay  clergy  and  lay  persons. 
Michael’s  pastor  was  aware  of  his  involvement  with  Dignity 
and  had  no  objections  to  it;  they  remained  close  as  friends 
and  co-ministers. 

However,  word  reached  Michael’s  Roman  Catholic  bish¬ 
op  concerning  his  “avant-garde”  ideas  about  homosexuals 
in  the  Church.  Michael  was  called  before  the  bishop  who 
demanded  an  explanation.  There  was  a  heated  confronta¬ 
tion.  The  bishop,  who  was  very  homophobic,  realized  that 
Michael  would  not  drop  his  Dignity  membership  nor 
change  his  positive  views  and  vocal  stance  on  homosexual¬ 
ity.  As  a  result,  he  suspended  Michael’s  credentials  to  serve 
as  a  deacon  in  the  parish  and  threatened  him  with  non-or¬ 
dination  to  the  priesthood  because  of  this  “cloud  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  hanging  over  [his]  head.”  To  add  further  injury, 
the  bishop  ordered  Michael  to  return  to  his  parish.oners 
and  lie  to  them.  The  bishop  wanted  Michael  to  say  that  he 
“was  seriously  considering  not  to  seek  ordination  to  the 
priesthood  because  he  had  come  to  realize  from  his  parish 
experience  .  .  .  that  he  would  not  be  happy  as  a  priest.” 
Michae]  was  appalled.  (The  parishioners  would  have  imme¬ 
diately  seen  through  this  lie,  as  they  loved  “Father  Mike” 
and  knew  that  Michael  was  equally  happy  living  and  work¬ 
ing  with  them.)  Michael  refused  to  tell  this  lie  and  assured 
the  bishop  that  he  intended  to  tell  the  entire  parish  the 
truth  of  the  matter  —  that  the  bishop  was  not  going  to 
ordain  him  because  he  was  gay!  The  bishop  forbade 
Michael  to  bring  up  the  issue  of  homosexuality  with  his  pa¬ 
rishioners;  Michael,  of  course,  ignored  this  command.  He 
returned  to  his  parish  and  told  them  everything  that  was 
said  between  the  bishop  and  himself. 

The  outcome  of  Michael’s  truthfulness  with  the  parish  is 
contained  in  a  letter  of  protest  against  the  bishop’s  decision 
and  actions  towards  Michael  and  signed  by  nearly  400  pa¬ 
rishioners.  Upon  receipt  of  the  letter,  the  bishop  de¬ 
manded  Mike’s  immediate  departure  from  the  parish,  be¬ 
cause  “he  has  stirred  up  the  parishioners  against  me!”  Be¬ 
cause  Michael  was  concerned  about  the  continued  welfare 
of  the  parish,  he  chose  to  leave  without  further  action,  al¬ 
though  the  parishioners  were  adamantly  prepared  to  con¬ 
tinue  fighting  in  his  behalf.  His  departure  caused  great  dis¬ 
may  to  both  his  pastor  and  parishioners. 

Following  this  incident,  Michael  sought  ordination  from 
another  Roman  Catholic  bishop  in  a  different  diocese.  This 
bishop  told  Michael:  “I  know  I  ordain  gay  men  to  the 
priesthood,  but  I  make  them  promise  to  me  that  they  will 
never  be  open  about  their  homosexuality  to  any  of  their 
parishioners  or  to  anyone  else.”  He  scolded  Michael  for 
being  “open”  at  his  previous  parish  and  refused  to  ordain 
him. 

Michael  searched  for  a  place  where  he  could  serve  God 
and  the  Church  as  a  priest.  He  found  a  temporary  home 
with  the  Salvatorian  Fathers  and  Brothers,  a  Roman 
Catholic  religious  order  noted  for  its  various  social  concerns 
ministries.  During  this  time,  he  met  other  gay  Salvatorians 
and  socialized  with  them,  as  well  as  with  gays  from  neigh¬ 
boring  seminaries  and  religious  houses.  However,  Michael 
decided  that  this  particular  religious  order  was  not  for  him; 
he  parted  from  the  Salvatorians  on  amicable  terms.  At  this 
point,  Michael  chose  to  pursue  more  intently  his  long-time 
interest  in  the  Eastern  Orthodox  Church. 

The  Eastern  Orthodox  Church  and  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  are  very  similar  in  sacramental  beliefs  and  rites,  but 
differ  on  several  points  of  doctrine  and  church  discipline. 
For  example,  Eastern  Orthodox  priests  can  marry,  and 
divorce  and  re-marriage  for  the  laity  are  allowed.  Michael 
said  that  the  two  churches  “were  so  close  in  many  ways, 
there  really  wasn’t  that  much  of  an  adjustment  for  me  in 
moving  from  one  church  to  the  other.” 

Michael  began  to  attend  Liturgical  Services  at  an  Eastern 
Orthodox  Church  in  Maryland.  He  introduced  himself  to 
the  pastor  and  his  associate  priest  (both  priests  were 
married  and  had  families)  and  gradually  a  warm  friendship 
developed  among  the  three.  Michael  told  them  about  his 
past  history  in  Roman  Catholic  seminaries  and  parishes;  he 
also  indicated  that  he  still  desired  to  become  a  priest. 
Michael  also  identified  himself  as  being  gay  and  these 
priests  remained  non-judgmental.  They  accepted  and  wel¬ 
comed  Michael  into  their  parish.  However,  they  advised 
Michael  not  to  make  “a  big  deal”  of  the  fact  that  he  was 
gay  and,  as  far  as  they  were  concerned,  his  gay  ness  did  not 
present  any  obstacle  to  his  ordination,  as  long  as  he  “did 
nothing  to  scandalize  his  parishioners  by  inappropriate 
behavior.” 

Later,  Michael  attended  an  Orthodox  seminary  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  to  familiarize  himself  with  the  areas  of  Orthodox 
theology  and  Church  discipline  which  differ  from  that  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  During  the  year  at  the  semi¬ 
nary,  Michael  got  to  know  one  other  openly  gay  seminarian 
(“open”  only  to  Michael  and  some  friends  outside  the 
seminary).  Michael  speculates  that  the  reason  why  most 
Orthodox  seminarians  who  might  be  gay  are  so  closety 
about  themselves  is  that  in  the  Orthodox  Church,  parish 
priests  are  expected  to  be  married,  for  the  most  part.  Only 
bishops,  monks  and  nuns  do  not  marry.  As  a  non-married 
member  of  the  clergy  of  the  Eastern  Orthodox  Church  of 
the  United  States,  Michael,  himself,  is  a  monk,  although 
he  does  not  live  in  a  monastery. 

The  “official”  stance  of  the  Orthodox  hierarchy  towards 
gay  people  is  similar  to  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  hier¬ 


archy:  homosexuality,  itself,  is  not  sinful,  but  homosexual 
acts  are  indeed,  and  such  acts  are  contrary  to  the  teachings 
and  discipline  of  the  church.  However,  the  Orthodox  hier¬ 
archy  is  not  so  vociferous  and  blatant  in  its  public  con¬ 
demnations  of  homosexual  behavior  and  itse  anti-equal 
rights  stance  for  gays  as  is  the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy. 
Nevertheless,  the  majority  of  the  hierarchy  of  both 
Churches  remain  strongly  homophobic. 

Michael  still  cherishes  a  “closeness”  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  and  retains  warm  friendships  with  several 
gay  Roman  Catholic  priests  and  Religious,  and  they  tell 
him  that  “the  gay  life”  in  seminaries  and  religious  houses 
today  is  pretty  much  the  same  as  it  was  a  few  years  ago. 
There  continues  to  be  the  openly  gay  and  the  closety  gay 
(Some  straight  seminarians  continue  to  date  women. i 
There  may  be  a  “witch  hunt”  for  gays  if  things  get  out  of 
hand.  Some  will  be  asked  to  leave  before  ordination;  otheis 
will  slip  by  and  get  ordained.  Life  in  the  seminaries  hasn  i 
changed  much  in  1980. 

There  are  some  obvious  gaps  in  Michael’s  story.  We  failed 
to  mention  the  years  between  seminary  attendances  in 
which  Michael  worked  as  a  hospital  aide,  served  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  in  Peru,  etc.  Michael  hopes  to  write  further  articles 
in  the  future  detailing  his  vocational  call  from  God  and 
priestly  life.  In  the  meantime,  Michael  would  like  to  end 
this  story  with  a  very  special  postscript. 

Time  restrictions  and  limited  space  in  this  newspaper  have 
necessarily  caused  me  to  omit  many  vital  details  concerning 
the  multiple  aspects  of  the  daily  life  and  ministry  of  a 
seminarian,  priest,  or  Religious  and  to  stress  only  the  aspect 
of  the  kind  of  “gay  life”  which  existed  in  the  seminaries  l 
attended  in  the  early  ’60s  to  the  mid  ’70s.  I  have  spoken 
from  my  own  gay  experience  in  these  particular  Roman 
Catholic  and  Eastern  Orthodox  educational  and  parochial 
institutions.  I  have  wanted  to  tell  my  story  for  a  long  time, 
but  waited  for  the  moment  that  seemed  right  for  me  to  do 
so.  That  moment  is  now! 

I  feel  I  can  no  longer  remain  silent  in  the  face  of  the  con¬ 
tinued  hypocrisy  that  is  portrayed  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
hierarchy  towards  gay  people  in  the  Church  and  society.  I 
agree  with  Margaret  Cruikshank  when  she  says  that  “the 
hypocrisy  of  the  Catholic  Church  is  enormous:  it  has  cru¬ 
saded  against  our  rights  bills  and  called  us  a  threat  to  the 
family,  but  it  would  stop  functioning  overnight  if  all  gay 
priests  and  nuns  left  their  posts.”  (GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  7).  I 
question  whether  the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  has  any 
business  issuing  public  statements  and  episcopal  letters 
condemning  gay -lifestyles  and  behaviors  and  blocking  the 
passage  of  gay  rights  legislation.  How  could  these  bishops 
dare  to  speak  this  way  when  the  number  of  active  gay 
priests  and  Religious  in  parishes,  religious  houses  and  semi¬ 
naries  is  outstanding? 

I  feel  that  these  bishops  seem  to  have  forgotten  the  words 
of  Christ:  “Woe  to  you.  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  hypocrites! 
For  you  are  like  whitewashed  tombs,  which  outwardly  ap¬ 
pear  beautiful,  but  within  they  are  full  of  dead  men’s 
bones  and  all  uncleanness.  So  you  also  appear  righteous  to 
men,  but  within  you  are  full  of  hypocrisy  and  iniquity.” 
(Matt.  23:  27-28).  I  am  not  using  these  words  from  Sacred 
Scripture  to  censure  gay  priests  and  nuns.  However,  I  am 
using  Christ’s  words  to  strongly  admonish  the  Church  hier¬ 
archy  who  are  quick  to  rally  against  gay  people  on  the  out¬ 
side,  but  who  pretend  not  to  notice  the  countless  gay 
people  on  the  inside  —  seminarians,  priests,  nuns,  brothers 
and  monks.  To  use  an  old  cliche  to  make  the  same  point: 
People  who  live  in  glass  houses  shouldn’t  throw  stones! 

Further,  to  anyone  in  the  Church  who  would  dare  to  pass 
judgment  on  gay  people,  I  remind  them  of  these  words  of 
Christ:  “Why  do  you  see  the  speck  that  is  in  your  neigh¬ 
bor’s  eye,  but  you  do  not  notice  the  log  that  is  in  your  own 
eye?  Or  how  can  you  say  to  your  neighbor,  ‘My  neighbor, 
let  me  take  out  the  speck  that  is  in  your  eye,’  when  you 
yourself  do  not  see  the  log  that  is  in  your  own  eye?  You 
hypocrite,  first  take  the  log  out  of  your  own  eye,  and  then 
you  will  see  clearly  to  take  out  the  speck  that  is  in  your 
neighbor’s  eye.”  (Luke  6:  41-42). 

I  firmly  believe  that  one  of  the  most  forceful  ways  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  oppressive  stance  of  the  Catholic  hierarchy 
towards  gays  is  for  other  gay  priests  and  nuns  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  to  “come  out”  to  their  bishops  and  reli¬ 
gious  superiors,  to  “come  out”  to  their  neighbors  in  the 
pew,  at  work  or  at  play.  I  urge  other  gay  priests  and  nuns  to 
stop  living  such  a  safe  and  smug  “gay  life”  hiding  behind 
Roman  collars  and  veils.  Would  the  bishops  be  so  foolish  to 
continue  issuing  their  devastating  pronouncements  against 
gay  people  in  the  face  of  such  a  mass  “coming-out”  of  the 
religious  leadership  of  the  Church?  In  the  Book  of  Acts, 
chapter  18,  verses  9  and  10,  we  read  that  St.  Paul  was  facing 
a  lot  of  opposition  to  this  preaching  and  religious  works, 
and  that  one  night  he  had  a  vision  and  the  Lord  encouraged 
him  by  saying,  “Do  not  be  afraid,  but  speak  and  do  not  be 
silent;  for  I  am  with  you,  and  no  man  shall  attack  you  or 
harm  you;  for  I  have  many  people  in  this  city.” 

The  moment  is  now! 


*•  -4  O  a  An/t 
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PAID  ADVERTISEMENT 


Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of 
the  germ  theory  of  disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every 
individual  is  still  not  being  taught  the  significance  of 
the  role  of  personal  hygiene  in  the  prevention  of  sex¬ 
ually  transmitted  diseases. 

Current  attitudes  (including  group  male-female 
and  same-sex  activites)  require  that  each  participant 
wash  away  those  acquired  and  one’s  own  germs  and 
secretions,  before  and  after  sex  contact,  in  protec¬ 
tion  of  one’s  self  and  of  one’s  sex  partner(s). 

An  important  health  factor  is  remembering  the 
lower  digestive  tract  as  a  source  of  infectious  germs 
including  those  which  may  cause  non  gonococcal 
urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis  in  the  female.  Here 
are  some  highlights  from  our  widely  acclaimed 
booklet  (Available  in  Spanish;  soon  in  Japanese)  — 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 

Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant  to  VD  PREVENTION 
»  and  Good  Health.  Not  to  teach  washing  before  and 
after  sex  activities  is  to  encourage  the  spread  of  sex¬ 
ually  transmitted  diseases. 

PAGE  2:  THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  will  reduce  the 
possiblity  of  catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause 
syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  as  well  as  some  other  sexual¬ 
ly  transmitted  diseases,  are  sensitive  to  soap  and 
water. 

WASH  BEFORE  SEX  FOR  HYGIENIC  PURPOSES 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap 
into  urinary  opening. 

Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing 
diminishes  the  effectiveness  of  this  preventive 
measure.  Washing  is  doubly  important  since  even  in 
the  absence  of  syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  other  sexually 
transmitted  germs  can  cause  infections  such  as  NGU 
(nongonococcal  urethritis)  or  NSU  (non-specific 
urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use 
watersoluble  preparations  that  will  wash  away.  Do 
not  use  an  oil  base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the 
germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the 
penis  may  trap  germs  which  can  cause  infections. 
Therefore,  special  attention  should  be  given  to 
washing  the  uncircumcised  penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis 
will  have  been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  re¬ 
main  necessary  to  prevent  other  sexually  transmitted 
diseases.  For  example:  A  gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not 
prevent  approximately  half  of  the  reported  cases  of 
male  urethritis  which  are  not  gonorrhea. 

PAGE  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL 

HYGIENE  FOR  MALE  AND  FEMALE 

Infectious  germs  which  are  always  found  in  the 
lower  digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rec¬ 
tum  during  certain  sex  activities.  Among  the 
dangerous  germs  present  may  be  the  virus  which 
causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which  cause  gastro¬ 
intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth  (anal-oral 
route). 

The  mucous  membranes  of  the  genito-urinary 
system  are  highly  susceptible  to  infection  by  some  of 
these  germs  from  the  rectum.  For  example:  As  a 
result  of  careless  wiping  from  rectum  toward  vagina 
by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs  are  easily  spread  to 
the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infections,  and  from 
which  they  may  be  transmitted  during  vaginal,  as  well 
as  rectal,  intercourse.  Therefore,  females  must  not 
wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina . 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  can  be 
greatly  aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture, 
designed  to  facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention 
and  proper  cleansing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  has  been  adequately  informed  as  to  the  ad- 
!  vantages  of  the  bidet;  it  is  not  found,  for  instance,  in 
;  homes  or  hotels  in  the  United  States,  whereas  in 
;  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is  widely  used  and  signifi¬ 
cant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good  hygiene  requires 
careful  washing  of  genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and 
i  after  sex. 

Men  and  Women:  Learn  also  about — 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  con¬ 
tact  which  may  spread  the  disease,  and  particularly 
!  during  treatment  for  urethritis,  no  alcohol  which  may 
irritate  the  GU  system,  delaying  cure.  The  importance 
of  a  follow-up  visit  to  the  physician  to  see  if  further 
treatment  is  required.  For  the  sexually  active 
male  —  the  commercially  available  germicidal 
preparation  (Sanitube"  )  for  use  after  intercourse  to 
prevent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  com¬ 
mercially  available  vaginal  contraceptive  foams, 
creams,  suppositories  and  jellies,  which  also  have 
germicidal  properties  that  may  prevent  VD. 

Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy 
(quantities  available.)  Help  us  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 


Between  the  Lines 


This  month,  we  talk  about 
letter-writing  as  a  way  in  which  the 
individual  can  respond  to  the 
media.  We  include  two  letters 
which  address  two  different  prob¬ 
lems. 

First,  a  letter  of  constructive 
criticism.  Criticizing  writers  in  a 
way  that  will  educate  and  raise 
their  consciousness  without  of¬ 
fending  and  alienating  them  is  a 
tricky  business,  and  it  is  essential. 
As  readers,  we  may  have  any  num¬ 
ber  of  reactions  to  a  particular 
article,  yet  expressing  our 
reactions  exactly  as  we  feel  them 
may  not  be  an  effective  way  of 
changing  the  writer’s  point  of 
view.  When  we  are  dealing  with 
ignorance,  anger  is  of  little  value 
until  we  have  educated  the  person. 
Only  then  will  our  anger  be  heard 
and  understood.  And  at  that 
point,  expressing  the  anger  will  be 
powerfully  effective. 

What  do  we  expect  from  the 
media?  Generally  speaking,  we 
want  fair  and  adequate  coverage. 
But  there  are  varying  degrees  of 
“adequate”  and  “fair.”  To  take 
one  example,  what  do  you  do 
when  a  columnist  gives  it  her/his 
best  shot,  but  misses  the  mark?  She 
has  meant  well,  but  the  person  has 
betrayed  a  prejudice  or  lack  of 
conviction.  How  do  we  let  the 
person  know,  without  offending 
her/him,  that  her/his  “best”  isn’t 
good  enough  yet?  We’ve  all  exper¬ 


ienced  this:  Just  when  we  think  we 
really  understand  something  — 
we’ve  learned  our  lesson,  reached 
a  new  level  of  understanding  — 
that’s  the  point  when  we  get 
pushed  over  the  edge.  Naturally 
we  resist  and  fight  to  defend 
ourselves.  But  if  we  let  ourselves 
be  pushed  to  the  next  level  of 
understanding,  then  we  have  really 
come  to  terms  with  an  issue.  As  a 
media  advocate,  the  individual  can 
give  that  final  push.  You’re 
forcing  someone  to  make  a  choice: 
will  that  person  take  a  firm  stand 
for  gay  and  lesbian  rights,  or 
remain  safely  noncommital?  Re¬ 
cently,  a  columnist  in  Boston  ad¬ 
dressed  the  concerns  of  lesbian 
and  gay  youth,  but  her  manner 
was  clinical  rather  than  encour¬ 
aging.  This  is  how  one  writer  tried 
to  give  her  that  push: 

Dear _ : 

I  am  pleased  to  see  that  you 
are  dealing  in  your  column  with 
questions  that  young  people 
have  about  being  gay. 

Your  writing  shows  that  you 
have  tried  to  remain  neutral 
while  at  the  same  time  being 
helpful  to  those  who  were 
seeking  information.  I  believe, 
however,  that  you  might  have 
used  a  different  approach  in 
order  to  connect  better  with 
your  readers.  If  you  would, 
consider  the  following  ideas: 

You  have  missed  an  oppor¬ 


tunity  to  help  young  lesbians 
and  gays  feel  comfortable  with 
their  emotional  and  sexual 
feelings  because  you  avoided 
positive  statements  such  as, 
“This  is  perfectly  natural  and 
healthy.”  Nor  did  you 
encourage  them  to  express  their 
feelings  to  one  another  and  to 
adults  who  would  understnad. 
Also,  you  neglected  to 
encourage  acceptance  on  the 
part  of  non-gay  youngsters. 

Someone  needs  to  begin 
breaking  down  the  fear. 
Affirmation  from  you  would 
be  a  big  relief  to  a  lot  of 
struggling  teenagers. 

Your  article  is  a  beginning. 
Please  continue  to  deal  with  the 
problems  of  gay  teenagers.  I 
hope  that  what  I  have  said  here 
can  be  of  help  to  you. 

If  you  would  like  additional 
information,  feel  free  to  con¬ 
tact  me  at  any  time. 


The  second  letter  confronts  an 
equally  tricky  problem.  A  network 
anchorperson  has  presented  a  gay- 
related  story  in  a  way  that  could  be 
construed  as  neutral,  but  that  has 
strong  negative  overtones.  Like 
the  first  letter,  this  one  typifies  the 
gentle-but-firm  approach:  gentle, 
because  one  doesn’t  know  whether 
the  offensive  remark  stemmed 
Continued  on  Page  11 
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Capote:  Our  Embarrassing  Talent 


MUSIC  FOR  CHAMELEONS 

by  Truman  Capote 
Random  House,  NY 
262pp.,  $10.95 

Reviewed  by  Maida  Tilchen 

To  some,  Truman  Capote  is  an  example  of  the 
creative  talents  of  gay  people.  To  others,  he  is  our 
most  public  embarrassment.  It  is  hard  now  to 
imagine  the  legendary  effect  the  young  Capote  had  on 
the  New  York  writing  community  in  the  late  ’40s  when 
his  first  book,  Other  Voices,  Other  Rooms  created  a 
literary  sensation  and  made  him  America’s  first  blatant 
gay  author,  complete  with  an  unquestionably  homo¬ 
erotic  pose  on  the  dust  jacket  picture.  Now  he  seems 
more  like  the  ultimate  Uncle  Tom,  appearing  even  this 
past  month  on  the  “Dick  Cavett  Show’’  as  a  snarly, 
possibly  intoxicated,  self-destructive  and  very  troubled 
man.  His  new  book,  “Music  for  Chameleons,’’  is  filled 
with  aggravatingly  anti-gay  comments.  As  Capote  says 
of  himself  in  the  book,  “But  I’m  not  a  saint  yet.  I’m  an 
alcoholic.  I’m  a  drug  addict.  I’m  a  homosexual.  I’m  a 
genius.  Of  course,  I  could  be  all  four  of  these  dubious 
things  and  still  be  a  saint.  But  I  shonuf  ain’t  no  saint 
yet,  nawsuh.’’  (p.  261).  Reading  this  book  I  found 
myself  continually  alternating  between  giving  Capote 
breathless  bravos  for  his  exciting  and  well-crafted 
writing,  and  also  wondering  why  Capote  has  made 
public  statements  to  the  effect  that  he  doesn’t  need  gay 
liberation  because  he’s  never  been  discriminated 
against  when  he  apparently  has  no  positive  feelings 
about  his  sexual  preference.  But  maybe  Capote  just 
knows  where  his  money  comes  from.  Maybe  he  has  a 
quota  of  anti-gay  statements  to  make  per  book,  just  to 
maintain  his  public  image.  Maybe  he  laughs  all  the  way 
to  the  bank,  and  goes  to  gay  pride  marches  completely 
disguised  by  full  drag.  Maybe,  like  E.  M.  Forster,  he  has 
a  positive  gay  novel  stashed  away  until  after  his  death. 

How  does  Capote  present  gayness  in  his  new  book? 
It’s  perfectly  summed  up  in  his  description  of  Willa 
Cather,  whom  he  met  while  doing  research  in  a  New 
York  library  in  1942: 

Occasionally  I  saw  a  woman  there  whose  appearance  rather 
mesmerized  me  —  her  blue  eyes  especially:  blue,  the  pale 
brilliant  cloudless  blue  of  prairie  skies.  But  even  without 
this  singular  feature,  her  face  was  interesting  —  firm- 
jawed,  handsome,  a  bit  androgynous.  Pepper-salt  hair 
parted  in  the  middle.  Sixty-five,  thereabouts.  A  lesbian? 
Well,  yes.  (p.  254) 

A  beautiful  description,  but  just  when  it  makes  you 
feel  proud,  he  hits  you  with  his  own  self-hatred.  You 
can  hear  him  clucking  his  distaste.  If  a  straight  writer 
had  written  those  lines,  I’d  just  consider  him  a  homo¬ 
phobe  and  get  what  I  could  from  it.  When  as  public  a 
homosexual  as  Capote  does  it,  I  don’t  know  whether  to 
feel  sorry  for  him  or  me. 

Nonetheless,  I  really  admire  this  book.  It  consists  of 
fourteen  short  pieces,  some  of  which  are  unforgettable 
visions  of  the  bizarre  America  that  Capote  secs,  a  few 
are  duds,  and  the  main  piece,  a  novella  called  “Hand- 
carved  Coffins,”  I  see  as  a  most  powerful  indictment  of 
American  values.  Capotte  seems  content  to  promote 
controversy  over  whether  the  non-fiction  novel  exists, 
while  failing  to  stress  the  true  achievement  of  his  new 
work:  based  on  a  true  incident,  presented  in  the  literary 
media  by  a  fine  artist,  the  result  is  a  story  of  America 
that  cannot  be  denied.  It  is  not  a  work  of  Capote’s 
imagination,  but  is  filtered  through  his  personal  vision 
until  its  significance  is  silhouetted:  “Handcarved 


Coffins”  is  in  microcosm  the  sad  legend  of  our  society, 
an  America  that  trusts  a  murderer  who  has  committed 
boundless  violent  cruelties  because  he  has  property  and 
position  and  looks  like  a  hero.  As  Capote  describes  his 
first  meeting  with  Robert  Quinn: 

He  sported  expensive  high-heeled  boots,  but  even  without 
them  the  man  measured  over  six  feet  ...  his  eyes  were 
alert,  suspicious,  intelligent,  merry  with  malice,  compla¬ 
cently  superior.  He  had  a  hospitable,  fraudulently  genial 
laugh  and  voice.  But  he  was  not  a  fraud.  He  was  an  idealist, 
an  achiever  .  .  .  (his)  hand  plowed  through  a  rough  white- 
and-grey  mane  worn  pioneer  style.  ...  We  followed  him 
down  a  wide  high  hallway  into  an  immense  room,  a  cathed¬ 
ral  stuffed  with  huge  heavy  Spanish  furniture  ...  an  entire 
wall  had  been  composed  from  blocks  of  irregularly  cut 
granite,  and  this  granite  cavelike  wall  housed  a  fireplace  big 
enough  to  roast  a  brace  of  oxen.  (p.  110-111) 

Reading  this,  I  could  only  think  of  those  numerous 
TV  news  show  visits  to  the  ranches  of  Ronald  Reagan  or 
John  Wayne  or  Lyndon  Johnson.  This  is  what  America 
respects  and  expects  of  a  man,  and  this  is  who  has  been 
chosen  to  lead  and  influence  our  country.  But  Capote 
has  found  a  most  sinister  way  to  explode  and  explore 
this  myth.  He  claims  that  this  is  a  true  story,  and  makes 
it  clear  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  Robert  Quinn  is  the 
person  who  arranged  for  two  of  his  neighbors  to  get  into 
their  car  one  morning  and  discover  it  filled  with  nine 
giant  rattlesnakes  injected  with  speed  and  more  than 
ready  to  kill.  This  was  only  the  first  of  several  similarly 
gruesome  murders.  In  each  case,  the  victim  had  been 
warned  by  receiving  a  package  in  the  mail  containing  a 
small,  handcarved  coffin  and  a  photo  of  him /herself. 
Eventually,  it  became  obvious  that  all  the  victims  had 
been  members  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  local 
town  council  to  decide  whether  some  of  the  water  in  the 
local  river  should  be  diverted  away  from  Quinn’s 
property  so  that  others  might  share  in  its  use.  The 
remaining  members  of  the  committee  lived  in  constant- 
terror,  not  knowing  what  horribly  imaginative  death 
Quinn  might  design  for  them.  Capote  tells  the  story 
from  the  point  of  view  of  a  State  Bureau  of  Investiga¬ 
tion  agent  who  is  sure  Quinn  is  guilty,  but  cannot  get 
enough  evidence  to  convict  him.  What  makes  the  tale 
so  chilling,  however,  is  that  despite  the  overwhelming 
evidence  which  points  to  Quinn,  the  community 
chooses  to  admire  him.  They  deny  the  obvious  facts  and 
eventually  see  him  as  the  object  of  persecution  by  the 
state  police.  Capote  has  the  detective  describe  what 
happened  the  day  after  he  confided  the  evidence  about 
Quinn  to  two  of  the  possible  victims:  they  immediately 
told  everyone  in  town,  and  the  local  cafe  was  filled  with 
people  discussing  the  case: 

But  I  couldn’t  help  notice  when  Bob  Quinn  himself  walked 
in;  you  could  hear  the  whole  cafe  holding  its  breath.  .  .  . 
He  squeezed  into  a  booth  next  to  the  sheriff;  the  sheriff 
hugged  him,  laughed,  and  let  out  a  cowboy  holler.  Most  of 
the  crowd  mimicked  him,  yelled  wahoo.  Bob!  hiya  Bob! 
Yessir,  the  Okay  Cafe  was  one  hundred  percent  behind 
Bob  Quinn.  I  had  the  feeling  —  a  feeling  that  dead-certain 
this  man  was  a  murderer  many  times  over,  they’d  lynch  me 
before  I  could  arrest  him.  (p.  101) 

It’s  this  kind  of  writing  that  has  characterized  classic 
American  literature,  and  to  me  there  is  a  clear  line 
running  from  Herman  Melville  to  Capote’s  latest. 
Capote  succeeds  in  presenting  the  American  confusion 
between  our  illusion  of  a  great  and  sincere  society,  and 
the  reality  of  hypocrisy  and  smallness  of  purpose  that 
underlies  that.  In  his  book  “In  Cold  Blood,”  Capote 
contrasted  the  apparent  wholesomeness  of  the  affluent 
Kansas  farm  family  with  the  violent  and  valueless 
characters  of  their  murderers,  who  had  grown  up  in 


deprived  circumstances.  It  was  not  an  indictment  of  thi 
values  of  poor  Americans,  but  of  a  society  in  whicl 
some  children  have  their  own  pet  horses  while  other 
are  barely  fed.  In  “Handcarved  Coffins,”  Capote  ha 
used  this  same  analogy  style,  contrasting  thi 
appearance  of  the  local  successful  businessman  with  th< 
evidence  that  his  murders  may  go  back  as  far  as  his  wa 
hero  days,  when  he  “single-handedly  slaughtered  mori 
Japanese  than  the  Hiroshima  bomb.”  (p.  101)  It  i 
probably  the  primary  task  of  an  by  disadvantagec 
minority  member  artists  to  ponray  the  contrast  betweei 
reality  and  illusion  in  our  society.  In  this  sense,  Capoti 
is  undeniably  a  gay  writer,  and  one  who  moves  wel 
beyond  what  seems  to  be  the  current  dictates  of  the  ga; 
male  novel,  which  are  that  the  novelist,  as  in  Dance, 
From  the  Dance  by  Andrew  Holleran,  must  aim  at  th< 
faults  of  the  gay  community.  In  this  sense,  perhap: 
Capote  does  best  to  disassociate  himself.  A  novel  tv 
Capote  about  his  life  as  a  homosexual  would  very  likel; 
be  highly  offensive  to  most  people  who  value  ga; 
liberation.  But  “Handcarved  Coffins”  as  it  indicts  thi 
larger  society,  including  its  placing  of  its  trust  in  thi 
macho-rancher-President-God,  speaks  for  all  of  us  wh< 
are  oppressed  by  the  hypocrisy  in  our  society. 

I  could  go  on  about  “Handcarved  Coffins”  forever, 
think  it  represents  for  me  all  the  terror  I  have  of  Ronalc 
Reagan  being  elected.  It  is  not  about  Reagan,  and 
don’t  mean  that  I  believe  he  is  a  murderer.  It  is  rathe 
about  the  people  who  are  going  to  cast  their  vote  for  ai 
actor  who  looks  like  their  idea  of  a  leader.  It  is  abou 
men  who  believe  they  can  do  anything  they  can  ge 
away  with.  continued  on  page  I 
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Women  Write 


American  Jewish 

THE  WOMAN  WHO  LOST 
HER  NAMES 

Edited  by  Julia  Wolf  Mazota 
Harper  and  Row,  San  Francisco 
222  pp.,  $10.00 

Reviewed  by  Nancy  Walker 

When  we  think  of  Jewish  writers,  just  as  when  we 
think  of  English  or  American,  or  Russian  or 
French  or  Transylvanian  writers,  we  think  of 
men  —  right?  That  fault  in  our  thinking  is,  like  so 
many  others,  slow  to  be  rectified,  but,  in  the  case  of 
Jewish  writers,  something  has  been  done  about  it.  A 
small  dent  in  the  general  consciousness  has  been  made. 

The  Woman  Who  Lost  Her  Names,  compiled  and 
edited  by  Julia  Wolf  Mazow,  is  a  collection  of  short 
stories  and  small  sections  from  larger  works  written  by 
American  Jewish  women.  Some  of  the  authors  are  well 
known  to  many  of  us,  others  were  new  to  me,  and  I  as¬ 
sume  they  would  be  to  a  large  number  of  readers. 

There  is  no  attempt  in  the  book  to  make  a  unified 
political  or  social  statement.  The  stories  are  repre¬ 
sentative  rather  than  definitive.  They  show  a  number  of 
aspects  of  Jewish  life  as  lived  by  an  assortment  of 
women  very  different  from  one  another. 

Some  of  the  women  are  living  and  writing  today. 
Others  are  long  dead.  Some  are  Orthodox  and  wrestling 
with  all  the  problems  that  factor  of  their  existence 
makes  unavoidable  if  they  want  to  feel  like  whole,  func¬ 
tioning  human  beings.  Others  of  the  women  make  no 
attempt  at  being  religious  Jews,  though  they  have  a 
strong  Jewish  emotionality.  I  have  had  this  experience 
myself,  so  I  was  refreshed  to  read  Nancy  Datan’s  story 
“Making  Jews,”  in  which  she  discusses  the  conflict 
between  a  woman’s  personal  atheistic  conviction  and 
her  feeling  of  devotion  to  the  Jewish  people  and  to 
being  Jewish. 

Whenever  1  approach  a  Jewish  book,  I  assume  (unless 
it’s  the  Bible)  that  the  contents  will  be  either  iargely 
humorous  or  largely  tragic.  This  book  surprised  me  in 
that  there  is  very  little  deliberate  humor  and  not  much 
that  I  would  consider  tragic.  The  pieces  deal  with  rela¬ 
tionships  between  Jewish  women  and  the  people  closest 
to  them  —  their  husbands,  lovers,  children  and,  as  you 
might  have  imagined,  their  parents. 

The  mysterious  chords  that  resonate  in  us  because  of 
our  parents,  and  the  cords  that  bind  us  to  them,  com¬ 
plete  with  all  the  cacophony  and  the  snarls,  form  much 
of  the  substance  of  the  book.  The  sad  truth  emerges 
that  the  generations  don’t  understand  each  other,  keep 
missing  the  essence  of  each  other,  keep  suffering  be¬ 
cause  of  these  failures  of  perception  and  wisdom. 

What  I  wonder  at,  is  why  almost  invariably  the 
women  in  this  book  write  as  daughters  confronting  the 
difficulty  of  the  relationship  with  their  mothers.  Per¬ 
haps  the  mother’s  act  of  creativity  consisted  in  giving 
birth  to  the  daughter,  who  is  then  left  to  figure  out  how 
the  mystery  is  to  be  solved. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  mother  gives  life  to  the 
daughter  and  the  daughter  spends  much  of  that  life 
trying  to  understand  how  to  deal  effectively  with  her 
mother.  I  would  really  like  to  read  something  that 
delves  deeply  into  the  mother-daughter  conundrum, 
written  by  the  mother  of  a  fully  adult  daughter.  Tillie 
Olson’s  touching  story,  “As  I  Stand  Here  Ironing,” 
does  dig  into  the  problems  of  raising  a  daughter.  The 
mother  discusses  her  daugher,  and  what  she  thinks  she 
may  have  done  to  make  her  daughter  into  the  kind  of 


person  she  seems  to  be  today.  The  intellectual  pitfall  is 
that  all  we  can  do  in  regard  to  another  human  being,  no 
matter  how  close,  is  reflect  on  their  “seeming,”  since 
their  “being”  we  can  never  really  know. 

Some  of  the  older  stories  talk  of  women  within  the 
Jewish  tradition  who  are  at  peace  with  the  tradition,  but 
at  war  with  the  outside,  hostile,  non -Jewish  world. 
More  painful  still,  one  of  the  stories  reveals  the  poor 
immigrant  in  the  ghetto,  loving  her  own  people,  and 
discovering  how  inhumane  her  fellow  religionist  can  be 
when  he  is  rich  and  without  true  charity. 

The  many  faces  of  the  Jewish  woman  are  glimpsed 
through  the  stories  in  The  Woman  Who  Lost  Her 
Names.  The  title  story,  by  Nessa  Rapoport  is  about  an 
Orthodox  woman,  who,  at  birth  is  named  Sarah,  and 
then  given  a  middle  name,  Josephine,  because  an 
uncle,  named  Joseph  dies  eight  days  after  she  is  born. 
When  she  goes  to  school,  the  kindergarten  teacher 
decides  to  call  her  Sally,  “to  make  the  adjustment 
easier.” 


Sarah  begins  E>y  puDm-iy  iusmg  nci  iusi  mmu.. 
she  falls  in  love  with  a  man  who  won’t  call  her  Sarah 
either  because  his  mother’s  name  was  Sarah  and  “a- 
man  cannot  marry  a  woman  with  his  mother’s  name.” 
Sarah  then  has  to  be  called  Josepha.  Finally,  she  has  a 
female  child  and  she  wants  to  called  it  ‘  'Ayelet  Hasha- 
har,  the  dawn  star.  But  her  husband  says  that  Jewish 
law  insists  the  child  be  named  for  Josepha’s  mother  and 
should  be  called  Dina. 

Sarah  objects  because  “there  is  blood  on  that 
name.”  In  the  Bible  Dina  was  born  of  a  rape.  At  the 
end  of  the  story  we  do  not  know  what  the  husband, 
Yakov,  decides  to  do.  Sarah  tells  him  to  make  the 
decision,  after  brief  and  impassioned  debate.  She  is  an 
obedient  wife,  deferring  to  her  husband.  It  rests  in  his 
hands  to  give  the  child  a  positive  or  negative  beginning. 
The  woman  has,  at  least,  spoken  her  piece. 

Most  of  us,  I  daresay,  are  as  far  removed  from  that 
particular  situation  as  we  can  possibly  be.  Light  years 
away  from  Sarah/Sally /Josephine/Josepha’s  dramatic 


Accessible  Poetry  of  Marge  Piercy 

THE  MOON  IS  ALWAYS  FEMALE 


By  Marge  Piercy 

Alfred  A.  Knopf  New  York 

133  pp.,  $8.93 

_ Reviewed  by  Robin  Lippincott 

Marge  Piercy  writes  immediate,  life-breathing 
poems,  poems  which  —  as  Piercy  observed  of 
Audre  Lorde  — 'can  be  read  successfully  to  an 
audience,  no  matter  how  long  or  complex,  because  the 
emotions  are  coherent.  Piercy’s  is  a  clarity  and  lucidity 
born  of  conviction  and  tenacity.  “The  poems/turn 
toward  you  out  of  my  dirt  and  the  best /know  far  more 
than  1,  far  more  than  me.”  That  dirt,  the  raw  material 
of  experience  or  imagination,  is  transformed  into  an 
accessible  poetry  which  survives  the  printed  page. 

The  Moon  Is  Always  Female  consists  of  two  parts, 
“Hand  Games”  and  “The  Lunar  Calendar.”  “Hand 
Games”  are  poems  of  the  daily  doings:  poems  about 
zucchini;  writers  and  writing;  nuclear  power  plants;  a 
lover’s  leg  cast;  cats;  strong  women  “standing/on  tip¬ 
toe  and  lifting  a  barbell  /while  trying  to  sing  Boris 
Godunov;”  and  men  “who  don’t  think  peeling 
potatoes /makes  their  penis  shrink.”  And,  as  always 
with  Piercy,  there  are  poems  of  struggle  and  the  com¬ 
mitment  to  struggle:  “Struggle  wears  the  bones  thin /as 
it  sings  in  them,  but  there  is  no  pension, /no  retirement 
fund  for  the  guerilla.”  And  in  “The  low  road,”  she 
writes  of  possibilities,  the  power  in  numbers  —  rolling 
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with  momentum,  singing  with  hope: 

Two  people  can  keep  each  other 
sane,  can  give  support,  conviction, 
love,  massage,  hope,  sex. 

Three  people  are  a  delegation, 
a  committee,  a  wedge.  With  four 
you  can  play  bridge  and  start 
an  organization  .  .  . 

A  dozen  make  a  demonstration. 

A  hundred  fill  a  hall. 

A  thousand  have  solidarity  and  your  own  newsletter  .  .  . 
It  goes  on  one  at  a  time, 
it  starts  when  you  care  .  .  . 

“The  Lunar  Cycle,”  based  upon  “The  Lunar 
Calendar,”  Piercy  describes  as  “an  intimate  part  of  my 
life,  since  I  moved  near  the  ocean  and  the  bay  and  had 
to  become  conscious  of  the  tides  .  .  .  Recovering  the 
lunar  calendar  has  been  a  part  of  rediscovering  women’s 
past,  but  it  has  also  meant  for  me  a  series  of  doorways  to 
some  of  the  non-rational  aspects  of  being  a  living 
woman.”  In  “The  sabbath  of  mutual  respect,”  she 
cites  Habondia,  goddess  of  abundance,  labor  and 
choice.  There  is  a  list  of  other  goddessess,  other  door¬ 
ways:  “the  names  flesh  out  our  histories,  our 
choices, /our  passions  and  what  we  will  never 
embody /but  pass  by  with  respect.” 

Praise  our  choices,  sisters,  for  each  doorway 
open  to  us  w^s  taken  by  squads  of  fighting 
women  who  paid  years  of  trouble  and  struggle  .  .  . 
that  we  might  walk  through  these  gates  upright. 
Doorways  are  sacred  to  women  for  we 
are  the  doorways  of  life  and  we  must  choose 


experience  is  the  kind  of  life  and  political  views 
expressed  in  the  dyke  stories. 

It  was  indeed  a  surprise  to  find  several  lesbian  nota¬ 
ble  in  the  table  of  contents.  Andrea  Dworkin,  whose 
palpable  hatred  of  men  I  could  never  understand 
before,  makes  more  sense  now  that  I  have  read  “First 
Love.”  What  the  story  never  confronts  is  how  the 
protagonist  was  so  easily  sucked  into  the  traps  our 
society  sets  for  women.  She  was  always  available  to  men 
and  bought  the  party  line  that  women  are  supposed  to 
put  up  with  a  kind  of  second  class  sexual  citizenship. 

In  this  story  Dworkin  makes  no  positive,  definite 
declaration  of  lesbianism.  If  she  has  turned  to  women 
for  emotional  and  intellectual  satisfaction,  it  is  not  a 
“natural,”  but  a  reasoned  choice  coming  only  after 
years  of  ugly  experience  on  the  heterosexual  bed  of  pain 
and  humiliation.  Some  day,  I  think,  it  would  be  useful 
and  instructive  to  make  distinctions  between  “natural” 
and  “political”  lesbians.  They  seem  to  be  two  very, 
very  different  sorts  of  individuals. 

None  of  the  stories  addresses  the  issue  of  the  etiology 
of  anyone’s  lesbianism.  They  do  speak  to  the  genuine 
difficulties  that  arise  in  American  Jewish  families  when 
a  daughter  announces  that  she  has  no  intention  of  fol¬ 
lowing  the  usual  ways  prescribed  by  the  family  religion. 
It  is  interesting  to  see  that  all  is  not  hopeless.  Some  of 
the  parents  are  really  trying.  Some  of  the  daughters  are 
really  letting  them.  It  is  a  two-way  street,  not  a  cul-de- 
sac. 

The  stories,  as  one  would  expect  from  such  diversity 
of  theme  and  content,  are  cerrainly  not  uniform  in  tone 
or  texture.  They  are  not  of  equal  literary  merit,  but  they 
all  have  the  merit  of  being  written  by  Jewish  women  out 
of  their  own  most  intimate  experience  of  some  of  life’s 
most  significant  relationships  or  events. 

The  story  that  disturbed  me  most  was  from  “A 
Weave  of  Women”  by  E.M.  Broner.  Being  gay  removes 
women  from  the  strangulation  of  virginity,  from  the 
rigid  demands  made  upon  straight  women,  even  those 
who  strive  to  be  free,  to  be  whole,  to,  in  a  manner  of 
speaking,  own  their  own  souls.  I  was  absolutely 
appalled  by  “A  Weave  of  Women,”  which  describes  a 
ceremony  in  which  a  baby  Israeli  girl  is  ritually 
‘  ‘pierced”  by  a  loving  group  of  women  so  that  the  child 
can  be  spared  that  other  piercing  done  by  man.  The 
ceremony  tries  to  do  away  with  the  virginity  mystique, 
but  it  does  not  liberate  the  women  who  are  committing 
this  minor  atrocity  against  a  helpless  female.  The  deed 
is  still  being  done  in  relation  to  men’s  domination  over 
women’s  bodies.  It  is  done  by  women  to  a  woman-child 
for  the  sake  of  her  relationship  with  men. 

The  Woman  Who  Lost  Her  Names  breaks  new 
ground  by  bringing  together  a  very  diverse  group  of 
Jewish  women  writers  and  presenting  some  of  their 
work  to  a  public  that  previously  had  no  choice  but  to 
believe  that  Jewish  literature  was  male  Jewish  literature. 

The  book,  in  a  way,  ends  the  authors’  isolation  just  as 
the  women’s  movement  has  gone  far  toward  ending  the 
isolation  of  individual  women.  It  is  an  infinitely  easy 
and  with  few  exceptions,  pleasant  book  to  read.  Some 
of  it  is  painful,  but  it  is  the  kind  of  pain  that  makes  you 
think  and  grow,  and  gives  you  insight  into  the  struggles 
of  people  who  are  not  like  you  as  well  as  those  who  are. 

For  me,  as  a  Jew,  the  book  had  particular  significance 
and  familiarity.  I  know  many  of  the  people  who  fill  its 
pages.  However,  any  woman  who  wants  to  expand  her 
horizons,  any  person  whose  sympathies  reach  out 
toward  all  members  of  the  human  race,  should  enjoy 
this  book  that  is  so  rich  in  human  experience  and 
expression. 


what  comes  in  and  what  goes  out.  Freedom 
is  our  real  abundance. 

One  of  the  most  ambitious  and  ambiguous  poems  in 
the  book,  “Shadows  of  the  burning,  ’  ’  is  also  one  of  the 
most  beautiful.  Two  lovers  on  a  beach  light  a  fire  of 
fast-burning  pitch  pine  instead  of  the  traditional,  long- 
burning  oak.  It  is  summer  solstice:  “This  is  the  briefest 
night  and  just/under  the  ocean  the  fires  of  the  sun/roll 
toward  us  .  .  ./How  often  I  have  leapt  into  that 
fire, /how  often  burned  like  a  torch  ...”  She  decries 
love,  passion,  romance,  segueing  into  a  harrowing  nar¬ 
rative  of  her  love  life,  but  then  admits: 

I  cherish  friendship  and  loving  that  starts 
in  liking  but  the  body  is  the  church 
where  1  praise  and  bless  and  am  blessed. 

My  strength  and  my  weakness  are  twins 
in  the  same  womb,  mirrored  dancers  under 
water,  the  dark  and  light  side  of  the  moon. 

Come  step  into  the  Fire,  come  in  .  .  . 

Our  cells  are  burning 

each  a  little  furnace  powered  by  the  sun 

and  the  moon  pulls  the  sea  of  our  blood. 

This  night  the  sun  and  moorr  dance 
and  you  and  1  dance  in  the  fire  of  which 
we  are  the  logs,  the  matches  and  the  flame. 

If  Marge  Piercy’s  poetry  suffers,  it  suffers  from  excess: 
the  excess  of  a  generous  spirit.  These  poems  were  made 
not  only  out  of  the  quarrel  within  herself,  but  also,  of 
her  quarrels  with  the  world. 
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The  pressure  of  years  of  brutal  oppression  led 
to  the  angry  and  justified  explosion  marking  the 
genesis  of  the  contemporary  gay  male  movement. 
That  intial  force  bred  a  myriad  of  ideological  lava  flows 
pushing  in  all  directions,  coming  together  in  often 
uneasy  coalitions  to  counter  an  attack  on  one  of  our 
fronts.  But  seldom  have  we  taken  the  time,  in  the 
middle  of  seemingly  never-ending  struggle,  to  ask 
“Who  are  we?,  What  is  the  nature  of  our  oppression, 
i  and  What  are  the  ultimate  goals  of  our  struggle?”  The 
“movement”  lacks  a  comprehensive  analysis  from  a  gay 
male  perspective  bridging  the  personal  and  social, 
examining  the  unique  elements  of  homosexual  lib¬ 
eration.  Homosexuality  and  Liberation:  Elements  of  a 
Gay  Critique,  by  Italian  gay  revolutionary  Mario  Mieli, 
is  a  far-reaching,  piercing  analysis  of  the  personal, 
political  and  social  from  a  refreshingly  militant  gay 
perspective  which  strives  to  fill  that  theoretical  gap. 
Mieli  draws  on  his  experience  in  the  Italian  gay  and  left 
movements  and  uses  his  knowledge  of  psychoanalysis 
and  Marxism  to  support  his  theory  of  homosexual  lib¬ 
eration  while  giving  an  impious  critique  of  heterosexual 
society. 

Whereas  the  developmental  and  intrapersonal  ex¬ 
planations  of  psychoanalysis  have  been  dismissed  by 
many  feminists  and  leftists  in  the  United  States  as 
oppressive  and  reactionary,  Mieli  reflects  the  influence 
of  psychoanalysis  on  the  European  left,  and  grounds  his 
theory  in  the  desires,  passions  and  drives  of  the 
individual. 

Mieli  begins  with  a  basic  tenet  of  early  psychoanalysis 
that  infants  are  born  with  an  undifferentiated  “Eros”, 
a  polymorphous  perversity  seeking  satisfaction  of 
desire.  As  transsexual  infants,  we  simply  aren’t 
concerned  with  the  sex  of  objects  capable  of  meeting 
our  desire.  He  then  charts  a  complex  and  logical  path 
through  the  developmental  maze  of  homosexual  repres¬ 
sion,  repression  of  desire  and  sexual  identification  (all 
in  the  service  of  the  family  unit,  social  stability  and,  in 
the  end,  the  maintenance  of  capitalism)  leading  to  the 
mutilated  Eros  of  adulthood;  a  sexual tity  incapable  of 
honesty  and  passion.  He  sees  heterosexuals  as  paralyzed 
by  the  strangling  web  of  erotic  repression  which  is 
reflected  in  all  areas  of  existence.  Instead  of  asking, 
“Why  are  we  gay?”  (although  he  certainly  touches  on 
!  the  question,  recognizing  the  strength  it  takes  to  resist 
“educastration”  to  the  heterosexual  Norm),  he  asks, 
“Why  are  you  straight,  denying  yourselves  pleasure?” 

Rather  than  dismissing  psychoanalysis  and  its 
insights,  Mieli  exposes  the  cultural  bias  of  its  arguments 
used  against  us  over  the  years,  and  then  proceeds  to 
reconceptualize  psychoanalytic  theory  from  a  radical 
gay  perspective.  Recasting  the  Oedipal  complex 
(Mommy-Daddy-Me)  and  placing  homosexual  repres¬ 
sion  at  the  center  of  mutilated  sexuality,  he  develops  a 
>  theory  of  the  objectification  of  women  (men  have 
repressed  their  own  “feminine”  sides,  and  are  thus 
unable  to  love  women  as  anything  more  than  pro¬ 


jections  of  a  repressed,  disowned  self),  narcissism 
(homosexual  desire  for  the  father  now  located  in  one’s 
ego),  anti-gay  violence  and  sports  springing  from  this 
pool  of  homosexual  repression. 

Mieli  frequently  refers  to  the  anima  and  animus  of 
Jung,  our  unconscious  identifications  with  the  “other” 
sex.  Jung  posits  an  inherent  split  between  the 
unconscious  and  conscious  aspects  of  our  sexuality, 
resulting  in  the  “natural”  complementarity  of 
heterosexual  relationships.  Erik  Erikson  and  other 
psychoanalysts  have  denied  that  concept.  Mieli  smashes 
the  myth  of  complementarity  and  exposes  animafani- 
mus  as  a  product  of  represssion  and  mutilation  of  Eros 
by  an  exploitative  society  based  on  division  and 
alienation . 

Mieli  dives  into  a  wide  range  of  areas  which  are  often 
ignored:  man /boy  love,  drag  and  transsexualism  and 
sado/ masochism.  He  articulates  strong  support  for  the 
revolutionary  potential  of  man /boy  love  and  drag.  He 
views  contemporary  S&M  as  a  product  of  an  alienated 
sexualtiy,  but  sees  a  liberated  S&M  as  a  natural  free 
expression  of  Eros  (and  Thanatos,  the  controversial 
“death  instinct”  of  psychoanalysis).  His  discussion  of 
S&M  is  often  confusing  and  contradictory. 

Mieli  is  strongest  in  his  analysis  of  contemporary  gay 
oppression,  exposing  the  connections  between  margin¬ 
alization  and  capitalist  exploitation.  Mieli  asks,  “Why 
do  they  oppress  us  ...  so  harshly?,”  and  then  outlines 
the  economic  benefits  to  capitalism  of  our  continued 
oppression.  ‘  ‘Liberal  tolerance  is  only  the  freedom  to  be 
excluded  and  exploited.”  The  forbidden  is  profitable. 
He  argues  that  political  emancipation  is  only  an  illusion 
within  the  existing  capitalist  structures;  reform  and 
integration  only  perpetuate  the  heterosexual /capitalist 
Norm  that  oppresses  us.  “In  the  hope  of  integration, 
many  gays  indulge  the  fantasy  of  having  the  father- 
system  forgive  sins  that  in  fact  they  have  not  com¬ 
mitted.” 

The  exorcism  of  this  guilt,  our  internalized  shame,  is 
central  to  our  liberation.  “It  is  time  for  homosexuals  to 
regain  the  energies  that  this  guilt  has  confiscated  and 
channel  them  into  a  genuinely  emancipatory  struggle, 
both  pleasurable  and  subversive.” 

Mieli’s  argument  loses  force  when  he  moves  from  the 
concrete  reality  of  contemporary  oppression  to  the  more 
abstract  realm  of  revolutionary  theory  and  strategy.  The 
concept  of  homosexual  repression  as  a  primary  social 
cleavage,  underlying  much  of  his  discussion,  becomes  a 
liability  when  outlining  a  comprehensive  revolutionary 
strategy.  Mieli  accepts  the  spontaneous  eruption  theory 
of  socialist  revolution, 

But  the  moment  of  general  resurrection  is  approaching, 

give  the  destruction  that  is  heavy  in  the  cancerous  air  of 

capital 

Mieli  simplistically  places  the  liberation  of  Eros  at  the 
center  of  that  resurection,  but  to  the  apparent  exclusion 
of  other  contradictions  (racism,  classism  and  imperi¬ 
alism),  also  capable  of  reaching  a  breaking  point.  Even 
though  we  exist  in  a  complex  social  system,  Mieli  shares 
the  passion  of  many  revolutionary  theorists,  chasing  the 
illusive  “Holy  Grail”  of  THE  primary  contradiction. 
But  Mieli’s  argument  emphasizes  the  importance  of 
sexual  contradictions  and  the  role  of  passion  and  desire 
which  are  minimized  by  many  tight-assed  leftists.  The 
traditional  left  ignores  the  point  Mieli  raises  again  and 
again;  r‘Communism  MUST  be  a  struggle  to  liberate 
desire.” 

A  call  is  issued  to  abandon  heterosexual,  patriarchal 
models  of  organizing  and  revolution  and  formulate  our 
own  strategy  and  perspective.  Instead  of  co-optation  by 

Capote 


heterosexual  radicals,  we  must  challenge  their  hetero¬ 
sexuality.  With  evangelical  zeal,  Mieli  seems  hell  bent 
to  seduce  heterosexuals,  opening  them  up  to  full 
totalising  relationships.  But  how  do  we  liberate  the  Eros 
of  men  already  defined  as  gay?  A  weakness  of  the  book 
is  the  meager  recognition  of  the  objectification  and  lack 
of  totalising  relationships  among  gay  males,  and  the 
heteromale  imitation  many  of  us  cling  to.  An  unspoken 
hypothesis  of  the  book  is  that  gay  equals  liberated  —  an 
equation  I’m  sure  many  people  would  challenge. 

Certainly  the  most  controversial  aspect  of  the  book 
may  be  Mieli’s  support  of  the  revolutionary  potential  of 
sexual  relationships  between  women  and  gay  men. 

Eros  also  finds  liberation  via  the  creation  of  new  erotic 

relationships  between  women  and  gay  men. 

He  feels  these  new  connections  will  circumvent  the 
objectified,  heterosexual  Norm.  Of  course,  if  women 
no  longer  have  sexual  relationships  with  heterosexual 
men,  those  men  will  have  to  seek  out  other  sexual 
objects.  If  women  succeed  in  exorcising  their  attraction 
to  straight  men,  who  says  they’ll  want  to  sleep  with  gay 
men?  A  gay  man?  On  this  point  Mieli’s  perspective 
seems  phallocentric  and  requires  the  response  of  a 
woman. 

Mieli  does  recognize  some  of  his  shortcomings,  and 
confesses  that  he  is  writing  from  a  gay  male  perspective 
primarily  about  males.  His  justifications  are  weak  in  a 
few  areas:  he  minimizes  the  inherent  differences 
between  women  and  men,  viewing  sexual  differ¬ 
entiation  primarily  from  a  social  context;  he  bases  his 
revolutionary  strategy  on  the  somewhat  outdated  view 
that  advanced  capitalist  countries  have  reached  a  stage 
of  development  where  labor,  in  the  traditional  sense,  is 
no  longer  necessary;  and  lastly,  new  radical  theories  of 
sexuality  must  account  for  recent  developments  in 
procreative  technology. 

Mieli’s  book  offers  a  unique  cross-cultural  perspective 
on  gay  liberation.  David  Fernbach’s  critical  intro¬ 
duction  puts  the  book  in  perspective  for  the  English 
speaking  reader.  Fernbach  outlines  some  of  the  factors 
influencing  an  Italian  theorist;  the  role  of  the  Catholic 
church,  the  presence  of  a  large  revolutionary  move¬ 
ment,  and  the  radical  stance  of  psychoanalysis  and  the 
anti-psychiatry  movement  of  Deleuze  and  Guattari. 

Homosexuality  and  Liberation  is  an  important, 
ambitious  theoretical  work  irreverently  smashing  the 
social  givens  restricting  many  writers.  It  is  a  theory  of 
homosexuality  AND  liberation,  drawing  attention  to 
our  internalized  self-oppressive  mechanisms  and  calling 
for  personal  and  social  exorcism  of  self-deprecating 
homophobic  attitudes.  Mieli’s  anger,  outrageousness 
and  uniquely  gay  sense  of  humor  draw  the  reader  into 
the  passion  of  gay  strength  and  militancy. 


Dear  Readers  of  GCN, 

A  seventy-two  year  old  friend  and  I  are  thinking  of  a 
book  about  lesbians  over  sixty-five.  If  you  have  any 
suggestions,  please  write  to; 

Peg  Cruikshank 
252  15th  Ave. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94118 


continued  from  page  1 

The  rest  of  the  book,  while  not  as  significant  as 

Handcarved  Coffins,”  contains  powerful  writing.  The 
preface  by  Capote  is  the  most  self-revealing  section  of 
the  book,  as  he  describes  his  evolution  as  a  writer,  the 
challenges  he  has  set  himself,  and  the  problems  he  has 
encountered  stylistically.  It  is  this  attitude  of  artistic 
commitment  which  has  kept  Capote’s  writing  so  out¬ 
standing  for  a  lifetime.  He  does  not  equate  achieving 
popular  success  with  achieving  artistic  goals,  and  he 
continues  to  push  the  limits  of  the  literary  form. 

One  section  of  the  book  contains  sketches  and  gossip 
about  celebrities.  Capote  describes  an  afternoon  with 
Marilyn  Monroe  so  unflatteringly  that  one  wonders  if  he 
is  trying  to  embarrass  those  who  have  been  getting  very 
rich  writing  beatific  memoirs  of  her.  One  interesting 
piece  of  gossip  Capote  reveals  is  about  Greta  Garbo. 
She  once  wanted  to  make  a  film  of  “The  Picture  of 
Dorian  Grey”  in  which  she  would  play  Dorian  and 
Marilyn  Monroe  would  play  one  of  the  women  Dorian 
destroys.  Capote  also  gives  his  critique  of  a  night  he 
spent  with  Errol  Flynn;  “Frankly,  if  it  hadn’t  been  Errol 
Flynn,  I  don’t  think  I  would  have  remembered  it.”  (p. 
236)  Maybe  that  says  it  all  for  celebrity  gossip. 

The  short  pieces  which  make  up  the  remainder  of  the 
book  are  mainly  character  portraits,  portrayed  in  that 
exotic,  larger-than-life,  goose-bump  raising  style  that 
makes  Capote  such  an  entertaining  writer.  Whether 
Capote  is  describing  the  mystical  Mrs.  Ferguson  who 
tells  the  fortunes  of  the  great  ladies  of  New  Orleans,  or 
the  sweet  old  lady  in  Connecticut  who  keeps  her  deep- 


freeze  filled  with  cats,  his  writing  is  always  enhanced  by 
his  insistence  that  he  does  not  write  fiction:  that  every 
one  of  these  highly  unlikely  people  actually  exists. 
These  disturbing  folks  that  constantly  cross  Capote’s 
path  give  a  terrifying  yet  much  needed  assurance  that 
America  has  not  yet  been  subsumed  by  pod  people, 
that  the  unique  personalities  of  Americans  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  expressed. 
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Indecent  Exploration 
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was  not  pornography  and  rape  and  indoc¬ 
trination  which  pervaded  the  (courtroom) 
air,  though  those  may  have  been  the  only 
terms  in  which  they  (the  judge  and  the  other  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  trial)  could  understand  the  proceedings; 
rather  it  was  the  assertion  of  love,  love  for  those 
generally  considered  incapable  of  receiving  it  (children) 
from  those  (outside  their  families)  unworthy  of  giving 
it.” 

This  is  a  quotation  from  a  new  booklet  entitled 
Indecent  Assault  by  Roger  Moody,  in  which  we  witness 
the  translation  by  the  police  and  the  court  system  of 
Moody’s  relationship  with  a  boy  into  the  simplistic  and 
religion /morality-laden  categories  which  are  all  the  law 
has  available:  ‘homosexual  acts’,  ‘lewd  and  indecent 
behavior’,  ‘gross  conduct’,  ‘indecent  assault’,  etc. 
Imagine  the  incredible  diversity  of  situations  that  all  get 
lumped  together  in  legalese  into  the  category  ‘homo¬ 
sexual  acts’!  (Hey  all  you  queers  out  there!  Have  they  all 
really  been  the  same?) 

The  question  I’d  like  to  focus  on  here,  among  the 
many  which  the  book  raises,  is  this:  what  is,  and  more 
important  what  should  be,  the  relationship  between 
the  law  and  the  people?  For  example,  what  kinds  of 
behavior  should  laws  be  made  about?  Eating?  Why 
not?  Fucking?  Why  so?  And  which  people  should  given 
laws  apply  to?  The  young?  The  19-  and  20-year-olds? 
The  poor?  Women?  Why? 

Indecent  Assault  is  a  son  of  journal  covering  the 
period  surrounding  Moody’s  arrest,  imprisonment,  trial 
and  eventual  acquittal  in  connection  with  his  relation¬ 
ship  with  a  ten-year-old  boy.  The  issues  it  raises  are  not 
simple.  They  involve  our  ideas  about  what  counts  as 
‘  ‘sexual”  behavior  and  what  kinds  of  being  children  are 
at  different  ages,  about  what  kinds  of  relationships 
children  and  adults  are  capable  of  having,  and  about 
how  such  relations  should  (or  should  not)  be  controlled 
(‘protected’)  by  the  State. 

Moody  doesn’t  try  to  deal  systematically  or  exhaust¬ 
ively  with  these  problems  and  potentials  of  ‘sexual’ 
relationships  between  people  of  different  ages.  Instead, 
he  tells  us  the  story  of  his  particular  arrest  and  trial, 
with  pungent  asides  (shades  of  Shakespeare’s  characters 
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who  step  out  of  the  action  now  and  then,  momentarily, 
to  speak  directly  to  the  audience)  on  the  police  mental¬ 
ity  (not  by  any  means  restricted  to  the  police),  on  his 
vision  of  the  young,  their  development  and  their  fami¬ 
lies,  on  ‘political  crimes’,  and  more  (much  more). 

First,  then,  some  entries  from  the  journal /story  (to 
tempt  you  to  read  this  provocative  and  very  powerful 
book),  and  afterwards,  some  comments  and  questions 
suggested  by  Moody’s  experience  and  the  whole  issue  of 
relations,  ‘sexual’  and  not,  between  people  of  different 
ages. 

The  characters  of  the  situation  are  basically  three:  the 
young  people  (in  this  case  anyone  who  doesn’t  have  the 
privilege /power  of  controlling  their  own  bodies  because 
of  their  age),  the  dirty  old  adults  (who  for  better  or 
worse  are  often  emotionally  and  sexually  attracted  to 
young  people  or  children),  and  the  “police”  (hereafter 
meaning  cops,  judges,  parents,  preachers,  teachers,  etc. 
to  the  extent  that  any  of  them  controls  the  behavior  of 
someone  else). 

The  scene  of  the  opening  sentence  of  this  review  is 
the  courtroom  where  Moody  is  being  charged  with  “in¬ 
decent  assault,”  that  is,  touching  someone  in  what  the 
judge  or  jury  consider  an  ‘indecent’  way.  (And  since 
people  under  16  in  England  are  not  permitted  the 
power  of  consenting  to  having  their  bodies  touched 
‘sexually’,  homosexual  (i.e.  ‘indecent’)  acts  are  by 
definition  “assaults.”)  The  question  of  violence  or 
coercion  and  of  the  nature  of  the  relationship  is  not 
even  raised. 

“Nothing  of  what  they,  the  young,  have  extended  to  the 
adults  by  way  of  affection,  curiosity,  play  or  love  enters  the 
record.  .  .  .  It’s  not  that  the  law  makes  such  revelations 
inadmissable.  It  doesn’t.  But  the  police  believe  themselves 
to  be  the  servants  of  some  nebulous  ‘public  opinion’  which 
requires  solid  divisions  between  aggressors  and  aggressed. 

.  .  .  ‘Protection’  of  young  people,  without  a  guarantee  of 
their  rights  to  autonomy,  privacy,  sexual  expression  and 
non-ageist  relationships,  is  not  just  meaningless.  It  is 
bound  to  lead  to  assault  upon  their  minds  and  emotions. 
Such  assaults  (by  the  “police”)  will  be  considered  effective 
whenever  they  deter  the  young  from  entering  ‘illicit’  rela¬ 
tionships  and  whenever  they  discourage  parents  from 
permitting  freedom  to  their  young,  and  when  they  lead  to 
the  incarceration  of  ‘dangerous’  men  and  women.  Seen  in 
such  stark  terms,  this  is  the  logic  of  General  Westmoreland 
in  Vietnam:  ‘We  bombed  tjhe  village  in  order  to  save  it’.” 
On  “Innocence” 

There  was  a  time,  not  so  very  long  ago,  when  both 
women  and  children  were  seen  as  needing  this  kind  of 
“protection.”  Lately  women  have  seemed  more  in¬ 
clined  to  do  without.  Lost  innocence?  Gained  power? 
“Childhood,”  however,  though  created  in  its  present 
form  only  in  the  last  few  centuries,  still  labors  under  the 
protective  myth  of  innocence  and  powerlessness. 

“  ‘So  you  approve  of  damaging  the  innocence  of  chil¬ 
dren?’  asks  Detective  Sergeant  Spruce,  when  he  has  me  in 
the  interviewing  room  at  the  end  of  the  long  arm  of  his  law. 
Unwisely  perhaps,  I  say,  “What  innocence?”  He  says, 
“You  don’t  believe  that  kids  of  four  or  five  are  innocent?” 
(It’s  not  clear  what  relation  this  remark  has  to  Moody  since 
he’s  not  charged  with  anything  having  to  do  with  kids  that 
young.) 

‘  ‘They  are,  in  fact,  the  guiltiest  in  some  sense.  But  I  omit 
to  tell  him  this,  conscious  now  that  everything  I  say  may  be 
taken  down  and  used  in  evidence.  Guilty  because  — 
separated  from  their  parents  just  for  a  moment  —  little 
children  will  huddle  into  groups,  cook  up  conspiracies, 
explore  every  hidden  avenue  of  their  own  and  others’ 
bodies,  and  the  body  of  the  Surrounding  world.  They  find 
more  corners  in  a  cardboard  box  than  you  or  I  can  dream  of. 
Indeed,  under-fives  are  the  guiltiest  creatures  on  this  earth. 
Yet  that  is  also  their  ‘innocence’.  It’s  the  way  they  greet 
every  new  understanding,  covetously  and  yet  with  an 
enthusiasm  fit  to  free  the  world.” 

On  Desire  and  the  Law 

How  to  “protect”  this  innocence.  Indeed,  how  to 
know  when  it  needs  “protection”? 

‘  ‘The  inspector  suspects  that  a  man  and  a  boy  are  having 
a  relationship  of  which  he  would  not  approve.  The  man  is 
not  a  parent  and  the  boy  is  not  his  child.  However,  there  is 
nothing  to  show  cause  why  the  relationship  should  be  inter- 
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CONTRACT  WITH  THE  WORLD 

by  Jane  Rule 

Harcourl,  Brace,  Jovanovich,  New  York 
539pp.,  $12.95  “ 

Reviewed  by  Karla  Jay 

Turning  thirty  is  a  cultural  crisis  in  modern  Western 
civilization,  a  phenomenon  induced  by  a  society 
which  prizes  youth  above  all  other  traits.  At 
thirty-three,  I  feel  safely  past  this  rite  of  passage,  which 
for  me,  at  least,  was  not  a  painful  experience  since  1  saw 
myself  becoming  one  of  those  older  women  I  had 
always  adored.  Some  of  my  friends  were  not  as 
fortunate.  One  had  a  nervous  breakdown  on  or  around 
her  birthday.  Another  walked  out  a  penthouse  window 
and  splattered  himself  on  the  streets  below.  Hetero¬ 
sexual  women  friends  (yes,  some  of  my  best  friends  are 
straight)  made  a  mad  dash  to  the  altar:  One  embarked 
on  a  disastrous  marriage  with  a  man  she  had  known 


only  two  weeks  (needless  to  say,  the  marriage  did  not 
last  very  long).  The  ones  who  were  already  married 
marched  in  a  steady  stream  to  divorce  court. 

In  Jane  Rule’s  new  novel,  Contract  with  the  World, 
everyone  is  turning  thirty,  and  the  uneasy  time  all  the 
characters  are  having  hardly  seems  an  exaggeration  to 
me,  but  I  do  wonder  if  the  twenty-year-olds  will  grasp  it 
at  all.  John  dies  of  cancer.  Joseph  marries  John’s  widow, 
adopts  John’s  children,  and  then  goes  insane  spouting 
poetry  as  a  wounded  bull  would  spurt  blood.  Mike 
hangs  his  own  image  in  effigy,  and  then  leaves  his 
family  and  his  artistic  pretentions  behind  him  like 
rancid  trash.  He  soon  finds  a  new  life  and  wife  in  the 
Arizona  desen.  Mike’s  abandoned  wife,  Alma,  begins 
writing  but  cannot  face  the  novelty  of  beginning  a 
difficult  career  at  thirty,  especially  when  she  is  too  rich 
to  have  any  financial  incentives.  Carlotta,  long  pre¬ 
occupied  with  painting  her  own  bones,  takes  an  interest 
m  portraying  her  friends.  J 
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fered  with,  no  apparent  corruption,  no  bizarre  behavior. 

In  the  course  of  the  investigation  these  impressions  an 
confirmed,  except  in  one  respect:  the  boy  looks  on  the  max 
not  as  a  father  but  as  an  equal.  Experience  tells  the  In 
spector  this  must  conceal  an  irregularity. 

That  irregularity  must  be  sexual  —  or  rather,  the  pres 
ence  of  sexual  desire.  If  the  sexual  component  cannot  b< 
found,  it  will  have  to  be  created.  Everything  that  seemec 
normal  can  now  be  made  abnormal  and  perverse. 

The  man  is  therefore  brought  to  court  for  touching  hir 
young  friend’s  cock.  The  boy  is  subjected  to  pressure  anc 
lies.  .  .  .  The  man  is  convicted  of  indecent  assault. 

As  for  the  boy  he  is  now  convinced  that  his  relationship 
with  the  man  was  —  if  not  wrong  —  at  least  abnormal.  .  .  . 
And  from  that  point  an  internal  policeman  starts  pacing 
the  boy’s  mind.  The  boy  is  now  “not  like  all  the  rest,”  and 
never  will  be.  As  he  crouches  in  bed  at  night  an  invisible 
baton  raps  his  knuckles  when  they  fall  between  his  legs. 
Showering  after  games  he  turns  his  back  on  his  school 
friends,  lest  they  detect  some  physical  sign  of  his  dis-easc. 
In  all  sexual  matters  he  is  embarrassed,  belligerent, 
confused.  In  a  word,  he  is  now  normal. 

Children  aren’t  fools.  That’s  why  they  can  be  desperately 
hurt  by  police  enquiries.  They  know  they’re  not  being  sub¬ 
jected  merely  to  an  attack  on  “queerness.”  What  they 
experience  is  an  attack  on  sexuality  itself.  For  the  acts  they 
committed  (or  did  not  commit  —  it  matters  little,  if  the 
feelirtgs  are  present)  were,  to  them,  primarily  acts  of  sexual¬ 
ity  or  play  or  aroused  tenderness.  Only  second  —  a  long, 
long  way  behind  —  were  they  associated  with  homosexual¬ 
ity.” 


On  Political  Crimes 

To  resist  this  “aggression  masquerading  as  ‘protec¬ 
tion’  ”  on  the  pan  of  the  Inspector  is  to  commit  a 
political  crime. 

‘  ‘What  is  a  political  crime?  It  is  an  act  punished  because 
it  violates  the  norms  which  sanctify  power  —  or  rather  the 
unthinking  acceptance  of  power.  In  the  South  Africa  of 
today  crimes  of  property  committed  by  blacks  against 
whites  are  political  crimes.  In  our  society,  a  crime  against 
the  person,  which  is  not  perceived  as  such  by  the  person, 
but  which  the  law  requires  to  be  criminal  in  order  to  keep 
one  group  under  the  thumb  of  another  —  that  is  surely  a 
political  crime  too!  Therefore,  by  keeping  children  in 
ignorance  of  their  capacity  to  share  love,  and  blocking  them 
when  they  try  to  express  it,  by  turning  self-discovery  into 
assault  and  self-expression  into  indecency,  the  State  creates 
political  crimes  in  a  new  area  .  .  .•  seeking  to  shut  up  the 
person  who  practices  their  own  sense  of  the  appropriate.  It 
is  also  political  because  it  is  aimed  fundamentally  at 
preventing  any  discussion  or'  action  towards  changing  the 
definitions  of  power  betweeen  old  and  young,  hence 
shifting  it.” 

Some  Questions  and  Asides 

Those  who  write  off  the  problems  of  relations 
between  people  of  different  ages  (and  of  the  rights  in 
general  of  young  people  to  be  more  than  just  property 
of  their  parents,  teachers,  and  preachers  etc.)  as  being 
of  no  interest  to  faggots  and  dykes,  either  lack  imagina¬ 
tion  or  have  a  vested  interest  in  keeping  these  issues  out 
of  discussion.  There  is  still  much  to  be  learned  about 
these  relationships. 

A  few  questions  and  asides  in  closing  may  make  my 
meaning  clearer.  What  is  the  effect  on  young  people 
(and  adults)  of  squeezing  all  the  diversity  of  their  rela¬ 
tionships  into  a  few  basically  religious  categories  that 
refer  mainly  to  acts  and  ignore  relationships ?  What 
kind  of  strategy  do  you  want  to  support  (speaking  of 
categories):  gay  rights  (“let  our  category  of  minority 
higher  in  the  hierarchy”  )  or  gay  liberation  (“let 
everyone  explore  their  sexuality  and  let  what’s  gay  — 
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and  what’s  not!  —  out  of  the  closet”)? 

What  is  the  effect  on  women’s  sexuality  of  more  or 
less  forcing  them  into  roles /categories  that  focus  so 
much  of  their  energy  into  “nurturing”  children?  (and 
on  men’s  sexuality  of  diverting  their  energy  from  the 
young?) 

Why  do  attempts  to  deal  with  different-age  relation¬ 
ships  tend  to  treat  them  so  simplistically  (you’d  think 
faggots  and  dykes  would  know  better!),  ignoring  the 
diversity  of  situations  (different  types  of  sexual  activity, 
different  sets  of  personalities  and  of  social  context)  as  if 
somehow  irrelevant  or  trivial? 

Why  is  it  that  the  young  are  prohibited  from  sexual 
activity?  Is  it  in  part  that  we  have  trouble  seeing  sex  as 
playful  and  fun,  not  necessarily  dependent  on  roles  and 
power?  Is  this  dependency  of  sex  on  “power”  (good 
looks,  prestige,  money,  ‘intelligence’,  .  .  .)  inevitable 
or  could  we  change  it?  To  what?  Could  young  people 
maybe  give  us  a  clue? 

Is  this  possibility  of  a  relationship  with  someone  of  a 
very  different  age  (either  older  or  younger)  sometimes 
related  to  this  desire  not  to  restrict  sex  to  what  your  age 
peers  do? 

Are  the  people  who  support  the  possibility  of  differ, 
ent-age  relationships  willing  to  be  more  open  and 
frank,  not  just  about  the  beauties  but  also  about  the 
difficulties  of  their  relations? 

Moody,  a  journalist  and  photographer,  took  some 
semi-nude  photos  of  his  young  friend  which  were  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  trial  as  “pornographic.”  The  judge  asked 
the  jury,  “Would  a  fatherly  figure  have  taken  such 
photos?”  What  do  you  have  to  believe  about  fathers 
and  sons  for  this  question  to  make  any  sense? 

Why  are  people  who  go  on  at  such  length  about  sell¬ 
ing  pictures  of  naked  children  saying  so  little  about  the 
incredible  exploitation  of  the  young  (and  everyone  else) 
all  throughout  the  advertising /consumption  industry? 

Why  are  the  right-to-lifers  often  the  first  to  opt  for  a 
military  solution  to  problems,  foreign  and  domestic? 

Why,  given  all  the  situations  in  which  power  is  con¬ 
centrated  in  the  hands  of  a  few  (family,  church,  judges/ 
police,  etc.)  is  there  so  little  attention  to  possible  abuses 
of  this  power,  and  so  much  attention  focussed  on  pos¬ 
sible  abuses  of  power  in  sexual  relations  between  adults 
and  young  people  (who  seldom  depend  on  these  adults 
for  a  roof  over  their  heads,  something  to  eat,  etc.)?  Do 
we  have  here,  once  again,  a  situation  in  which  the  real, 
big-time  thieves  of  power  and  freedom  (families, 
churches  and  schools)  go  free,  honored  in  their  own 
country,  while  the  “police”  spend  their  energies  har¬ 
assing  people  for  non-violent  sex? 

Why  don’t  we  faggots  and  dykes  make  a  more  serious 
effort  to  find  out  what  the  young  feel  about  their 
sexuality  in  their  relations  with  each  other  and  with 
older  people  and  give  their  exploration  some  support? 

As  Michael  Foucault  observes  in  the  excellent  special 
edition  of  Semiotexte  (Columbia  U.)  on  “Loving 
Boys,  ”  “As  to  the  true  age  of  consent,  it  is  very  hard  to 
fix  boundaries.  When  it  comes  to  young  people  some 
assume  that  their  sexuality  can  never  be  directed  toward 
an  adult  and  even  that  they  are  not  capable  of  sexual 
expression.  But,  really,  to  listen  to  a  young  person,  to 
hear  them  speak,  explaining  their  relations  with  others,' 
adult  or  not,  provided  one  listens  sympathetically,  per¬ 
mits  one  to  establish  the  nature  of  the  consent  or  the 
violence  involved.  And  to  assume  because  they  are 
young,  it  is  impossible  to  know  what  they  feel  and  what 
happened  and  whether  or  not  they  consented  is  unac¬ 
ceptable.” 
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A.E.  HOUSMAN:  THE  SCHOLAR-POET 

by  Richard  Perceval  Graves 
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Reviewed  by  B  Kritchevsky 

When  I  was  in  high  school,  A.E.  Housman  was 
my  favorite  poet.  He  was  well  represented  in 
all  the  anthologies  by  his  A  Shropshire  Lad 
poems  “To  an  Athlete  Dying  Young”  and  “Bredon 
Hill,  and  his  ambiguous,  gloomy  romanticism 
appealed  to  the  gloomy  romantic  I  was.  I  knew  nothing 
of  Housman  except  that  he  was  English  and  wrote 
poems.  And  I  knew  nothing  about  the  inspirations  for 
his  poems  or  the  reasons  for  his  melancholy.  And  of 
course  I  did  not  know  that  Housman  was  gay  or  how  his 
homosexuality  influenced  his  poems.  Housman ’s 
homosexual tiy  was  important  to  much  of  his  work,  vital 
to  some.  Considering  that  it  was  high  school,  it  is 
perhaps  more  surprising  that  we  even  studied  one  of 
Housman  s  posthumously  published  poems  (his  protest 
against  the  imprisonment  of  Oscar  Wilde)  than  that  the 
class  read  such  lines  as: 

Oh  a  deal  of  pains  he’s  taken  and  a  pretty  price  he’s  paid 
To  hide  his  poll  or  dye  it  of  a  mentionable  shade; 
But  they’ve  pulled  the  beggar’s  cap  off  for  the  world  to  see 
and  stare, 

And  they’re  hauling  him  to  justice  for  the  color  of  his  hair. 

_  (Additional  Poems,  18) 
We  read  this  without  a  single  guess  about  what 
Housman’s  analogy  was. 

This  is  by  way  of  explanation  of  why  I  found  Richard 
Perceval  Graves’s  biography  of  Housman,  A.E. 
Housman:  The  Scholar-Poet,  such  a  delight.  It  was  like 
learning  that  an  old  high  school  friend  had  just  come 
out,  a  friend  with  whom  I  always  felt  a  kinship  I  could 
not  quite  define.  Graves  says,  “My  chief  aim  has  been 
to  write  a  balanced  and  sympathetic  account  of  a 
remarkable  but  troubled  life.  A  secondary  aim  has  been 
to  introduce  a  new  generation  to  the  neglected  beauties 
of  A.E.  Housman’s  poetry.  ’  ’  He  does  quite  well  at  both 
jobs.  Graves  discusses  two  parts  of  Housman’s  life  in 
t  detail,  his  accomplishments  as  a  scholar  and  his  work  as 
a  poet,  trying  to  understand  “how  the  austere  classical 
scholar  could  have  written  the  beautiful,  romantic  lyrics 
of  A  Shropshire  Lad  or  Last  Poems.  ’  ’  The  answer  seems 
to  lie  in  Housman’s  homosexuality,  hidden  in  his 
lifetime,  and  his  enduring  and  unappeased  love  for  his 
college  friend,  Moses  Jackson.  Graves  illuminates  both 
aspects  of  Alfred  Edward  Housman’s  life,  and  succeeds 
particularly  in  integrating  Housman’s  poems  into  the 
text  to  illustrate  his  feelings  about  certain  events  and 
emotions  at  times  of  his  life. 

There  was  certainly  room  for  a  complete  and  honest 
Housman  biography.  Most  early  works  were  recol¬ 
lections  by  Housman’s  friends  and  did  not  attempt  a 
general  view  of  his  life  and  work.  They  also  tell  an 
incomplete  story  by  not  dealing  with  Housman’s 
homosexuality,  probably  because  Housman  was  very 
secretive  about  his  sexuality  during  his  life.  Other 
biographies  are  considered  inaccurate  or  speculative, 
and  were  written  without  access  to  presently  available 
material.  Some  of  Housman’s  letters,  papers  and 
extracts  from  his  diary  were  not  unsealed  until  1967, 
when  they  became  available  along  with  an  essay  written 
by  Housman’s  brother  Laurence,  “A.E.  Housman’s 
‘De  Amicitia’  ’’.(published  in  the  October  1967  issue 
of  Encounter,  an  English  literary  magazine),  in  which 
Laurence  quotes  from  his  brother’s  diary  and  discusses 
his  handling  of  Alfred’s  autobiographical  and  most 
obviously  gay  poems,  poems  Alfred  had  left  for  possible 
posthumous  publication.  (Two  volumes  of  Housman’s 
poems,  A  Shropshire  Lad  and  Last  Poems  were 
published  during  his  life;  Laurence  Housman  arranged 
More  Poems  and  Additional  Poems  and  published 
them  after  his  brother’s  death).  Laurence  explained 
that  he  believed  Alfred  “was  willing  for  those  more 
personal  poems  to  be  published  —  but  not  in  his  own 
lifetime.”  Graves  does  well  with  the  information 
available  to  him;  his  is  not  one  of  the  biographies  of  a 
gay  person  which  seeks  to  deny  or  explain  away  the 
subject  s  homosexuality.  The  book  is  far  from  perfect, 
but  it  is  very  good. 

Two  of  the  book’s  faults  are  unrelated  to  the  subject 
matter.  Graves  separates  his  account  into  chapters 
dealing  with  Housman’s  academic,  literary  and  social 
lives  over  different  periods,  and  it  is  confusing  to  read 
that  something  which  has  happened  in  one  chapter  is 
said  in  a  subsequent  chapter  stated  as  if  it  was  in  the 
future.  A  strictly  chronological  account  would  have 
been  more  readable.  Second,  while  Graves  does  provide 
footnotes  to  his  source  material  on  many  points,  other 
st««nents  arc  not  noted,  leaving  one  to  wonder 
whether  the  statement  is  Graves’s  guess.  Graves  is  a 
biographer  who  constantly  attributes  feelings  and 
motives  to  his  characters  —  “Alfred  enjoyed,” 
wishing  to  spare  his  son  unnecessary  suffering, 
Edward  suggested  —  and  this  increases  the  readability 
°*  c  .  narraJ*vc>  bur  makes  the  reader  suspicious  about 
what  is  conjecture  and  what  is  factually  based. 

Graves  s  conjecture  becomes  offensive  at  one  point, 
in  his  descriptions  of  Housman’s  childhood,  when  he 
tries  to  explain  “why”  Housman  became  gay. 

Alfred  had  been  brought  up  by  a  weak  father  and  a 


powerful  mother,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  his 
unusually  strong  relationship  with  his  mother  had  led  to 
an  early  development  of  the  more  feminine  aspects  of  his 
psychological  make-up  —  a  development  which  may 
indeed  be  largely  responsible  for  the  sensitivity  of  his 
poetry  and  the  imaginative  insight  of  his  scholarship.  Later, 
when  he  began  to  mature  and  was  given  guidance  on  sexual 
matters  by  his  father,  guidance  came,  according  to  his  sister 
Kate,  “in  a  form  calculated  to  make  sex  in  himself  and  in 
women  repulsive.’’  Other  incidents  in  his  teens,  including 
the  shock  of  circumcision,  must  have  reinforced  his  attitude 
of  sex;  and  his  natural  impulses  had  been  channelled  first 
into  idealistic  friendships  with  Edith  Wise  and  Sophie 
Becker,  and  then  —  when  their  company  was  denied  him 
—  into  a  similarly  close  and  idealistic  friendship  with  a 
handsome,  single-hearted  companion,  Moses  Jackson. 
At  least  Graves  ends  this  speculation  on  the  causes  of 
homosexuality  early  in  the  book  and  proceeds  to  more 
interesteing  and  fruitful  discussions.  His  analysis  of 
Housman’s  life  becomes  more  sensitive  after  this  rather 
dubious  beginning,  and  avoids  further  psychological 
speculation  about  key  events. 

Graves  deals  completely  with  Housman’s  friendship 
and  unrequited  love  for  his  college  friend  and  later 
roommate,  Moses  Jackson.  In  his  one  break  from  the 
other  biographical  accounts  of  Housman’s  life,  Graves 
disagrees  rather  convincingly  with  the  view  that 
Housman  failed  one  of  his  final  university  exams,  (a 
disaster  at  the  time)  which  nonetheless  helped  motivate 
Housman  to  pursue  his  scholarly  efforts  and  regain 
acadme’s  respect,  due  to  his  preoccupation  with 
Jackson.  Graves  attributes  the  failure  to  arrogance  and 
overconfidence  engendered  by  earlier  scholastic  suc¬ 
cesses,  but  does  not  underestimate  Housman’s  attach¬ 
ment  to  Jackson.  In  fact,  he  points  out  at  the  very 
beginning  of  the  boook  that  Housman  kept  a  photo- 


grapn  of  Jackson  in  his  room  even  when  he  was  in  his 
seventies.  Graves  deals  well  with  Housman’s  trouble 
with  Jackson  when  they  and  Jackson’s  brother  Adalbert 
shared  an  apartment  shortly  after  Housman’s  failure  in 
school,  when  he  and  Jackson  both  worked  at  the  Patent 
Office.  Most  likely,  Housman  made  a  sexual  advance  or 
confessed  his  love  which  Jackson  rejected.  There  is 
apparently  no  evidence  on  exactly  what  happened,  and 
Graves  does  not  speculate  beyond  laying  out  the 
available  facts  and  suggesting  that  the  event  caused  a 
strain  on  the  friendship  (Housman  disappeared  for 
several  days  and  moved  out  soon  afterwards)  and  caused 
Housman  to  come  to  terms  with  his  homosexuality. 
Graves  turns  to  Housman’s  poetry  here  to  illuminate 
what  might  well  have  happened.  A  posthumously 
published  poem  begins, 

Because  I  like  you  better 
Than  suits  a  man  to  say. 

It  irked  you,  and  I  promised 
To  throw  the  thought  away. 

To  put  the  world  between  us 
We  parted,  stiff  and  dry; 

“Goodbye,”  said  you,  “forget  me.” 

I  will,  no  fear,  said  I.  (More  Poems,  31) 

Adalbert,  Moses’s  brother,  and  Housman  may  have 
been  lovers.  “There  is  no  evidence  as  to  the  nature  of 
their  relationship;  but  some  years  later  Alfred  wrote  two 
poems  about  Adalbert  which  suggest  deep  affection 
(More  Poems,  4l  and  42);  and  when  Alfred’s  brother 
Laurence  was  an  old-  man,  he  told  an  American 
biographer  that  Alfred  was  physically  attracted  to 
Adalbert,  and  that  his  feelings  were  warmly  returned.  ” 
Adalbert  died  in  1911;  Moses  Jackson  married  and 
spent  most  of  his  life  in  India  and  Canada.  Housman 
wrote  Jackson  a  wedding  poem,  Epithalamium  (Last 
Poems,  24),  which  contains  the  lines,  “Friend  and 
comrade  yield  you  o’er/To  her  that  hardly  loves  you 
more.”  Graves  discusses  Housman’s  other  known 
relationships,  a  long  affair  with  a  Venetian  gondolier 
named  Andrea  (Housman  bid  farewelll  with  More 
Poems,  44:  “Andrea,  fare  you  well; /Venice,  farewell  to 
thee. /The  tower  that  stood  and  fell/Is  not  rebuilt  in 
me.”),  and  his  patronizing  of  French  male  prostitutes 
on  his  visits  to  the  Continent  over  vacations.  Graves  is 
annoyingly  coy  in  introducing  this  last  bit  of  infor¬ 
mation,  perhaps  wishing  to  protect  Housman’s  image 
from  the  prudes  he  envisions  reading  the  book.  “The 
details  of  this  may  surprise  even  those  who  have 
accepted  Alfred’s  devotion  to  Moses  Jackson,  his 
attachment  to  Adalbert  Jackson,  and  his  friendship 
with  Andrea.” 

A  particularly  interesting  aspect  of  the  biography  is 
Graves’s  discussion  of  Housman’s  feeling  regarding  his 
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homosexuality.  Graves  argues  that  Housman  found 
realization  of  his  homosexuality  painful  and  that  he  felt 
ambiguously  about  it,  “for  although  he  had  lost  his 
faith,  he  still  clung  to  the  moral  teachings  of  the 
Church.”  And  while  some  poems  appear  to  confirm 
this  view  (“Because  this  cursed  trouble/Has  struck  my 
days  and  me,”  More  Poems ,  21)  Graves  explains  that 
Housman  also  wrote  poems  such  as  the  one  for  Oscar 
Wilde,  protesting  injustice.  He  wrote  an  ironicallly 
sympathetic  reaction  to  a  newspaper  account  of  a  naval 
cadet  who  shot  himself  upon  realization  of  his  ho¬ 
mosexuality  (Yours  was  not  an  ill  for  mending, /‘Twas 
best  to  take  it  to  the  grave,”  A  Shropshire  Lad ,  64),  and 
some  positive  gay  poems  (“Come  to  the  stolen 
water, /Drink  and  your  soul  shall  live,”  More  Poems , 
22).  Graves  does  not  fully  discuss  the  relationship 
between  Housman ’s  feelings  about  his  homosexuality 
and  his  interest  in  justice,  an  interesting  tension. 
Perhaps  the  answer  lies  in  the  fact  that  no  one  in 
Housman ’s  lifetime  knew  of  his  angry  poems  or  of  his 
personal  life.  This  omission  must  also  be  put  in  context. 


Graves’s  discussion  of  Housman’s  poems  are  but  a 
section  of  the  book,  which  is  a  biography,  not  an 
analysis  of  Housman’s  poetry.  Graves  also  devoted 
much  of  his  space  to  discussion  of  the  subject’s  family, 
professorship  and  classical  scholarship  and  his  friends  in 
England.  This  is  a  complete  biography;  indeed,  some  of 
the  accounts  of  Housman’s  scholarship  may  prove  a  bit 
tiresome  to  the  reader  who  is  not  interested  in  the 
Classics  and  stories  of  his  interest  in  food  and  wine  may 
bore  the  non-gourmet.  Graves  succeeds,  though  in 
capturing  all  sides  of  Housman’s  personality,  even  less 
admirable.  Housman  was  quite  an  elitist,  politically 
conservative,  class-prejudiced  and  anti-feminist.  An 
interesting  section  of  the  book  describes  Housman’s 
interaction  with  his  siblings,  Laurence  and  Clemence, 
when  they  were  working  for  women’s  suffrage,  a  cause 
whose  worth  Alfred  flatly  rejected. 

Graves  succeeds  in  his  first  goal:  giving  a  balanced 
account  of  Housman’s  life.  Graves  succeeds  in  his 
second  aim  —  showing  how  Housman’s  poetry  is  an 
illustration  of  that  life  —  by  introducing  the  readers  to 
the  beauties  of  Housman’s  poetry.  Graves  made  me,  at 


least,  turn  back  to  Housman’s  poems,  to  read  and 
understand  them  anew.  When  an  old  friend  comes  out, 
it  is  best  to  talk  to  the  person,  to  learn  first  hand  his  or 
her  experiences  and  feelings.  Housman’s  poetry  is 
readily  available  (all  poems  are  collected  in  a  $3.95  Holt 
paperback,  The  Collected  Poems  of  A.E.  Housman ) 
and  interested  readers  can  turn  to  them  to  learn  more  of 
their  author  and  to  interpret  his  struggles  and  beliefs  as 
they  may.  Graves  introduces  Housman  as  a  person  who 
shares  and  explains  conflicts  and  struggles  familiar 
today  and  shows  his  poetry  as  an  excellent  vehicle  for 
learning  more  about  him.  continued  on  page  7 
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In  fact,  the  preoccupation  of  each  character  with  the 
others  in  the  novel  is  only  secondary  to  an  intense 
searching  of  the  self  in  order  to  find  a  place  in  the  world 
(that  is,  their  “contract  with  the  world”).  There  hasn’t 
been  such  an  intertwined  cast  of  characters  since  Dallas 
hit  the  television  screen!  Carlotta  sleeps  with  Mike  and 
then  with  Roxanne  (Alma’s  lesbian  lover  after  Mike  had 
left  her),  but  Alma  wants  to  sleep  with  Carlotta  —  and 
never  does  —  so  suffers  from  compounded  jealousies. 
It’s  as  complicated  as  who  has  slept  with  whom  lately  in 
your  consciousness  raising  group.  Fortunately,  Rule 
keeps  all  her  characters  firmly  in  hand  so  that  all  this 
does  not  descend  to  the  level  of  a  soap  opera. 

Rule’s  fine  narrative  hand  is  apparent  throughout 
this  novel,  as  in  her  four  previous  ones.  In  fact,  this 
novel  heralds  a  new  narrative  technique  for  Rule.  The 
book  is  divided  into  six  sections,  each  one  constructed 
with  a  limited  omniscient  narrative  focusing  on  a  single 
character  and  his  or  her  interactions  with  the  others, 
except  for  Alma’s  section  consisting  of  her  diary.  The 
forays  into  the  consciousness  of  each  character  proceeds 
\  so  smoothly,  one  hardly  feels  dislocated  by  the  trans¬ 
ference  of  viewpoint  —  a  credit  to  the  skill  of  the 
author. 

The  politics  of  the  novel  are  a  bit  thornier.  In  an 
unusual  pre-publication  apologia  for  the  book,  which 
appeared  in  the  September  Body  Politic  (the  primary 
gay  newspaper  of  her  adopted  country,  Canada),  Rule 
announced  that  she  would  not  give  in  to  the  demands 
of  a  movement  which  wants  “literature  to  be  not  only  a 
mirror,  but  a  flattering  mirror  of  themselves  and  their 
way  of  life.  .  .  .  Any  writer  who  tries  to  please  such  an 
audience  is  doomed  to  failure,  because  within  the  gay 
community  there  are  not  only  different  but  morally  and 
politically  conflicting  tastes.”  It  is  true  that  not  even 
Molly  Bolt  or  the  golden-boy  heroes  of  Gordon  Merrick 
appeal  to  everyone,  but  Rita  Mae  Brown  is  pleasing  her 
audience  with  Molly  Bolt’s  antics  in  Ruby  fruit  Jungle 
was  hardly  a  failure  in  either  literary  or  financial  terms. 
And  there  is  a  great  deal  of  ground  between  molding 
characters  to  fit  a  narrow  political  definition  and 
creating  characters  completely  antithetical  to  the  basic 
beliefs  of  feminists  and  some  gay  libera tionists, 
especially  when,  as  people  will  be  quick  to  point  out, 
there  are  so  few  flattering  mirrors  for  us  anywhere  in 
literature  or  the  other  media.  Depending  on  whom  one 
is  speaking  to,  of  course,  many  (probably  most)  lesbians 
are  going  to  find  the  characters  in  this  book  not  only 
politically  incorrect,  but  distasteful  as  well.  Alma,  after 
a  brief  conversion  to  lesbianism,  becomes  pregnant  by 
her  ex-husband  and  wants  him  back  (too  late).  In  some 
circles,  this  is  sardonically  referred  to  as  “les¬ 
bian  /  feminist  backsliding.  ’  ’  Preferring  babies  to 
|  writing  is  often  considered  outre  in  lesbian  circles,  and 
after  all,  Alma  had  two  sons  before  this  pregnancy. 
What  about  population  control?  And  really,  aren’t  sons 
politically  incorrect  for  anyone  with  lesbian  leanings? 
Alma’s  lover,  Roxanne,  the  only  one  hundred  percent 
lesbian,  heads  for  Los  Angeles,  and  disappears  from  the 
face  of  the  book.  Carlotta  dabbles  with  Roxanne  and 
finds  lesbianism  not  her  thing.  (Carlotta  has  not  read 
the  tracts  proving  lesbians  make  better  lovers.) 

In  fact,  one  can  hardly  call  this  a  “lesbian  novel” 
since  the  entire  first  two  sections  focus  on  Joseph  and 
Mike,  unrepentantly  heterosexual  males.  Lesbians 
looking  for  the  homoerotic  content  of  Desert  of  the 
Heart,  This  Is  Not  for  You,  or  Lesbian  Images  (other 
Rule  books),  are  bound  to  be  disappointed. 

Despite  her  claim  that  her  novel  lies  outside  the 
dictates  of  politics, Rule  may  find  herself  in  a  nasty 
political  storm.  One  character,  Allen  Dent,  is  arrested 
in  a  nest  of  pedophilia  (also  know  as,  “a  boy-love 
ring”)  in  Toronto  with  the  news  ricocheting  across  the 
continent  to  Vancouver,  where  most  of  this  novel 
i  transpires.  Upon  hearing  of  Allen’s  arrest  (and 
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02108 

(617)  542  0144 

NEW  TITLES  IN  STOCK! 


LESBIAN  CROSSROADS 

by  Ruth  Baetz  $10.95 

CONTRACT  WITH  THE  WORLD 

by  Jane  Rule  $12.95 

THE  DEMETER  FLOWER 

by  Rochelle  Singer  $9.95 

VISIONARY  LOVE 

by  Mitch  Walker  &  Friends  $4.95 


infidelity),  Pierre,  his  boyish  lover,  commits  suicide. 
Allen,  in  a  fury  over  his  lover’s  death  and  over  the 
hypocrisy  of  the  closeted  gay  literary  establishment  of 
Canada  which  now  refuses  him  work  as  photographer, 
puts  together  a  montage  of  Canadian  homosexuals  — 
from  cabinet  ministers  to  Alma  —  and  attempts  to 
wreak  revenge  and  single-handedly  toss  gay  Canada  out 
of  the  closet.  Most  of  his  friends  —  gay  and  straight 
alike  —  denounce  his  tactics. 

The  portrait  of  Allen  is  sympathetic  and  some  will  say 
too  much  so,  especially  when  one  is  supposed  to  scoff  at 
Alma’s  (hypocritical?)  prudery  in  keeping  her  sons  away 
from  Allen.  Rule,  disdaining  the  political  arena,  may 
find  herself  the  pinup  of  NAMBLA  (North  American 
Boy  Love  Association)  and  the  dart  board  of  lesbian 
feminists,  who  will  probably  not  feel  bound  to  judge 
her  by  her  own  rule  (pun  intended). 

Rule  confesses  that  “there  are  probably  too  many 
handsome  characters  in  my  novels  to  be  politically 
correct,”  and  she  is  right:  The  handsome  and  the 
beautiful  abound,  the  slim  contours  interrupted  only 
by  pregnancy.  The  anti-looksists  will  also  probably  take 
up  arms  against  this  one,  for  admitting  one’s  literary 
sins  is  not  the  same  as  struggling  against  them. 

As  a  Brooklynite  (born,  bred,  and  loyal),  I  hardly 
know  what  to  say  about  the  Canadian  politics  of  this 
book.  The  work  is  as  much  about  Vancouver  as  about 
the.  people.  .  Having  spent  only  a  few  days  there 
several  years  ago,  I  recognized  some  of  the  names  but 
lost  the  innuendoes  of  neighborhoods,  though  that  did 
not  hamper  my  interest  in  the  book.  The  author  seems 
to  mock  Canadian  preoccupation  with  all  things  Amer¬ 
ican,  preferring  imports  to  native  an,  for  instance. 
Dale,  a  gallery  owner,  refuses  to  show  Canadian  art. 
Roxanne  must  go  to  Los  Angeles  to  learn  more  about 
sound.  Mike  goes  South  to  earn  money.  Allen  succeeds 
because  he  considers  photography  a  job,  not  an 
avocation  or  an  an.  Carlotta  has  a  show,  but  local 
people,  outraged  by  the  inclusion  of  Allen’s  portrait, 
min  her  work  by  splattering  red  paint  on  it.  Rule  herself 
is  in  the  anomalous  situation  of  being  published  in  the 
United  States  and  imported  into  Canada. 

One  cannot  blame  Rule  for  not  wanting  to  be  pi¬ 
geon-holed  as  a  gay  writer  or  for  writing  about  hetero¬ 
sexual  men.  (Cenainly,  enough  of  them  have  written 
about  us!)  Writers  must  deal  with  the  material  that 
seems  right  to  them,  the  characters  who  come  alive 
from  the  ink  (or  typewriter).  Certainly  the  characters 
here  breathe  with  an  undeniable  realism  (except  for 
Joseph  who  is  self-effasive  beyond  the  point  I  find 
credible  in  a  heterosexual  male).  While  one  sees  the 
thirst  for  good  lesbian  characters,  one  cannot  force  Rule 
to  create  them. 

There  are  two  major  ironies  in  this  novel.  First,  while 
Rule  rejects  the  call  of  propaganda,  she  has  created  her 
most  political  statement  to  date.  Second,  while  she 
wants  respect  for  her  freedom  to  create  what  and  whom 
she  chooses,  she  may  lose  her  most  ardent  audience  — 
lesbians  —  who  might  not  want  to  read  heterosexually 
dominated  novels.  Her  call  to  freedom  may  directly 
collide  with  the  freedom  of  the  lesbian  public  not  to 
buy.  If  so,  one  wonders  who  will  hold  a  lesbian 
audience  if  one  of  the  best  writers  of  our  times  cannot. 


The  pioneering  book 
that  explodes  the  myth 
of  gay  promiscuity 

Based  on  a  nationwide  survey  and  countless  per¬ 
sonal  interviews  with  homosexual  couples  of  all 
ages,  both  male  and  female,  this  book  covers  every 
aspect  of  gay  couples’  lives,  proving  conclusively 
that  homosexual  relationships  are  similar  in  nearly 
every  respect  to  heterosexual  relationships. 
“Confirms  brilliantly  [that]  ‘gay  marriages’  are 
very  often  as  stable  as  other  marriages... and 
many  last  a  lifetime.”  —MERLE  MILLER 
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A  New  Look  at  Gay  Couples 


by  Mary  Mendola 


$12.95,  now  at  your  bookstore,  or  use  coupon  to  order.  CROWN 
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nhe  Nazi  holocaust  didn’t 
mean  genocide  only  for  the 
Jewish  people.  Millions  of 
others  were  also  deemed  unfit 
to  live:  among  them  gypsies, 
socialists,  Christians  who  took 
their  religion  too  seriously,  and 
homosexuals.  Each  group  was 
identified  in  the  concentration 
camps  by  a  symbol  that  its 
members  were  forced  to  wear. 
For  gays,  the  symbol  was  a 
pink  triangle.  This  chapter 
of  gay  history,  which  was  vir¬ 
tually  unknown  until  recently, 
comes  vividly  alive  in  Heinz 
Heger’s  new  book  The  Men 
with  the  Pink  Triangle 
($4.95).  It’s  the  true,  haunting 
story  of  a  young  Austrian  who 
spent  six  years  in  German 
camps,  barely  surviving  the  tor¬ 
tures  that  killed  so  many  of  his 
friends.  Heger’s  is  the  first  of 
what  we  hope  will  be  many 
books  that  document  the  terri¬ 
ble  reality  of  that  gay 
holocaust. 


ON  THE  LEFT 

n  the  past  decade,  the  pink 
triangle  has  become  a  sym- 
doI  of  lesbian  and  gay  resist¬ 
ance  to  our  oppression.  In  that 
spirit,  we’ve  chosen  it  as  the 
title  for  our  second  new  book. 
?♦>  Pink  Triangles:  Radical 
Perspectives  on  Gay  Libera¬ 
tion  (edited  by  Pam  Mitchell, 
$4.95)  presents  essays  by  a 
dozen  activists  on  subjects  like 
gay  sexuality  and  culture,  por¬ 
nography,  pedophilia,  lesbians 
and  gay  men  working  together, 
theories  of  gay  liberation,  and 
strategies  for  the  movement. 


TALK  BACK 
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group  that’s  really  gotten 
things  done  in  the  past 
year  is  LAGMA,  (Lesbian  and 
Gay  Media  Advocates).  GCN 
loyalists  will  already  know  of 
LAGMA  from  its  monthly  col¬ 
umn  here.  It  was  formed  a  year 
ago  to  get  more  accurate  and 
more  frequent  media  coverage 
of  our  community  —  and  it’s 
been  succeeding.  Next  spring 
we’re  publishing  a  book  with 
LAGMA  to  tell  how  you,  by 
yourself  or  with  others,  can 
make  the  media  more  respon¬ 
sive  to  gay  and  lesbian  issues. 
We’ll  announce  more  as  the 
publication  date  approaches. 

Iso  coming  up  is  the 
U.S.  edition  of  Dennis 
Altman’s  popular  book 
Coming  Out  in  the  Seven¬ 
ties  ($5.95).  Previously  this 
book  was  available  only  in  an 
imported  cloth  edition;  we’ve 
taken  out  a  few  chapters  that 
were  directed  at  Australian 
readers  (where  the  book  was 
first  published),  reduced  the 
price  by  over  half,  and  expect 
to  have  our  paperback  edition 
out  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Ask  for  these  books  at  GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSHOP,  in  Boston,  REDBOOK  or 
NEW  WORDS  in  Cambridge,  and 
other  good  bookstores.  To  order  by 
mail,  add  60«  per  order  for  postage. 

4LYSON  PUBLICATIONS 
75  Kneeland  Street,  #309 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02111 
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LESBIANS  &  GAY  MEN: 

IF  YOU’RE  LOOKING  FOR 

an  accountant  *  AA  group  *  bar 
bath  *  bookstore  *  car  service 
church  *  doctor  *  dog  groomer 
electrician  ★  hotel  *  lawyer 
publication  *  rap  group 
social  group  *  switchboard 
synagogue  *  travel  agent  *  therapist 
youth  group  *  or  any  other  business  o. 
nonprofit  organization  that  specializes  in 
serving  gay  people  or  actively  welcomes 
them.  YOU  NEED  GAYELLOW  PAGES. 

The  NATIONAL  EDITION,  covering  the 
entire  USA  and  CANAOA,  costs  $6.95  a 
your  bookstore  (send  stomped  envelope 
lor  a  list  of  outlets)  or  $8  by  mall  (US 
funds  only;  outside  North  America,  $9). 


The  NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  EDITION 
covers  both  states.  Features  Include 
Manhattan  bar  notes  ft  separate  Women's 
Section.  S2.9S  at  your  bookstore,  or 
S3. 50  by  mal  (US  funds;  outside  Nerth 
America  $4.50). 

Ask  for  details  of  other  Regional  Editions 
published  occasionally. 

WANT  TO  UST  YOUR  BUSINESS  OR 
ORGANIZATION?  There  is  absolutely  no 
charoe  lor  a  basic  fating.  Send  a  stomped 
envelope  lor  an  application  form  and 
data  Is  to  GAYELLOW  PAGES,  Renaissance 
House,  Box  2920C  Village  Station.  New 
York,  NY  10014  (212)  929-7720. 

Checks  er  money  orders  payable  to 
Renaissance  House  or  Gayotlow  Pages; 
cash  should  not  be  sent  through  the  mall. 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 
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$8.00  postpaid 
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The  first  comprehensive 
textbook  on  Lesbian  Sex¬ 
uality  produced  within 
the  Lesbian  Community. 
21  Opp.  with  illustrations  . 


Limited  Edition 
100  Numbered 
Signed  Copies 

$12.00  Postpaid 


7800  Westside  Drive 
Weatherby  Lake,  Mo.  64152 


/\ri\ncR  uui/Dom 

A  Journal  of  W ords  and  Pictures  for  the  Lesbian 
Imagination  in  All  Women 


•*...*  substantial,  serious  effort  to  explore  all  aspects  of  the  lesbian's 
world.  .  .  .  The  politics,  psychology,  aesthetics,  etc.  of  the  movement 
are  examined  by  good  to  excellent  writers.  ...  A  major  contribution 
and  recommended." 

—LIBRARY  JOURNAL 


"Vulnerable.  Intense,  Imaginative — the  magazine  Is  reminiscent  of  the 
best  relationships  I  have  known." 

—Jackie  St.  Joan  In  OUR  RIGHT  TO  LOVE 


One  Year  (4  issues)  $7.50 

Two  Yean  (8  issues)  $13.00  (new  address] 

Sample  Issue  $2.50  ♦  50^  postage  Box  39541 

(All  copies  mailed  in  plain  envelope.)  Lincoln,  Ne.  68503 


ENCOURAGE 

LESBIANISM 


Young,  Guy  and  Proud  S2.95 

Which  Way  Out  of  the  Men’s  Room?  $10.95 

Lesbian  Path  $6.95 

Christianity,  Social  Tolerance  &  Homosexuality  by  John  Boswell  $2.V50 
Bern  «■» 


Send  2 5tf  to  receive  catalog.  (212)  255-8097 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop 
15  Christopher  Street,  New  York  City  10014 


YOUR 
LOVER  JUST  DIED 

NOW  WHAT? 


Here’s  the  most  tragic  situation  that 
any  gay  man  or  woman  may  ever,  face: 
vour  lover  dies  without  leaving  a  will.  In 
the  midst  of  your  deepest  grief,  his  or 
her  family  arrives  with  the  aim  ot  claim- 
ing  all  of  the  deceased’s  possessions.  You 
suddenly  find  that  the  lock  on  your 
apartment  door  has  been  changed,  and 
you  are  submerged  in  a  complicated, 
frustrating,  and  heartbreaking  battle- 
one  that  could  cost  you  thousands  of 
dollars,  your  health,  and  all  the  pleasant 
memories  of  your  relationship. 

In  our  February  issue,  Tim  Dlugos 
(who  wrote  our  talked-about  article  on 
the  gay  challenge  to  the  Catholic  church) 
writes  on  the  struggle  of  one  man  after 
the  death  of  his  lover.  •  Dlugos  offers 
some  legal  tips  on  how  to  avoid  one  of 
the  worst  possible  experiences  in  any 
gay  person’s  life. 

Also  in  the  February  issue,  Michael 
Denneny,  author  of  our  highly  success¬ 
ful  “Anatomy  of  a  Love  Affair,”  turns 
on  his  tape  recorder  again  to  talk  to  a 
male  porn  dancer.  It’s  called  “Blue 
Moves, ’’.and  it’s  one  of  Denneny ’s  most 
exciting  conversations  to  date.  And 
don’t  miss  Ana  Roca’s  interview  with  a 
young  gay  Cuban  exile  who  gives  up-to- 
the-minute  details  on  the  situation  for 
gays  on  the  island. 

Our  aim  at  Christopher  Street  is  to 
provide  the  gay  world  with  the  best 
writing  we  can  get  our  hands  on.  Every 
month  we  publish  nonfiction,  fiction, 
poetry,  and  cartoons  that  can’t  be 
found  in  any  other  publication.  Chris¬ 
topher  Street  presents  Americans  with 


truly  fresh  thoughts  about  love,  sex,  and 
relationships. 

1 980  will  be  a  big  year  for  gay  books. 
In  February,  Edmund  White’s  States  of 
Desire:  Travels  in  Cay  America  will  be 
published  by  E.  P.  Dutton,  and  in  April, 
St.  Martin’s  will  publish  George  Whit¬ 
more’s  Confessions  of  Danny  Slocum. 
Both  books  were  introduced  to  the  gay 
world  by  Christopher  Street. 

Now  in  our  fourth  year,  we’ve  ac¬ 
cumulated  an  impressive  list  of  publish¬ 
ing  firsts.  We  published  the  first  gay 
novel  by  a  Catholic  priest,  and  the  first 
lesbian  novel  by  a  philosophy  professor. 
We  published  the  first  extensive  article 
on  the  life  of  Harvey  Milk.  We  intro¬ 
duced  Andrew  Holleran’s  Dancer  from 
the  Dance  and  Fran  Lebowitz’s  Metro¬ 
politan  Life.  We  published  articles  on 
the  perils  of  poppers,  President  Carter’s 
nephew,  and  the  plight  of  a  gay  poet  in 
a  Russian  labor  camp.  Writers  we  pub¬ 
lish  include  Christopher  Isherwood, 
Kate  Millett,  Jane  Rule,  Richard  Howard, 
Tennessee  Williams,  James  Merrill,  Sey¬ 
mour  Kleinberg,  Martin  Duberman, 
Dennis  Altman,  John  Lahr,  and  Manuel 
Puig. . 

You’ll  find  Christopher  Street  a  se¬ 
rious  and  lively  addition  to  your  reading 
each  month.  You  can  read  next  year’s 
most  important  gay  books  in  Christo¬ 
pher  Street  today. 

Subscribe  now  so  that  you  don’t  miss 
a  single  issue.  (If  you  want  to  receive 
the  February  issue,  then  send  us  $3.00 
and  we’ll  mail  you  the  issue  via  first 
class  mail.) 
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The  “Bridge”  at  the  Blackstone: 
Third  World  Women’s  Reading 


By  Veneita  Porter 

The  Blackstone  School  in 
Boston’s  South  End  was  the  scene 
of  a  poetry  reading  on  the  evening 
of  Friday,  October  3.  The  event 
was  sponsored  by  Persephone 
Press,  Inc.  to  publicize  their  new 
book.  This  Bridge  Called  My 
Back:  Writings  by  Radical  Women 
of  Color,  which  is  an  anthology  of 
poetry  and  prose  and  is  scheduled 
for  release  in  the  spring.  The 
“Bridge”  in  the  book’s  title  refers 
to  the  bodies  of  third  world 
women  which  have  been  trodden 
over  again  and  again. 

The  room  at  the  Blackstone  was 


rpacked  and  buzzing.  All  three 
hundred  seats  were  filled  with 
womyn  (and  several  men)  of  all 
shapes,  sizes,  and  COLORS!!! 
Yes  we  were  there,  at  least  40  black 
and  third  world  womyn  of  color  — 
a  large  percentage,  considering  it 
was  Boston.  The  stage  was  set  with 
eight  chairs  in  the  round  with  a 
table  far  upstage  placed  there  for 
the  eight  womyn  who  were  to 
read.  A  Black  Raggedy  Ann  sat 
amidst  the  candles  on  the  table. 
The  stage  was  set  for  one  of  the 
most  memorable  events  in  the 
history  of  the  Boston  Lesbian 

Lagma 

continued  from  page  10 
from  ignorance  or  from  malice; 
firm,  so  that  the  mistake  won’t 
happen  again. 

Dear _ : 

In  your  broadcast  this 
evening,  you  reported  that 
homosexual  refugees  from 
Cuba  face  the  possibility  of 
deportation  on  the  grounds 
that  United  States  immigration 
policy  prohibits  “sexual 
deviants”  from  entering  the 
country.  Though  I  realize  that 
in  using  this  term  you  were 
merely  borrowing  the  language 
of  the  1965  amendment  to  the 
Immigration  Act,  I  was  dis¬ 
tressed  by  your  failure  to 
indicate  any  distance  between 
your  own  terminology  and  that 
of  a  discriminatory  piece  of 
legislation  based  on  an  out¬ 
moded  psychological  assump¬ 
tion.  As  you  are  no  doubt 
aware,  in  1973  the  American 
Psychiatric  Association 

removed  homosexuality  from 
its  list  of  mental  disorders.  As 
you  must  also  knqw,  by 
approving  a  waiver  allowing 
gay  and  lesbian  refugees  to 


community. 

Vickye  Robinson  was  the 
emcee.  She  appeared  relaxed, 
confident  and  gorgeous  in  spite  of 
her  nervousness.  Cherrie  Moraga 
Lawrence,  the  co-editor  of  the 
fothcoming  publication,  was  the 
first  reader  of  the  evening.  She 
spoke  eloquently  of  the  subway 
ride  she  took  from  white 
Watertown  to  black  Roxbury 
during  which  she  saw  a  black  kid 
assaulted  and  arrested  by  the 
police.  She  spoke  of  the  sorrow  in 
realizing  that  we  must  work  hard 
to  build  a  bond  between  Chicana 
and  Black  womyn.  She  spoke  of 


womyn’s  terror  and  the  loathing 
of  the  difference  between  us  and 
how  we  must  go  beyond  sepa¬ 
ration.  She  spoke  of  how  the  white 
womyn’s  movement  has  become 
reactionary  and  exclusive 
particularly  because  of  separtism. 
She  also  spoke  of  how  all  womyn 
must  support,  understand  and 
bond  with  each  other  just  to 
survive.  And  she  spoke  of  the  loss 
of  her  straight  sister  to  a  white 
man  in  marriage  and  she  made  us 
feel  her  pain  at  the  betrayal.  “Do 
we  resign  ourselves  to  death?  We 
are  womyn  who  contradict  each 


enter  the  country.  President 
Carter  has  himself  recognized 
the  anti-humanitarian  nature 
of  the  law  in  question. 

By  adopting  the  language  of 
discrimination,  you  have 
aligned  yourself  with  the  forces 
of  discrimination.  Perhaps  you 
did  not  intend  tp  side  with 
those  who  presume  to  impose 
standards  of  “normalcy”  and 
“deviance.”  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  you  were  intentionally 
signalling  your  acceptance  of 
such  standards,  and  of  the 
exclusionary  policy  that  they 
support,  you  have  done  a  dis¬ 
service  to  the  gay  and  lesbian 


other.  In  my  dream  I’m  always 
met  at  the  river.”  Lawrence  took 
my  breath  away,  and  left  me 
hungering  for  more. 

Two  Asian  womyn  (Carolyn  Ing 
and  Lillian  Moy)  read  a  Nellie 
Wong  and  Merle  Woo  poem  re¬ 
spectively.  Wong’s  poem  “When  I 
Was  Growing  Up,”  talks  of  the 
isolation  from  her  Chinese  past  — 
“The  only  Chinese  I  know  I 
learned  in  college  and  that’s  the 
wrong  dialect.  Sometimes  I  go  to  a 
Chinese  restaurant  and  they  give 
me  a  fork.”  Ing  also  read  a  poem 
by  Chrystos  entitled,  “I  Walk  in 
the  History  of  My  People.” 
Lillian  Moy  read  Merle  Woo’s, 
“Letter  to  Ma.”  Moy  said  that  the 
poem  made  her  resolve  to  con¬ 
front  her  own  mother.  The  poem 
deals  with  a  daughter’s  desperate 
need  for  her  mother’s  under¬ 
standing  and  support  of  her 
lifestyle  and  work.  The  poem 
culminated  with  the  daughter’s 
statement,  “We  must  stop  simply 
keeping  each  other  company.” 

Kate  Rushin,  one  of  the  contrib¬ 
utors  to  Conditions  5:  The  Black 
Women ’s  Issue  (A  lesbian  literary 
journal)  read  Andrea  Cannan’s 
poem  “Brownness.”  The  sister 
told  of  the  truth  about  the  reality 
of  the  constant  comparison  of 
brownness  vs.  whiteness.  She 
stated  that  brown  people  are 
taught  that  everything  good, 
clean,  and  virtuous  is  white  and 
that  brown  is  lazy,  shiftless  and  no 
good  and  no  matter  how  hard  we 
try,  we  still  perpetuate  the  black 
comedy  routine  of  self-oppression 
and  bear  the  shame  of  surviving. 
The  poem  examined  the  power 
structure  and  told  us  that  poverty, 
rape  and  fear  are  used  to  keep  us 
down.  The  poem  also  talks  about 
the  rejection  of  the  womyn’s 
movement  by  black  womyn,  the 
miles  of  mistrust  between  us  and 
the  fact  that  many  black  womyn, 
feel  that  the  womyn’s  movement 
lacks  glamour.  “The  buck  stops 
here,  the  womyn’s  movement  is 
ours.”  Yes,  Cannan  speaks  to  us, 
she  spoke  to  me!!  Rushin  then 
read  a  poem  of  her  own;  the  most 
vivid  line  was,  “I  do  more  trans¬ 
lating  than  the  U.N.” 

Mariana  Romo-Carmona  read  a 
poem  by  Barbara  Cameron  en¬ 
titled  “Gee,  You  Don’t  Seem  Like 
an  Indian  from  the  Reservation.” 
The  title  speaks  for  itself. 

For  me,  the  most  enchanting, 
lyrical  and  wonderful  speaker  of 
the  evening  was  Rosario  Morales 
who  describes  herself  as  a  New 


members  of  your  audience. 

I  hope  that,  in  future  reports 
of  news  concerning  lesbians 
and  gays,  you  will  avoid 
suggestions  of  a  negative  bias. 


It  helps  to  have  certain  facts  at 
one’s  fingertips.  One  might  refer 
to  Jonathan  Katz’s  Gay  American 
History,  or  to  back  issues  of  GCN. 
Since  members  of  the  press  respect 
facts,  it’s  a  good  idea  to  speak 
their  language  even  in  the  process 
of  criticizing  them. 

We  hope  these  examples  have 
been  helpful.  Let  us  know  of  any 
advocacy  of  your  own. 


Owning  OUT 

As  lesbians  and  gay  men,  we  all  share  the  experience  of  coming  out. 
Some  of  our  stories  are  joyous  while  others  are  filled  with  pain,  but  all 
touch  our  lives  in  some  way.  For  these  reasons,  I  hope  to  begin  a  new 
column  at  GCN  dealing  with  your  coming  out  stories.  If  you  would  be 
interested  in  sharing  your  story  with  us,  please  send  it  to  us.  Keep  it 
short:  limit  the  story  to  three  double-spaced  type-written  pages.  I  will 
choose  those  which  I  feel  are  of  greatest  interest  to  our  readers.  Even  if 
you  have  never  written  in  your  life,  try  your  hand.  Send  all  stories  to: 
Coming  Out,  Features  Editor,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


York  Puerto  Rican.  She  verbally  Clark  work,  “Lesbianism:  An  Act 
illustrated  two  works  of  her  own,  of  Resistance,”  and  the  evening 
“We’re  All  in  the  Same  Boat”  and  was  concluded  by  “The  Ceremony 
“The  Other  Heritage.”  My  favor-  for  Completing  a  Poetry 
ite  lines  from  “We’re  All  in  the  Reading”  in  which  all  nine 
Same  Boat”  are:  “I’m  a  whole  beautiful  womyn  from  cream  to 
circus  by  myself  a  whole  dance  melon  to  yellow  and  bronze 
company  with  stance  and  posture  recited  a  line  of  loving  conclusion 
for  being  in  middle  class  homes  in  to  the  audience, 
upper  class  buildings  for  talking  I  would  like  to  thank  Per- 
to  men  for  speaking  with  blacks  sephone  Press,  Incorporated  for 
for  carefully  angling  and  directing  their  total  cooperation  and 
for  choreographing  my  way  thru  appreciate  Barbara  Smith  for  her 
the  maze  of  classes  of  people  and  effort  in  organizing  the  whole 
places.”  Morales  was  alive,  flow-  project.  Thanks  is  too  small  a 
ing  and  just  plain  fun.  word  for  the  gift  of  October  3.  Let 

Vickye  Robinson  read  a  poem  me  say  that  the  memory  of  that 
by  Genny  Lim  Wonderwomyn.  evening  will  keep  the  fire  going  in 
Barbara  Smith  read  a  letter  by  her  at  least  one  heart. 

Cuban  friend  Meitha  Quintanales,  Persephone  Press,  Incorporated 

which  will  also  be  included  in  the  will  hold  another  event  on  October 
book.  The  letter  is  called  “I  Paid  18  at  Boston  University’s  Sleeper 
Very  Hard  For  My  Immigrant  Ig-  Hall.  Nancy  Toder  will  speak  on 
norance.”  Quintanales  speaks  of  the  topic,  “Lesbian  Love  Rela¬ 
the  internal  conflict  of  the  tions:  Dream  Nightmare  and  Real- 
privileged  third  world  womyn  ity”  and  will  read  from  her  forth- 
questioning  her  status  in  regard  to  coming  novel  about  Jewish  les- 
black  womyn.  I  laughed  to  think  bians  entitled  Choices. 
us  in  the  position  to  choose  and  Persephone  Press,  Incorporated 
reject.  can  be  reached  at:  PO  Box  7222, 

Robin  G.  White  read  a  Cheryl  Watertown,  MA  02172. 

THE 

BOSTON 

MLLET 


SUBSCRIBE 

E.  Virginia  Williams  and  Violette  Verdy  Present: 


February  A  BALANCHINE  FESTIVAL 
March  SWAN  LAKE 
April  CINDERELLA 

May  A  GLEN  TETLEY  WORLD  PREMIERE 

All  At  The  New  Metropolitan  Center  With  The 
Boston  Ballet  Orchestra  Directed  By  Michel  Sasson! 

SUBSCRIBE  NOW  and  SAVE  a  Full  20% ! 

Opening  Nights  at  8  pm 
Friday  Eves,  at  8  pm 
Sat.  Mats,  at  2  pm 
Sat.  Eves,  at  8  pm 
Sun.  Mats,  at  2  pm 

(Program  subject  to  change  ! 


JSOfc 


Feb.  5  March  12  April  9 

May  21 

Feb.  6  March  13  April  10 

May  22 

Feb.  7  March  14  April  1 1 

May  23 

Feb.  7  March  14  April  11 

May  23 

Feb.  8  March  15  April  12 

May  24 

Subscribers'  Discount  Prices 

^  a  Orch.  or  Bale. 

$55 

L  /  I  Orch.  or  Bale. 

45 

k  /  1  Orch.  or  Bale. 

35 

/  I  Orch. 

25 
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Bauman  Busted 


Continued  from  Page  1 
friend,  J.  Edgar  Hoover  (Hoover 
had  sent  him  flowers  after  his 
arrest)  engaged  in  a  small  cover-up 
of  the  Jenkins  bust  for  his  own  sly 
reasons.  Jenkins  and  the  trick  had 
been  arrested  in  the  tearoom  at  the 
Hays-Adams  Hotel.  But  the  FBI 
press  release  moved  the  “scene  of 
the  crime”  to  the  john  at  the  D.C. 
YMCA.  Hoover  wanted  no  taint 
of  a  homosex  saandal  staining  the 
Hays-Adams,  as  he  was  accus¬ 
tomed  to  lunching  there  three 
times  a  week  with  his  long-time 
lover  Clyde  Tolson. 

These  sorts  of  things  — 
adultery,  boy  fucking,  whoring, 
public  tricking,  drag  parties  —  are 


as  common  in  the  capital,  perhaps 
even  more  so,  as  they  are  in  other 
cities.  A  high  libido,  and  the 
arrogance  to  think  you  can  get 
away  with  whatever  you  please, 
are  part  of  the  kit  of  male  polit¬ 
icians,  as  with  film  stars.  This 
point  was  graphically  demon¬ 
strated  in  a  neglected  1977  study, 
A  Sexual  Profile  of  Men  in  Power 
by  Sam  Janus,  Barbara  Bess  and 
Carol  Saltus  (Prentice-Hall,  NY). 

Times  have  changed  and  with 
them  the  fashion  in  tolerance.  In 
the  last  10  years,  arrests  and/or 
revelations  of  sexual  scandal 
among  public  officials  has  become 
a  staple  of  the  popular  prints.  The 
gay  liberation  movement  has  been 


Transportation  for  people 
who  are  going 
places 


(and  have  a  few  stops  to  make  along  the  way!) 

The  Raleigh  Sports  3-speed  comes  in  men's  and  women's 
frames  for  $189.95.  Collapsible  rear  baskets  ($8.95  ea) 
and  small  front  basket  ($4.95  available  separately). 

the  bicycle  exchange 


3  Bow  Street.  Harvard  Square.  Cambridge 
Hours:  Tu.We.Sa  9-6.  Th.Fr  9-8  864-1300 


directly  responsible  for  creating 
this  space  in  which  discussion  of 
the  sexuality  of  public  persons  is 
now  welcome. 

Judge  Harold  Carswell,  a  right- 
wing  incompetent  who  Nixon 
nominated,  unsuccessfully,  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  has  twice  been 
charged  with  sucking  cock  in 
men’s  rooms.  Rabid  right-wing 
Gen.  Edwin  Walker  —  whom  Lee 
Harvey  Oswald  allegedly  tried  to 
snuff  in  1963  —  was  charged  with 
groping  a  vice  officer  at  a  urinal. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  conservative 
Rep.  John  Hinson  (R-MS)  made 
public  that  he  had  been  one  of  the 
few  survivors  of  the  1977  gay 
porno  fire  at  the  Cinema  Follies  in 
D.C.  He  also  admitted  he  had  paid 
a  fine  for  a  homosexual  sex  act  in 
Virginia.  Since  these  things  are  so 
frequent,  the  question  emerges  as 
to  why  some  indisretions  become 
public  and  why  others  remain 


covered-up. 

Now  we  have  Rep.  Bauman 
charged  with  soliciting. 

For  over  a  year,  frequenters  of 
bars  in  D.C.  have  known  that 
Bauman  was  a  regular  at  two 
capital  gay  bars:  The  Exile,  a  black 
gay  men’s  bar,  and  The  Ches¬ 
apeake  House,  which  is  predom¬ 
inantly  white  gay  male.  It  was 
reported  that  the  police  began 
their  investigation  into  Bauman’s 
alleged  solicitation  after  another 
teenaged  boy  jotted  down  the 
Congressman’s  license  plate 
outside  one  of  these  bars  and 
reported  it.  The  race  of  the 
solicited  boy  was  not  reported. 

Steve  Endean,  of  the  Gay  Rights 
National  Lobby  in  Washington, 
said  that  Bauman  was  no  friend  of 
the  gay  movement,  “He  has  con¬ 
sistently  voted  against  us.”  As  to 
responses  to  Bauman’s  arrest 
among  those  he  had  spoken  with. 


let’s  cuddle 

Is  Boston  ready  for  cuddling?  We 
think  so!  That's  why  A  to  Zoo  has 
stocked  up  on  the  little  teddy  bear 
that’s  warming  the  hearts  of  the 
West  Coast.  Simply  put  the  bear 
in  your  left  back  pocket  if  you 
want  to  hold  someone  in  your 
arms,  and  in  your  right  if  you 
want  to  be  held.  In  this  age  of 
liberation,  are  we  ready  to  tell 
each  other  we  simply  want  to  be 
held?  It's  the  perfect  way  to  say 
'  Let’s  cuddle  tonight,  and  see 
what  happens  in  the  morning.” 


16  Newbury  St.  (between  Exeter  &  Fairfield) 
Back  Bay  -  Boston  02116 
MON-FRI  10-8PM  SAT  10-6PM  SUN  12-6PM 

536-4995 

WE  SHIP  ANYWHERE  IN  THE  U.S.A. 


The  Silver  Market  is  running! 


To  introduce  you  to  a  unique 
inflation  hedge,  Madison  Rare 
Coin  Galleries  of  N.Y.  is 
giving  away  to  any  client  who 
purchases  over  $250  worth  of 
silver  dollars,  a  three  day/ 
two  night  stay  for  two  at  a 
hotel  on  the  Vegas  strip. 

You  also  get  30  meals,  tickets 
to  4  Vegas  shows,  over  $100 
in  gambling  chips  and  over 
$100  in  CASH,  given  by  the 
casino. 


Call  Mr.  William  Barrett  COLLECT 
at  2 12-668-0 101  to  discuss  your 
personal  investment  program. 


Endean  said:  “Fear  is  rampant.” 

Endean  told  GCN  that 
Bauman’s  arrest  had  the  curious 
impact  “of  shaking  up  the  left- 
liberal  people,  that  Bauman  was 
set  up  on  this  one.”  Endean  said 
he  had  no  idea  as  to  who  might  be 
responsible  for  such  a  set-up  or 
who  might  have  the  most  to  gain 
by  Bauman’s  troubles. 

What  the  purpose  would  be  in 
setting  a  right-wing  poseur  like 
Bauman  is  not  clear  at  this  time. 
But  it’s  a  safe  bet  that  sex-related 
arrests  like  Bauman’s  will  con¬ 
tinue  and  perhaps  increase,  and 
that  the  charges  will  no  doubt 
involve  homosexual  acts. 

What  begs  further  exploration  is 
why  it  is  that  so  many  prominent 
men  associated  with  right  wing 
factions  wind  up  as  central  figures 
in  the  kind  of  “moral-failure-&- 
sin”  offenses  they  themselves  are 
always  prattling  against. 

When  liberal  Rep.  Fred  Rich¬ 
mond  (D-NY)  was  charged  in  1978 
with  soliciting  sex  with  minor 
black  males  in  D.C.,  he  promptly 
acknowledged  the  sex  acts,  sent  a 
newsletter  out  to  his  constituents 
and  promised  future  good  be¬ 
havior.  The  Catholic  Church 
joined  with  fundamentalist  black 
religious  groups  in  the  Brooklyn 
district  to  defeat  Richmond.  He 
easily  won  reelection. 

Contrary  to  this  is  a  conserv¬ 
ative  like  Bauman  who  must 
maintain  the  pretense  that  he 
didn’t  do  it,  or  if  he  did  he  was 
driven  to  it  by  Demon  Rum.  His  is 
an  interesting  contradiction.  Yet 
he  made  his  bed;  let  him  lie  in  it. 

In  a  statement  released  to  the 
press,  Rep.  Bauman,  a  Roman 
Catholic,  said  “I  have  confessed 
my  sins,  as  my  religion  requires.” 
He  also  confessed  that  he  had  had 
a  problem  with  alcohol.  But 
spiritual  (of  the  holy  type,  not  the 
bottled  brand)  guidance  and  A.A. 
got  him  all  straightened  out.  “I 
have  not  had  a  drink  since  May  1 , 
1980,  a  period  of  over  five 
months.”  Congressman  Bauman, 
however,  did  not  disclose  how 
many  teenaged  cocks  he  had 
sucked  in  the  same  time  period. 
No  doubt  that  figure  will  remain  a 
secret  —  at  least  until  after  the 
election. 


is  very 

contagious. 

When  people  visit  Vermont,  they  return  again  and 
again.  Maybe  it’s  the  cool  mountain  lakes  or 
America’s  most  beautiful  Fall  foliage.  Or  maybe  they 
come  back  for  the  Northeast’s  best  ski  areas.  When 
people  come  to  the  Andrews  Inn,  we  see  them  again 
and  again.  Is  it  because  our  inn  is  the  most 
congenial  gay  resort  they’ve  ever  been  to?  Or  is  it 
the  disco,  the  Saturday  gourmet  dinner  in  front  of 
the  fireplace?  Come  see  for  yourself... 

Catch  us  this  weekend! 

andrews 


BELLOWS 
FALLS,  VT. 
05101 
(802) 
463-3966 


inn 

For  Free  brochure, 
send  us  your  name 
and  address, 
or  call. 
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Film 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 


Carny 

Directed  by  Robert  Kaylor 
Written  by  Robbie  Robertson, 

Phoebe  Kaylor,  Robert  Kyler 
With  Robbie  Robertson,  Gary 

Busey,  Jodie  Foster,  Meg  Foster 

Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 

The  topic  of  “sex  in  films”  used 
to  entail  descriptions  of  exactly 
how  far  the  characters  went  in 
simulating  erotic  activity.  The  late 
seventies  brought  some  discussion 
of  the  (hetero)sexual  politics  of 
film  sexuality  —  especially  the  role 
of  women.  Gay  critics  have  just 
begun  to  chart  the  images  and 
politics  of  a  gay  screen  presence. 

The  new  film,  Carny,  although 
having  some  gay  content,  is  inter¬ 
esting  because  its  view  of  sexuality 
is  intricately  tied  into  and  bound 
up  with  the  environments  in  which 
it  takes  place. 

Carny  is  an  odd  .ugly  but  satisfy¬ 
ing  mixture  of  lots  of  things.  You 
think  of  the  film  noir  going  on  be¬ 
tween  Tyrone  Power  and  Joan 
Blondell  in  Edmound  Goulding’s 
1947  Nightmare  Alley  or  Ray 
Bradbury’s  classic  Something 
Wicked  This  Way  Comes  pitting 
the  soul  stealing  circus  attractions 
against  the  wholesome  midwestern 
town  mentality. 

In  Carny,  the  fast  talking,  sleezy 
hucksters  and  jivers  of  the  carnival 
are  really  the  good  people  (or  at 
least  they  are  the  interesting  ones). 
It’s  the  town’s  people  who  are  the 
stupid  rubes:  mean  and  sadistic. 
The  plot  turns  on  the  relationship 
between  Frankie  (Gary  Busey)  and 
Patch  (Robbie  Robertson).  They 
run  a  side  show  that  features 


Frankie  dressed  as  a  Bozo  clown  in 
a  cage  above  a  vat  of  water  while 
the  audience  tries  to  dunk  him  by 
pitching  balls. 

It’s  one  of  those  perfect  homo¬ 
erotic  Hollywood  male/male  rela¬ 
tionships  that  has  everything  going 
for  it  but  sex.  Frankie  meets 
Donna  (Jodie  Foster),  a  bored  18 
year  old  who  leaves  her  dull  home- 
life  and  lumpish  boyfriend  to  join 
the  travelling  show.  Foster  has 
always  had  a  sexual  jadedness,  a 
sort  of  caring  callousness  (so  much 
healthier  than  the  peek-a-boo 
nymphet  sexuality  of  Brooke 
Shields)  that  works  perfectly  here. 
She  likes  Frankie,  but  it  is  clear 
that  she  sees  the  carnival  as  a  way 
out  of  a  life  she  is  too  smart  and 
quick  to  put  up  with.  The  trouble 
comes  when  Patch  gets  jealous  of 
Frankie’s  new  relationship.  The 
plot  of  the  film  deals  with  how  the 
three  work  out  their  relationship, 
but  what  pulls  it  together  is  the 
atmosphere. 

Kaylor  has  shot  the  film  with 
dark  backgrounds  with  lots  of 
toned-down  red  and  blues;  it’s  all 
murky  and  sexy.  And  the  carny 
life  teems  with  sexuality:  Patch 
and  Frankie’s  relationship  seethes 
with  it  —  their  break  up  fight  is 
right  out  of  Who’s  Afraid  of 
Virginia  Woolf. 

The  woman  (played  by  Meg 
Foster)  who  Donna  eventually 
hooks  up  with  seems  to  be  a  les¬ 
bian.  But  what  becomes  clear,  and 
what  makes  all  the  atmosphere 
and  plot  mesh,  is  the  fact  that  all 
the  sex  is  inseparable  from  the 
hustle:  the  con  game  turns  them  all 


on.  After  Donna’s  first  successful 
night  as  a  midway  hawker,  she 
ends  up  in  bed  with  Patch,  but 
she’s  not  really  turned  on  by  him. 
She’s  turned  on  by  being  able  to 
cheat  people.  It’s  sex  and  power  — 
the  same  thing  that  has  been  keep¬ 
ing  Frankie  and  Patch  going  to¬ 
gether,  and  that  keeps  the  whole 
carnival  moving. 

The  Julie  Christie/Warren 
Beatty  relationship  in  Altman’s 
McCabe  and  Mrs.  Miller  was 
clearly  motivated  and  delineated 
by  the  film’s  exploration  of  the  be¬ 
ginnings  of  American  capitalism. 
Carny  is  not  as  well  made  or 
thoughtful  as  Altman’s  film  — 
much  of  it  is  tossed  together  and 
jells  through  sheer  force  of  atmo¬ 
sphere  —  but  it  approaches  and 
explores  sexuality  as  a  product  of 
environment.  It’s  a  double-edged 
metaphor  that  turns  to  explain 
itself:  the  sex  is  as  much  as  the 
hustle  as  the  hustle  is  of  the  sex. 
The  same-sex  attachments  seem 
unextraordinary  because  every¬ 
thing  is  sexualized;  but  there  is  a 
sort  of  innocence  to  the  whole 
thing. 

The  only  really  awful  person  is  a 
townie  who  tries  to  shake  down 
the  carnival  and  attack  Jodie  Fos¬ 
ter.  His  ugly  advances  are  quickly 
cut  short  by  Foster’s  friends  who 
could  teach  Brian  ( Dressed  to  Kill ) 
DePalma  a  thing  or  two  about 
straight-edged  razors. 

As  for  the  main  characters, 
Jodie  ends  up  smiling  and  conning 
with  her  lesbian(?)  friend  and  the 
men  go  into  the  sunset  arm  and 
arm  with  violins  playing. 


Muriel 
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STATION  423-4340 


Direct  from  Hew  York: 

Jack  Wrangler  in 

"Jock  Strop"  x 


"Operation  Lightning  Dolt" 
_ 'Illusions" _ X_ 

Boston's  Best  At!  Mate  Show! 


Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  .  . . 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 

Phototypesetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 
Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 
Camera  Ready  Mechanicals 

David  M.  Stryker  661  -6975 

143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge 


ONLY  35* 

per  week  at  yearly  rate 

GAY 

COMMUNITY 

NEWS 


Subscription 

Newsstand 

Price 

Price 

□  3  years  (150  issues) 

$47.00 

$75.00 

□  2  years  (100  issues) 

$33.50 

$50.00 

□  1  year  (50  issues) 

$17.50 

$25.00 

□  25  weeks 

$10.00 

$12.50 

□  12  weeks 

$5.00 

$6.00 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  USA.  Add  20%  for  foreign. 
AMOUNTS  RECEIVED  IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE  CONSIDERED 
DONATIONS,  WHICH  ARE  GREATLY  APPRECIATED. 

□  NEW  □  RENEWAL 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions/22  Bromfield  St. /Boston,  MA  02108 

Name _ _ _ 

Account  No _ 

Expiration  Date  _ 

Signature  _ 

□  VISA  □  MASTERCHARGE 

All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make  check  or 
money  order  payable  to  “GCN.  ”  Do  NOT  send  cash  through  the 
mails.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential,  and  is  never  sold  or  used 
except  for  mailing  GCN. 

Also  available  on  microfilm  for  $22/volume  (individuals), 
$28  for  institutions;  120/complete  set  of  Vol.1-7 
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Classifieds 


JUST  FRIENDS 


JOYCE  &  BETTY 

We  met  at  your  9-6  party.  We  not  only 
found  each  other,  we  also  found  love  & 
joy  with  each  other.  We  have  a  new 
start  in  life.  We  thank  you!  Ellie  & 
Connie. _ (13) 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  rac*  I*  not  a  crucial  laaua  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  la  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  QWF  are  not  necessary; 
QM,  OF  would  do  as  well,  unleas  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
There  never  seems  to  be  a  break 
When  we  a  carefree  breath  can  take 
And  so  I  often  lie  awake 
Wishing  that  we  could  talk. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Couldn't  have  made  it  anyway.  Nov  1  is 
no  good  either. _ 

STARTING  OVER! 

U  don't  have  to  be  Jilly,  just  warm,  fun, 
brt,  stable.  Shy  prof  GWF  36  sks 
frds/lvr.  for  new  beginnings  &  gd  times. 
No  pressures  or  promises  now.  GCN 
Box  332. _ (16) 

LF  who  never  learned  how  to  behave,  at 
30  is  seeking  other  LF  in  30s  also  never 
learned.  I  sense  the  rules  include 
maturity  sensibility  &  a  firm  idea  of  life 
goals.  I  think  I  blew  it!  How  about 
coffee?  GCN  Box  331 _ (13) 

Sensitive  warm  understanding  gentle 
woman  seeks  special  lady  I  enjoy 
poetry  music  candle  light  dinners  soft 
conversation  &  acting  like  a  lady. 
Seeking  special  lady  who  enjoys  the 
same.  Pis  write  GCN  329. _ (13) 

Have  been  looking  since  '68  for  that 
one  special  female  friend.  I’m  52  W/M 
not  sexually  active.  Take  me  for  me,  not 
my  capabilities.  Am  not  straight  but  not 
gay  either.  Phone  (312)  656-1920 
(Illinois),  AM  or  after  10  PM. _ (13) 

GWM,  28,  5  ’  1 1 ",  br  hair,  bl  eyes.  New  to 
Natick.  Cleancut/no  drugs.  Enjoy 
movies,  sci-fi,  photography,  music,  & 
close  sincere  friends.  Often  travel  in  my 
job.  Write  GCN  Box  330. _ (18) 

Would  like  to  meet  young  guy  under  25, 
who  may  be  out  of  work  and  who  could 
spend  time  in  special  relationship  with 
gdlkg  GWM  34.  Write  Box  259,  118 
Mass  Ave.,  Boston,  MA  02115. _ (13) 

North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc 
(NAMBLA)  needs  people  to  house  del¬ 
egates  to  our  national  conference  in 
Boston  on  Dec  6  &  7.  if  you  have  space 
available,  please  contact  NAMBLA  at 
542-0144  or  write:  Box  2493,  Boston,  MA 
02208. _ (14) 
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Looking  for  a  gay  friend  with 
imagination  and  intelligence.  I  have  no 
money  —  paying  for  my  own  home.  GM. 
Artist.  GCN  Box  326 _ (17) 

PUBIC  SHAVING 

GWM  25  doing  book  on  pubic  shaving 
wishes  to  exchange  1st  &  2nd  experi¬ 
ences  —  particularly  hi  schl-coll  experi¬ 
ences.  Free  copy  of  book  to  those  who 
contribute.  Also  wish  to  meet  male 
students  visiting  LA.  Skip,  11325  Blix, 
N.  Hollywood,  CA  91602. _ (14) 

FORESKIN  SEEKERS 
Are  you  interested  in  the 
uncircumcized  male?  Correspondence 
club  listings  for  interested  persons 
write  UMA,  Box  1101,  Corpus  Christi 
TX  78403. _ (17) 


WANTED 


Would  like  conversations  with  terminal¬ 
ly  ill  gay  males  and  lesbians  of  all  ages 
(anonymity  guaranteed)  for  GCN  article. 
PI e ase  write  GCN  Box  324 . 

GCN  SPECIALS _ 

COMING  OUT 

Send  GCN  your  coming  out  stories. 
Keep  them  short  —  3  type-written 
pages.  Send  stories  to  Features  Editor 
at  GCN. _ (15) 

MODEM 

The  use  of  a  MODEM  (300  or  1200  Baud) 
and  terminal  would  save  GCN  up  to 
70%  off  prime  time  rates.  A  VT52/VT100 
compatible  CRT  would  be  a  bonus  item, 
but  a  hardcopy  or  other  CRT  is  OK. 

call  Maida  at  426-4469. _ (1 3) 


SERVICES 


HALLOWEEN  COSTUME  FRENZY 
For  all  U  Honcho  Hunks  &  Liza  Ladies, 
Wiz  designer  will  whip  up  your  fantasy 
costume,  so  trick  or  treat  yourself  call 
Edward  at  262-6539.  (14)- 


CARPENTER 

Repairs  rough  and  finish  —  windows, 
doors,  framing,  kitchen,  etc.  All  size 
jobs.  Jim  524-2152. _ (16) 

COUNSELING  —  RHODE  ISLAND 
Individual  and  couple,  specializing  in 
the  concerns  of  women.  Call  Pro¬ 
fessional  Services  for  Women  in 
Providence,  (401)  351-2077. _ (16) 

GAY  ACCOUNTANT-BUS  MGR 
MBA  seeks  gay  clients,  no  job  too 
small.  Very  inexpensive.  POB  24,  Back 
Bay  Annex,  Bos  021 1 7. _ (14) 

SLIDING  SCALE  HYPNOSIS 
Hypnosis  and  self-hypnosis  for 
relaxation  motivation  habit  control  and 
more.  Office  in  Harvard  Square.  Call 
522-9214  Jim  O’Brien,  Hypnotist.  (16) 

MARRIED  MEN  GAY-BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
gay-bi  married  men  forming,  to  focus  on 
related  issues.  Call  days  Francis  Giam- 
brone,  MA.  661-2032.  eves  661-7890. 

(40) 

THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 
Non-sexual  healing  massage  using  a 
synthesis  of  Shiatsu  (acupressure), 
reflexology  (foot  massage),  and 
muscular  work.  Mick  Hazen  522- 
9164 _ (13) 

BE  YOURSELF 

Lifestyle  therapy,  reduce  anxiety,  over¬ 
come  hassles.  Lie.  Psy.  for  men  and 
women.  Crossdressing  issues,  sex 
problems,  identity  concerns,  open  Sun. 
Institute  for  Rational  Living  739-5063.  (?) 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTISM 

(617)965-1311  for  appt. 


LOOKING  FOR  SOMEONE? 

Do  you  need  a  little  help  finding  that 
special  womon  in  your  life?  Sisters  of 
Sappho  Dating  Referral  Service  can  put 
you  in  touch  with  someone  living 
nearby  whose  interests  and  needs 
match  yours.  Personalized. 
Confidential.  Caring.  Lesbian 
owned/operated.  $15  for  3  referrals. 
Money-back  guarantee.  For 
questionnaire  or  more  info,  SASE  to 
SOS,  Box  151,  Hudson,  MA01749  (13) 

CALIFORNIA  innovative  7-day  trips. 
Rafting,  Hot  springs,  Nat.  Parks, 
Cookouts.  Sleep  aboard  comfortable 
coach.  $119  Green  Tortoise  LA  &  SF 
(617)  265-8533,  (212)  431-3348,  (415)  386- 
1798. _ (13) 

DAVID  BELLVILLE  &  ASSOCIATES 
Therapy  for  individuals  and  couples  in 
English  and  Spanish.  Assertiveness 
training  groups.  Copley  Square  and 
Malden  locations.  (617)  266-1450.  (15) 

LANDSCAPING— GARDENING 

We  offer  complete  landscape  and  gar¬ 
dening  services.  Quality  work,  personal 
attention.  Call  Bob  Toscano, 

Back  Bay  Gardens— 267-6188. _ (c) 

THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  GAY  MEN 
is  forming  for  October  to  explore  issues 
of  intimacy,  relationship,  and  gay  self- 
image.  Call  628-8286  and  leave 
message  for  Jim  Fishman,  MSW  (8)) 

L  GAY  PSYCHIC 

Quality  readings  will  travel  for  groups 
of  50  or  more  cards  fires  and  smoke 
436-8027. _ (15) 

COUNSELING/PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Individuals/Couples/Groups 
Alan  L.  Storm,  Ph.D. 

Chandler  Street,  South  End 
451-0847 

LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 


ROOMMATES 


Prof  LF  26  seeks  1-2  F  for  3  bdrm 
townhouse,  Newton.  Spacious, 
modern,  peaceful.  Sorry  —  no  pets. 
332-0413  eves,  wknds.  Keep  trying. 
$200. _ 

LF  ROOMMATE  WANTED/SOM 
LF30  seeks  quiet  friendly  resp  LF  to 
share  Ig  2  br  apt  in  Som.  Rent  $110  plus 
util.  I  smoke  and  have  2  cats.  Call  (617) 
666-4392 _ (14) 

GWF  Ikg  for  clean  responsible  rmte  to 
share  mod  2  bdrm  apt.  $200/mo.  No 
drugs,  no  pets,  please.  Call  after  6  pm 
at  567-2694, _ (14) 

Jamaice  Plain  —  5  person  coop  in 
owner-occ  hse  starting.  Vi  block  Green 
Line.  3  blocks  pond.  M  &  F,  G  &  S.  No 
cigs.  Great  st,  shared  late  din.  $125-170 
plus  util.  1  rm  big  enuf  4  cpI.  Call  TIG. 

Late  nite  best.  522-5739. _ (14) 

Bos  GM  artist  seeks  roommate  for 
large  apt  with  work  space  on  the  Green 
Line  —  rent  $205  includes  heat.  Call 
739-2191. _ (14) 

3  GM  sk  4th  to  build  supportive  semi- 
veg  home;  looking  fornon-smkr  w/some 
political  awareness.  Camb/Som  line. 
$161.50  inclht.  625-2243.  (15) 


2  women  seek  3  more  to  complete  our 
Jamaica  Plain  home.  $90  plus. 
524-6209.  Lesbians  with  laughter.  (14) 

GF  Ikg  for  GF/M  to  share  2  br  on  quiet  st 
in  Som.  Must  be  independent,  tolerate 
cigs  and  like  my  cat.  $163  plus.  Call  9-5, 
742-8830x270,  Caroline. _ (13) 

GM  seeks  same  to  find  and  share  apt  in 
Boston.  Go  to  school/work  full  time. 
Call  (617)  837-3325  if  interested,  ask  for 
Bill  8-11  pm. _ (13) 

N.  Shore  GWM  27  Ikng  for  similar  to¬ 
gether  GM  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  in  gay 
hshld  In  Salem  $100/mo  +  util.  Call  Dave 
R  (617)  745-7582. _ (13) 

FRAMINGHAM  AREA 
GM  couple  seeks  rmmte  for  3  br  house 
on  acre  in  N.  Sudbury  close  to  train  (W. 
Concord).  Will  help  furnish.  $175  +  Vb 
util.  Call  Joe/Scott  443-4775. _ (13) 

I  am  a  GWM  24  looking  for  same  with  2 
bdrm  apt  in  Boston  area  near  T.  Am  a 
wkg-student,  like  cooking,  plants, 
movies,  TV,  not  into  bars.  Rent  appx 
$200/mo  +  util.  Call  Roger  (617) 
247-7460  till  noon  or  (61 7)  437-9321  after 
8  PM.  Serious  calls  only  —  have  some 
furniture. _ (15) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

AUDITION 

Triangle  Theatre  Company  will  be 
holding  auditions  for  their  next 
production  on  Oct  14,  15,  16.  4  women, 
4  men,  aged  18-50  needed.  For  further 
info  call  David  at  232-9833, _ (13) 

Gay  man  interested  in  adopting  a  child 
wants  to  get  input  from  gays/lesbians. 
Has  an  openly  gay  person  ever 
adopted?  Comments,  suggestions, 
ideas  welcome.  Please  write  858  Haight 
St,  SF,  CA  941 17  —  Dmitri. _ (13) 

DEFEND  THE  SWP! 

Gay  Alliance  of  Young  Socialists  is 
defending  the  Gay  Movement  and  the 
Vanguard  Party  from  all  attacks  by 
lesbians  and  transexuals!  (WWP)  Send 
contributions  to  G.  Dugai  at  2235  Milvia 
Berkeley,  CA. _ (16) 


PENPALS 


Gay  women  write/meet  safely  through 
The  National,  International  Wishing 
Well  Magazine  &  Services.  Intro  copy 
$3,  Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94948.  (22) 

APARTMENTS _ 

MISSION  HILL 

6  rm  apt  on  quiet  st  in  owner-occupied 
bldg.  Avail  11/1,  $225/mo.  Sep  gas 
heat/util.  Deposit  &  refs. 
427-2516 _ (14) 


Light  carpentry  and  apartment 
maintenance  job  available  on  a  part- 
time  basis.  Must  have  own  trans- 
portation.  Call  268-6300. _ (16) 

NURSES 

RNs,  LPNs,  sensitive  to  minority 
groups.  Join  the  staff  at  Roxbury 
Alcohol  Detox.  All  shifts,  FT,  PT.  Call 
Gerry  or  Linda  445-6040. _ (13) 


RESORTS 


MOVERS 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  Insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

661-2958 (c) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists 
Any  time  of  day  -  any  day  of  the  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184.  (c) 


Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  The  New  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown  MA  02657 
_ (617)487-1197 _ 

Watership  Inn  —  Low  off-season  rates, 
comfortable,  charming,  free  continental 
breakfast,  central  location,  (617) 
487-0094,  7  Wlnthrop  St.  Provincetown, 
MA.  _  (13) 


INSTRUCTION 


Piano  lessons.  Concert  artist  exper 
teacher  Masters  of  M,  New  Eng 
Conserv  award  winner.  Accepting 
serious  students  only.  6-10pm  262-2684. 

(6) 


JOD  OPPORTUNITIES  JOBS  WANTED 


FOR  SALE 


EROTIC  CRAFT  DESIGNS! 

Great  holiday  gifts!  Lots  of  fun! 
$7.00/set  from  Fannie  Mae  Climaxe, 
Box  120776,  Nashville,  TN  37212.  (15) 


RIDES 


RIDER  NEEDED 

LF  looking  for  another  to  ride  out 
through  the  S.W.  and  possibly  to  the 
Coast.  Leaving  around  Nov  5.  Please 
call  484-5694. _ (13) 


Outreach  counselor  to  work  with  gay 
street  youth  in  Boston.  Previous 
counseling  experience  preferred.  Full¬ 
time,  afternoon  &  evening  hours.  No 
weekends.  $10,000  &  benefits. 

Resumes  to  GCN  Box  333. _ (13) 

Gay  marketing  mgr  for  Fortune  500 
computer  mfgr  near  Boston  has  three 
staff  positions  open.  Min  3-5  years  exp, 
MBA  desirable,  knowledge  of  hdwr  &/or 
sftwr  in  scientific/engineering  mkts 
req’d.  Call  Jim  Perry  (work)  (617) 
366-8911  ext  4119  (be  discreet)  or 
(home)  875-7087. _ (14) 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
for  gay  multiservice  agency.  Admin, 
supervision,  pub  educ  role.  Min  5  yrs 
Idrshp  exp  in  MH/Soc  Serv  agency. 
Resume,  sal  hist  to  HCHS,  80  Boylston 
St,  Suite  855,  Boston,  MA  021 16.  (14) 

BLACK  WOMEN  ARTISTS 
FILM  SERIES 

Educational  project  is  seeking  part 
time  Program  Coordinator  to  assist  the 
Project  Director  and  to  do  extensive 
publicity  and  outreach  to  Black  and 
women's  communities.  Experience  in 
organizing  program  activities,  excellent 
written  and  oral  communication  skills, 
ability  to  do  research  on  Black  women 
artists  and  ability  to  relate  to  the  varied 
settings  the  project  will  serve  are 
essential.  Please  send  resume  and 
writing  sample  to  B.  Smith  C/O 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139  by  10/15/80.  Third' 
World  women  are  urged  to  apply.  (1 3) 


NEED  A  HORTICULTURIST? 

W/M  22  seeks  horticultural  position 
upon  grad  from  Penn  State  Univ  in  Nov 
’80  much  exp  Dave  626  S  Pugh  St,  Apt 
#30,  State  College,  PA  16801. _ (13) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

$  FOR  WOMEN’S  SAFETY 
Money  earned  from  Take  Back  the 
Night  will  be  given  to  Boston-area 
feminist  groups  working  on  violence 
against  women.  Send  short  statement 
of  group’s  purpose  &  how  money  to  be 
used  to  llene  Levitt,  C/O  Women’s  Ctr, 
46  Pleasant  St,  Cambridge,  MA. 
Deadline  Nov.  21. _ : _ (13) 

Gay  married  men  support  group 
forming  for  “in  the  closet"  men.  A  self- 
help,  no  charge,  mutual  support  group. 
Contact  GCN  Box  328  .  We  will  respond 
discreetly. _ (13) 

BOYS  AND  MEN  IN  LOVE 
If  so,  you  need  us  and  we  need  you! 
Write  to  the  North  American  Man/Boy 
Love  Association  for  info:  NAM/BLA  PO 
Box174-B,  New  York,  NY  10018  (30) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm.  35  plus  rap 
2nd  W  &  last  Fri,  8pm.  Bi-monthly 
magazine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social 
&  fund-raising  event.  Softball  at 
Magazine  Beach  (Camb)  at  3pm  every 
Sun.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
.  women  invited  to  participate. _ (c)) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50 
cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $5.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per 
line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines 
are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our 
hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included  in 
a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail  for¬ 
warded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is  forwarded 
at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  you  want  mail 
forwarded  for  a  3  month  period,  a  $6.00  charge  will  be 
made  for  the  additional  time. 

Display  classifieds  (boxed  ads)  $10.00  per  column  inch. 


'Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run . 


Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 
ACCOMMODATIONS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 

JOBS  OFFERED  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES  ’  JOBS  WANTED 
JUSTFRIENDS  LOST  A  FOUND  MISCELL.j 

PERSONALS  ORGANIZATIONS  PENPALS. 

REAL  ESTATE  PRISONERS  PUBLICATIONS 

ROOMMATES  RESORTS  RIDES 

APARTMENTS  SERVICES  WANTED 


Headlines 
First  4  lines 


Each  additional  line  at  $ 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  . . 


$_ 

$_ 

$_ 

$_ 

$_ 

$_ 


$_ 

.$_ 


Name 


Address 


Please  Print  Neatly 

_ City _ 

_ Zip _ 


State 


Phone 


Signature  _ 

Account  No.  _ 
Expiration  Date 


□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARGE 
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Quick  Goy  Guide 


944-4818 


282-9161 

354-0133 


227-6167 

661-7223 


Boston  Area  (617) 

IHFORMATIOH/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Boston  Alliance  ot  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  338-9472 

1 28A  Tremont  St.  (4th  Floor)  (Hotline)  426-9371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Social/Support  Group  227-6167 

Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston,  02108  542-0144 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
285  Harvard  St.  #102,  Cambridge  02139 
Chiltern  Mountain  Club  247-1206 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

GAY  HOTLINE  (6pm-Mld.)  426-9371 

Frenz  &  Luwers  Assoc.,  P.O.  Box  814,  Boston  02123 
Gay  Professional  Men's  Group 
Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  c/o  GCN  Box  8000 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107 

Jubilee  Athletic  Club,  Box  401,  104  Charles  St. 

Boston,  021 14 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing 
c/o  GCN  Box  22  Bromtield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline(6-12pm,)  426-9371 

Merrymount  Music  Soc.,  Box  401,  104  Charles  St. 

Boston  021 14  236-4888 

Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St„  02215  277-3454 
Parents  of  Gays  542-5188  (days),  426-9371  (nights) 

Project  Place  267-9150 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661-0248 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ 

BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right)  266-6103, 876-8768 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  236-4710 

B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  218,  E.  Cambridge  02141  491-0968 

Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders),  2  Park  Sq.  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor's  Office  725-4410 

Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 

Box  179,  IIBMass.  Ave.  Boston02115  242-3544 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02139  542-5415,542-6837 

STUDEHT _ 

Gay  People  at  BU,  c/o  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University.  353-3646 

Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  661-6500 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 
118  Mass  Ave.,  Box  201,  Boston  02115  262-2473 

Gay  People's  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1, 4th  fl,  Rm  178  287-1900x2169 

Harvard-Radcllffe  Gay  Info.  495-5476 

MIT  Gays,  Rm.  50-306  253-5440 

Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr. 

Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 

WOMEN _ 

Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 

(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138 
Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  St  a..  Boston  02215 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge 
Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center 
Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit  Union 

186V4  Hampshire  St„  Camb. 

National  Organization  tor  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
Tufts  Women's  Center  628-5000x793 

Womanspace,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.)  267-7992 
Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139 
Women’s  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge 


661-3633 


661-2537 

354-8807 


661-0450 

661-6015 


661-1316 

547-2302 


RELIGIOUS 


Am  Tikva,  P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114 
Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208 
Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People 
Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center) 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108 


536-6518 

497-6377 

262-3057 

536-3788 

523-7664 

964-0996 

742-2100 


MEDIA 


Alyson  Publ.,  75  Kneeland,  Boston 

542-5679 

Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM) 

492-6450 

Esplanade 

787-1084 

Fag  Rag 

661-7534 

Gay  Community  News 

426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets 

266-6103 

Hit  Parade,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston,  02114 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 

658-6494 

c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  02108  * 

Persephone  Press 

426-9371 

Box  7222,  Watertown  02172 

TVOD  with  Tony  V 

9244)336 

WMBR-FM,  88.1,  Friday  1-4  p.m. 

494-8810 

Xanadu  Graphics,  143  Albany,  Camb.  02139 

MEDICAL/COUNSEUNG 

661-6975 

Alcoholics  Anonymous 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics) 

Gay  Nurses'  Alliance/East 

P.O.  Box  673,  Randolph,  MA  02368 
Gender  Identity  Service 
Homophile  Alcoholism  Treatment  Service 
Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
Mass  Bay  Counseling 
31  Channing  St.,  Newton  Corner  02158 
Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc.. 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116 
Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment) 
Turley  &  Assoc.,  31  Channing  St..  Newton, 
Vachon/Volz/Taylor,  MD  Lesbian  &  Gay 
1755  Beacon  St.,  Brookline 


426-9444 

267-7573 

843-5300 


864-8181 

542-5188 

542-5188 

965-1311 

266-3444 
956-5293 
02158  965-2040 
Medicine 

232-1459 


DOOKS/DARS 


Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire.  Cambridge  02139 

Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St..  Camb. 

Buddies  (Cruise-Disco),  733  Boylston  St. 
Chaps  (Denin,  Men),  27  Huntington  Ave. 
Delivery  Entrance  (at  the  House  Restaurant) 
12  Wilton  St. 

Elbow  Room.  100  Chandler  (at  Clarendon) 
Harry's  Place  (Dancing,  Men),  45  Essex  St. 
Herbie's  Ramrod  Room  (Leather,  Men) 

1254  Boylston  St. 

Jacques  (Mixed,  Dancing),  79  Broadway 
Kimmies  Disco,  237  Mass.  Ave..  Camb. 
Napoleon  Club  (Men,  Dancing  Fri.-Sun.) 

52  Piedmont  St 
119  Merrimac  (Bar) 

Paradise  (Talking,  Mostly  Men) 

180  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge) 

Playland  (Men,  some  Women),  21  Essex  St. 
Prelude  (Women),  Dartmouth  St. 


542-0144 

876-5310 

491-6930 

262-2480 

266-7778 

783-5701 

338-8447 

338-8816 

247-0989 

338-9066 

354-8166 

338-7547 


864  4130 
338-7254 


Skippers.  252  Boylston  St. 

Somewhere  (Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Women) 

295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 

Spotter's  Cafe  (Men)  228  Cambridge  St. 

Together  (Disco  Dancing,  Mixed),  110  Boylston  St. 426-0086 
Club  Boston  (Gay  men's  baths),  4  LaGrange  St.  426-1451 


Eastern  Moss.  (617) 

IHFOkMAHOH/SERYICE/SOCIAI. 


Gay  Hotline 
Mass.  Teachers  Assoc  ./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75.  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance,  Fitchburg 
North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
Box  806,  Marblehead,  01915 
Provlncetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center 
Survival  Crisis  Line 


756-0730 


342-5117 

745-6966 

487-0387 

471-7100 


RELIGIOUS 


Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  08853 
MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St., 

WOMEN 


851-6711 

753-8360 


Everywoman’s  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provlncetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren  Women's 
Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannis  02601  771-6739 

New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic  999-1570 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women's  Center 
169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970  745-5873 

The  Women's  Bookstore,  1087  Main,  01603  791-5127 

Women's  Meeting  House,  89  Downing  St.  01610  752-5905 

STUDENT _ 

Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 
South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01 970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (413) 

IMFORMATIOH/SERVtC  E/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield 
01201,  Berkshire  County  Info  447-7818 

Gay  Counseling  Collective 

406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

Gay  Men  of  Franklin  Cty.,  Box  771,  Greenfield 
Help  Line  664-6391,664-6392 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta.,  Springfield  01108 

WOMEN _ 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 


Northampton  01060 

584-4580 

Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst 

Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 

P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 

545-0883 

Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst 

Lesbians  United 

545-3438 

33  Pearl  St.,  Pittsfield,  01201 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 

P.O.  Box  111,  Huntington  01050 

499-2425 

Southwest  Women’s  Center 

545-0626 

Women’s  Media  Project  (WMUA,  91.1FM) 

545-2876 

Womonfyre  Books 

RELIGIOUS 

586-6445 

Dignity/Springfield.  P.O.  Box  1604  Springfield  01101 

STUDENT _ 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People's  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  545-0154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 
S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Willlamstown  01267 

Connecticut  (203) 

IMFORMATIOH/SERVICE/SOOAL 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505 

Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm, 

Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72, 06501 
M-F  8-11  pm 
Gay  Youth 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103 
Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103 
NAMBLA/CT 
New  Haven  Gay  Alliance 
Box  72, 06501 


522-5575 


624-6869 

624-6869 

522-2646 

249-7691 

547-1281 

624-6869 

624-6869 


WOMEN 


Gay  Women's  Collective,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

BoxU-118,  UConn,  Storrs  06268  486  4738 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective,  522-2763 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105  747-5451 

Lesbian  Rap,  New  Haven,  148  Orange  St., 

New  Haven  06510  4364)645 

Shorelinewoman  481-3575 

Women’s  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  301,  Hartford  06103  525-2382 

Women's  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  646-4900 

.  Women's  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-118, 

Storrs  06828  486-4738 

Women's  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Women's  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

148  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  436-0645 

STUDENT 


527-3151 


486-2273 


Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain's  Office,  Hartford  06106 
Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268 
Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457  347-941 1 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  0651 1  865-2802 

Gay  Community,  Conn.  College 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Yalesbians,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta., 

New  Haven  06520 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Fairfield  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285,  West  Haven  06516 
Integrlty/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103 
Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505 


522-2646 

787-1518 

522-5575 


777-9808 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


Gay  AA  (Danbury) 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031 ,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520 
Moonseed  (counseling) 


748-5341 


436-8354 

727-0379 


Rhode  Island  (401)  politic  al/legal 

»  *  Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gav  R 


Gay  Help  Line 

751-3322 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

728-9269 

Box  6563,  Providence  02940 

7286023 

MEDICAL/COUNSEUNG 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA 

331-2047 

WOMEN 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle  Women's  Center. 

186  Meeting  St„  Providence,  02912  863-2189 

Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta.,  Providence  02912  863-2189 

Support  Group  for  Gay  Women  Over  25 
Box  755,  Pawtucket  02860  942-5368 

STUDENT _ 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  Brown  U., 

Providence  02912  863-3062 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dlgnity/Provldence,  Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861  724-0132 

MCC/ProvIdence,  5  J  unction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  III,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  Michael  Nordstrom  272-8482 

Hew  Hampshire  (603) 

IHFORMATIOH/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Dlgnlty/lntegrlty  52  Pleasant  St.,  Concord  03301  485-5770 

Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  Paul  888-1305 

NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  521 ,  Concord  03301  485-5770 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301;  Concord  224-3785, 
746-3339;  Portsmouth  431-1541;-  Nashua  889-1416 
Speakers  Bureau,  Box  521,  Concord  03301; 

Box  3472,  Nashua  03061 

MEN _ 

Central  N.H.  Men's  Support  Group 
31  Union  St.,  Concord  03301  228-8049 

Conway  Area  Discussion  Group,  Box  211,  Chocorua  03817 
Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  221  Portsmouth  03801 

WOMEN _ 

Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
journal,  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 

STUDENT _ 

Dartmouth  Gay  Students'  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 

Vermont  (602) 


924-2970 

988-3012 


777-8358 

677-0237 


628-8532 


Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
29  W21st  SI. 

Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists 
Dykes  &  Tykes  Legal  Custody  Center, 

Rm  502, 1 10  E.  23rd  St..  NYC  10010 
Gay  Activists  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station 
Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students'  Group 
Postal  Address;  Law  Group  P.O.  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017 
Gay  Teachers  Assoc.  Box  435,  Van  Brunt  Sta.  Brooklyn, 
11215  255-5969,499-1060 

Lambda  Legal  Defense,  132  W.  43rd,  10036  944-9488 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601  741-5800 

National  March  on  Washington 
29  W.  21st  St.,  2nd  fl.,  10010  924-2970 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Church  of  the  Beloved  Oisclple, 

348W.  14th  St.,  10004  242-6616 

Dlgnity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics, 

BOX1554,  FDR  Sta.  10022  869-3050 

Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001  9896653 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  10011  242-1212 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 


Gay  Theatre  Alliance 

Box  294,  10014 

Gotham  1 10  E.  23rd  St.  #502  10010 
WBAI  Gay  Rap 

STUDENT 

598-2597 

674-6004 

Gay  Youth  of  NY, 339  Lafayette  St. 

(GAA  office) 

799-0388,236-2397 

New  York  U.  Gay  People’s  Union 

Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810 

598-7056 

MEDICAL/COUNSEUNG 

Gay  Men’s  Health  Project 

74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014  691-6969 

Institute  For  Human  Identity  799-9432 

National  Gay  Health  Collective 
55  West  26  St.  #402, 10010  7254)114 

Hew  York  State 

IHFORMATIOH/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Alternatives  Comer  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfleld  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 


656-4173 

656-4173 


223-6843 


775-1946 

863-1236 


Gay  Hotline,  U  of  VT 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  Vt, 

Burlington  05401,  M-F,  7-9pm 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 

Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 
Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men's 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Washington  County  Gays 

P.O.  Box  1264,  Montpelier  05602 
Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701 
Women's  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  11  Winooski,  05404 

Maine  (207) 

Center  for  Being,  8  Rocky  Hill  Estates,  Brunswick 

04011  729-1750 

Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  594  Bar  Harbor  04609 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St.,  Portland,  04103  780-4085 

Mainely  Gay,  P.O.  Box  4542,  Portland  04112 
Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O  Box  990,  Caribou,  ME  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast,  04915 
Midcoast  Gay  Men  P.O.  Box  57  Belfast,  ME  04915 
Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  563-5856 

Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 


(518)  462-6138 


(516)  324-2468 

(716)271-6750 
(716)  244-8640 
or  244-9030 


Hew  jersey  (201)  religious 


332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210 
Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968 
Empty  Closet  Collective,  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline,  (Frl-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.)  (607)  797-3453 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St.. 

Syracuse  1 3202  (31 5)  475-6857 

Gay  Task  Force,  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  (Mon.  7pm)  (716)  244-8640, 244-9030 

Gertrude  Stein  Book  Collective, 

262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  (518)  465-9246 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746  (516)  427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  793-5198 

WOMEN _ 

Bisexual/Gay  Women's  Action  Line  (516)  791-5565 

Herizon  —  A  Woman's  Space,  77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon,  7-9  p.m.)  (607)  722-3629 

MEN _ 

Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 
Gay  Hotline  (8-1 1pm) 


(914)  948-4922 


Dignity/Jersey  Shore,  Box  824,  Asbury  Park  07712  988-9510 
Dignity/Metropolitan,  Box  337,  Irvington  07111  755-9053 

Gay  Activist  Alliance/Morris  County,  Box  137,  Convent  Sta. 

07691  762-6217 

Gay  Activist  Alliance  of  New  Jersey,  Box  1734,  South 
Hackensack  07601  343-6402 

Gay  People  Princeton,  Box  2303,  Princeton  08540 
Lambda  Alliance,  Box  223,  Eatontown  07724  229-7949 

Lavender  Express  (Publications),  c/o  Pat  Freeman  Box  218, 
Kearny  07032 

Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  4042,  Allwood  St.,  Clifton 
07012  998-1023 

National  Committee  for  Sexual  Civil  Liberties,  18  Ober  Rd.. 
Princeton  08540 

Organization  for  Gay  Awareness,  Box  41,  Orange  07050 

746-6196 

Rutgers  Gay  Alliance,  Student  Ctr.  Box  91,  College  Ave 
New  Brunswick  08903  932-7886 

Hew  Yoik  City  (212) 

IHFORMATIOH/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

1 10  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Chelsea  Gay  Association 

164  W  21st  St.  #1979, 10011  691-7950 

Citizens'  Party  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Caucus 

851-1873,  866-6651 
989-6653 


Affirmation  (Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Dignity/Integrity/Rochester,  42  Tyler  House, 

17  So.  FitzhughSt.,  Rochester  14614  (716)232-6521 

Dignity/Ll.,  P.O.  621P,  Bayshore  11706 
Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the  Unitarian  Universalist 
Fellowship  of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

STUDENT 


(607)  256-6482 

(716)  244-8640 

(716)275-6181 
(516)420-2134 
(516)  246-7943 


982-741 1 


777-1800 

744-2785 

734-7748 

677-0237 


FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids 
Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 
P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  1 10  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 
Gay  Switchboard 

Gayellow  Pages,  P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta. 

Mirth  and  Girth  Club 

New  York  Gay  Prisoners  Support  Committee, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station,  10014 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  255-8097 

SAGE,  Inc.,  487A  Hudson  St.  10014 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

26  Ninth  Ave.  (at  W.  14  St.)  6754)143 

WOMEN _ 

All  The  Queens  Women,  36-23  164th  St., 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Dykes  &  Tykes,  Room  502,  110  E.  23rd  St.  10010 
Gay  Women's  Alternative,  4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard,  243  W.  20th  St.  10010  741-2610 


Gay  People  at  Cornell 
528  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester 
Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmlngdale 
Gay  Student  Union,  S.U.N.Y. 

Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance,  SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Lambda  Univ.,  Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)  462-6138 

Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202  (315)  475-6857 

MEDIA _ 

Capitol  District  Alive,  262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mall:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  4654)423 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
c/o  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

POLITICAL/LEGAL 


Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
Box  131,  Albany  12201 


(518)462-6138 


If  your  organization  feels  that  it  has  been 
miscategorized,  please  contact  GCN  so  the 
error  may  be  correctred. 

To  update  your  listing  or  to  put  a  new  listing 
into  the  Quick  Gay  Guide,  send  information 
to  Listings  Editor,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


weekly  events 
Sundays 

Boston, M A  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities  Com¬ 
mittee  (GRAC).  Swimming  at  Lindemann  Center 
(Staniford  SboGov't  Ctr.).  Men  and  women. 
2-4pm. 

Boston,  UA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Roller  skating.  Hatch  Shell, 
Esplanade.  Men  and  women.  Call  282-9161  lor 
Info. 

Boston,  UA  —  Chiltern  Men  s  Basketball  Lin- 
227^6?67C8n,er  <G0Vl  C'r  )  4:3°-6pm.  Info: 

Boston,  UA  —  Chiltern  Running  Club 
Jogging  and  racing  on  the  Esplanade.  Sun- 

48^-5265  ’’  M°n''  Wed'  &  Frl  8t  6-  ln,0; 

Boston,  UA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and  women. 
2:30pm. 

Boston,  UA  —  Boston  Area  Coalition  for 
Cuban  Aid  and  Resettlement  (BACCAR)  open 
meeting  for  potential  sponsors  of  gay  and 
lesbian  Cuban  refugees  and  also  for  other 
interested  persons.  Arlington  St,  Church. 
Every  Sunday  at  3pm.  Info:  723-2997  (8-12pm). 

Boston,  UA  —  uay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC)  Voleyball.  Fenway  (Rose 
Garden).  11am-1pm.  Men  and  women. 
282-9161  for  Info. 

Bedford,  UA  —  Bedford-Concord  Area  Social 
Club  meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  John  275-1336  or 
Joe  443-477(5. 

Orleans,  UA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets  every 
2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614,  Orleans,  MA 
02653. 

Greenfield,  UA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin  County. 
Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe,  Osgood  St. 
7pm. 

Bedford,  MA  —  Bedford-Concord  Area  Social 
Club  meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  John  275-1336  or 
443-4775.  All  are  invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  1st  Sun.  of  the  month,  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  228-8049. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Blind  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Services  Center, 
110  E.  23rd  St.  Suite  502.  4-6pm.  Info:  Michael 
at  362-8729. 

New  York,  NY  —  Rainbow  Society.  Deaf  gay 
.meeting.  Manhattan  Community  Center,  75 
Morton  St.  2nd  Sunday  of  the  month.  2pm.  755- 
1426. 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month. 
7:15pm  sharp  at  the  Episcopal  Theological 
Seminary  Library,  99  Brattle  St.  Info:  542-5188 
or  write:  PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge 
MA  02140. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  LUNA  (Lesbians  United  for 
Non-nuclear  Action)  meeting.  Women’s  Educ. 
Ctr.,  46  Pleasant.  354-8807.  7-1 0pm. 

Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay  Mer 
meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common  Ground, 
25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul,  888-1305,  or  writer  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  Q3061. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Overeaters  Anonymous, 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men,  meet  at  7:30pm  at 
Grade  Square  Hosp.  420  E.  76th  St. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  the  NY  Coalition  of 
Black  and  Third  World  Lesbians  and  Gays. 
Triangle  Ctr.,  26  9th  Ave.,  3rd  floor.  7:30pm.  Any¬ 
one  interested  in  these  issues  is  welcome  re¬ 
gardless  of  race. 


Tuesdays 


fridays 


New  York,  NY  —  WBAi  (99.5FM)  The  Lesbian 
Show.  8:30pm.  279-0707. 

Carnbrldae,  UA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Daughters  ot  Bilitls.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussion  group.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1 131  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call 
661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activities. 

Naw  Bedford,  UA  —  Rap  group  at  the  Aid 
Canter.  18  S.  Water  SL  B-IOprn.  Info:  999-3141 

Uxbridge,  UA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Tuesday  eves,  7:30pm. 
Info:  278-5475. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  Politically 
Involved  Lesbians  and  Gays  Under  Twenty- 
two  (PIGLUT),  339  Lafayette  St.  (top  floor). 
Info:  Michael  236-2397.  Open  to  all  21  and 
under. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Taskforce  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farmington 
Ave.  7pm.  (First  Tuesdays)  Info:  249-7691. 

Wednesdays 

ooston,  UA  —  Gay  You,n  Hap  Group, 
organized  by  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  for  gay  women  and  men  14-22. 
7-9pm.  128A  Tremont  St.  (near  Park  St.)  Info: 
BAGLY  338-9472  or  the  Hotline  426-9371. 

Boston,  UA  —  Walk-In  VO  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:366pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Havlland 
St  (near  Auditorium  atop).  267-7573. 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Ad¬ 
vocates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New’ 
members  welcome.  Our  advocacy  Is  growing.: 

Join  us.  Call  426-9371.  (M-F,  6pm-mldnight)  foF 
info.  _ 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Second  Wave  magazine  Is 
opening  its  collective  to  new  members.; 

Interested  women  should  come  to  Wed.  eve 
meetings  6:30pm,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  or  call  Amy  at 
628-7275  (h)  or  495-2560  (w). 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC)  volleyball  (near  Rose 
Garden  In  the  Fenway).  Men  and  women. 

6:30-8:30pm. 

Providence,  HI  —  Transveatltaftranssexual 
meetings.  6pm.  Info:  272-0247. 

New  York,  NY  —  "Oakdale,  Indiana,"  a  lesbian 
soap  opera,  Weds,  on  WBAi,  99.5FM,  at 
6:10pm. 

New  York,  NY  -  (WBAI,  99.5FM)  Gay  Rap. 

279-0707.  8:30-9:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Liberation  Allows  Drag 
(GLAD)  meeting.  1835  First  Ave.  Info:  473-5886 
x204.  Ask  for  Eve. 

New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association 
meets  last  Wed.  of  the  month.  Coffeehouse. 

Info:  691-7950. 

Thursdays 

Boston,  UA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(basically  cutting  and  pasting  with  a  little  beer 
and  pretzels  on  the  side).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’ll  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
Vnowl  Proofreading  begins  5-lsh  and  layout 
6-lsh.  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St  and 
Washington  St  subway  stops),  2nd  floor. 

Boston,  UA  —  North  American  Man  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA).  Regular  meetings  on 
1st  and  3rd- Thursdays.  8pm.  Glad  Day  Book 
Shop,  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St.)  Info: 

542-0144. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  Youth  United  (LYU). 

Rap  group.  7:30-9:30pm.  For  women  22  and 
under  who  are  or  are  considering  being  lesbi¬ 
ans.  128 A  Tremont  St.  (4th  floor).  Call  BAGLY 
(Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth)  at  _ 

338-9472  or  the  Hotline  426-9371  (6pm-mld-  SOfUrOQyS 

■  Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  meeting 
for  people  interested  in  planning  community 
events  as  pari  of  the  committee's  year-round 
organizing  work.  Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22 
Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St.)  7:30pm  sharpish! 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitls.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussions  and  social  hour. 

Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  1 151  Mass.  Ave. 

8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activities. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lunchtime  Alternative  concert 
series.  Music  ot  12th  to  the  20th  centuries. 

12:15-12:45  at  Church  ot  the  Covenant,  67 
Newbury  St.  Free  (donations  accepted).  Bring 
your  lunch. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  fo 
younger  women.  Somerville  Women’s  Center, 
38  Union  Square,  (2nd  floor  over  laundromat). 
6pm.  Info:  623-9340. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  childien,  Sup¬ 
port  group.  8-1 0pm.  Cambridge  Womens 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

New  York,  NY  —  General  meeting  of  the 
Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Social¬ 
ists  at  NY  Marxist  School,  151  W  19th  St.  7th 
floor.  7:30pm.  Info:  988-3012. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  regular 
meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near  Houston). 
8:30pm.  All  are  welcomel 


Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Brom- 
fleid  (near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as  you 
like  (until  about  1 1pm)  to  help  send  the  paper 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  are  LOTS  of  them 
and  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments  and 
1  times.  Men  and  women  welcome.  426- 


Boaton,  UA  —  Chiltern  basketball.  7-9pm. 
Lindemann  Ctr.  (near  Gov’t  Ctr.),  Stannlford 
St.  entrance.  FREE!  Info:  Tony  236-1914. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  swimming  for  men 
and  women  over  40  from  6-7pm.  Swimming  for 
men  of  all  ages  from  7-9pm.  Lindemann  Ctr. 
(near  Gov’t  Ctr.)  Info:  Joe  227-5363. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Daughters  of  BUItis.  Over  35 
rap  group  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1 1 51 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  (4th  Friday  and  2nd  Wednesday 
of  each  month). 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  Unitea  meetings 
Info:  Women’s  Services  Center,  4962425. 

New  York,  NY  —  Consciousness  Raising  on 
Racism,  sponsored  by  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  (BWMTVNY.  7:30pm.  Info:  Henry  at 
873-5572  or  799-9432  or  Richard  at  431-4674 


Boston,  UA  —  Gay  Youth.  Outings  and 
activities  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  14-22. 
Organized  by  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  128A  Tremont  St. 
(near  Park  St.).  Info:  BAGLY  338-9472  or 
Hotline  426-9371  (6-12pm  eves). 

Providence,  HI  —  Gay  Youth  Group  meets 
every  other  Saturday.  Info:  272-9247. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Youth  Rap  Group. 
Organized  by  and  for  gay  youth.  1-4pm.  339 
Lafayette  St.  (one  block  north  of  Houston),  top 
floor.  Open  to  all  lesbian  and  gay  youth  21  and 
under.  Info:  Mark  7990388  or  Michael 
236-2397. 


coming  events 


oct  12  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space,  a  weekly 
public  affairs  program  for  gay  men  and  lesbi¬ 
ans  with  co-hosts  Katherine  Triantafillou  and 
Charles  Bedard.  11am.  WCAS,  AM740.  This 
week:  an  Interview  with  gay  Asians  in  Boston. 

15  wed 

Cambridge,  MA  t-  Friends  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns  (Quaker)  will  meet  for  potluck 
supper  at  Cambridge  Friends  Center,  5  Long¬ 
fellow  Park.  6:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  "Gay  Vote  1980,”  a  forum 
including  representatives  from  the  3  main 
presidential  campaigns  and  other  local  lights 
addressing  issues  relevant  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  Elsner-Lubin  Aud.,  Loeb  Stu¬ 
dent  Ctr..  566  LaGuardla  PI.  8pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Women  Against  Violence 
Against  Women  (WAVAW)  Is  looking  for  new 
members.  Open  meeting  at  7:15  featuring  a 
slide  show  and  discussion  of  our  work.  All 
interested  women  welcome.  Cambridge 
Women's  Center.  354-8807. 

16  thurs 

BOSTON,  MA  GCN  NEEDS  VOLUNTEER 
HELP  FOR  PROOFREADING  AND  LAYOUT. 
SEE  THURSDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 


Boston,  MA  —  nnaxine  Feldman  in  concert  at 
BU,  unless  BU  cancels  it  again  without  telling 
us  (which  they’re  not  likely  to  do).  FREE  to  all! 
Signed  for  the  hearing-impaired.  Sleeper  Hall, 
871  Comm.  Ave.  8pm.  Info:  254-5643. 

Boston,  MA  — .  UMass  Women’s  Center 
presents  Marcia  Diehl,  member  of  New  Har¬ 
mony.  12-4pm.  Info:  287-1900  x2487.  FREE! 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Reunion  for  Lesbian 
Liberaton.  All  former  members  please  come. 
Bring  refreshments.  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  8-1 0pm.  Newcomers  also  wel¬ 
come.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston,  MA  —  119  Merrimac  is  holding  a 
benefit  for  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline 
featuring  Mary  Faith  at  the  piano  and  the 
Hotline  raffle  drawing.  8:30pm-1am.  $1  cover 
for  hors  d’oeuvres. 

Boston,  MA  —  Laura  Brown  will  speak  on  US 
involvement  in  Iran  and  the  role  of  women  in 
the  revolution.  Arlington  St.  Church,  at 
7:30pm.  FREE! 

17  fri 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  ALWAYS  NEEDS 
VOLUNTEERS  FRI.  EVES  TO  SEND  OUT  THE 
PAPER.  IT’S  FUN!  SEE  FRIDAYS  ABOVE. 

Boston,  MA  —  Mass.  Minority  Council  on 
Alcoholism  sinvites  you  to  attend  our  “Fall 
Community  open  House”  at  the  Harriet  Tub- 
man  House,  566  Columbus  Ave.  Refresh¬ 
ments.  5-8pm.  Info:  367-5872. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Gay  men  and  friends 
coffeehouse.  Open  to  all  women  and  men. 
Violet  Ray  Loft,  19  Hawley  St.  8pm-1am.  SI 
donation. 


16  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  ‘Lesbian  love  relationships: 
dream,  nightmare,  reality’,  with  Nancy  Toder 
speaking  and  reading  from  her  novel  Choices. 
Sleeper  Hall,  BU,  871  Comm.  Ave.  8pm.  S3 
donation.  All  women  welcome.  Signed  for  the 
hearing  impaired. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club,  Mt.  Toby  day 
hike  in  Amherst.  Info:  (413)  256-6178  or  Roy 
(617)  247-1206  or  864-5770  x2577. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  A  Woman's  Coffeehouse. 
An  evening  of  entertainment  by  and  for 
women.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8-1 1:30pm.  $2.50  donation.  Food 
and  non-alcoholic  refreshments.  Info: 
484-9125. 

Medford,  MA  —  Tufts  U.  Gay  Alumni/ae 
Reunion  Party  (during  Tufts  homecoming 
weekend).  9pm.  Info:  628-1270  or  492-1273. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  AmTikva  fall  retreat 
(overnight  in  the  country).  Info:  6263986. 
Singing,  socializing  and  discussions. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard. 
4-6pm,  followed  by  potluck  dinner.  New¬ 
comers  are  especially  welcome.  Info:  Beth 
,6664278  or  Dee  661-7223. 


.19  sun 

Cambridge,  UA  —  'Closet  space',  a  weekly 
public  affairs  (so  to  speak)  program  with  co¬ 
hosts  Katherine  Triantafillou  and  Charles 
Bedard.  11am  (new  time).  WCAS,  AM740.  This 


week:  2  therapists  discuss  'Pathways',  a 
weekend  in  P-town  for  gay  couples  who  want 
to  strengthen  their  relationships. 

Burlington,  VT  —  Izquierda  ensemble  concert, 
“music  approaching  theater,"  womyn-spirited 
music.  Trinity  College,  Mann  Hall,  8pm.  $5 
(more  if/less  10-  Info:  (802)  864-6588. 

New  York,  NY  —  'Institutional  racism  in  New 
York  City’,  a  talk  by  the  Hon.  Judge  Wright. 
Sponsored  by  Black  and  White  Men  Together 
(BWMT).  NYU  Law  School,  40  Washington  Sq. 
S.,  Rm.  110.  6pm.  Interested  gay  men  and 
lesbians  welcome. 

20  mon 

New  York,  NY  —  North  American  Man  Boy 
Love  Association.  Meeting:  ‘NAMBLA,  its 
background,  history  and  purposes',  at  151  W. 
19th  St.  (east  of  7th  Ave.),  7th  floor.  7pm.  $2 
donation. 

New  York,  NY  —  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Fund  Annual  Awards  Dinner,  in¬ 
cluding  presentations  to  Gay  Community 
News,  Audre  Lorde  and  Arlie  Scott.  Roosevelt 
Hotel  (45th  &  Madison).  6:30pm.  Info:  (212 
944-9488. 

26  sun 

Boston,  UA  —  BENEFIT  FOR  DAVID  BRILL 
MEMORIAL  FUND  (TO  HELP  SUPPORT 
GCN’S  BOSTON  COVERAGE).  9  KNOX  ST. 
HORS  O’OEUVRES,  COCKTAILS,  LIVE 
CHAMBER  MUSIC.  67PM.  TICKETS 
AVAILABLE  AT  GLAD  DAY  BOOK  SHOP, 
SOMEWHERE,  HERBIES  AND  OTHER 
PLACES.  *10  DONATION. 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  Issue. 


